
K oznámeniu č. 370/ 2003 Z. z.

CI VIL LAW CON VEN TION ON COR RUP TION

PRE AM BLE

The mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe, the
ot her Sta tes and the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty,
sig na to ries he re to,

Con si de ring that the aim of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe is
to achie ve a gre a ter uni ty bet we en its mem bers;

Con scio us of the im por tan ce of stren gthe ning
in ter na tio nal co-operation in the fight aga inst
cor rup tion;

Em pha si sing that cor rup tion re pre sen ts a ma jor
thre at to the rule of law, de moc ra cy and hu man rights,
fairness and so cial jus ti ce, hin ders eco no mic
de ve lop ment and en dan gers the pro per and fair
fun ctio ning of mar ket eco no mies;

Re cog ni sing the ad ver se fi nan cial con se qu en ces of
cor rup tion to in di vi du als, com pa nies and Sta tes, as
well as in ter na tio nal in sti tu tions;

Con vin ced of the im por tan ce for ci vil law to
con tri bu te to the fight aga inst cor rup tion, in par ti cu lar
by enab ling per sons who have suf fe red da ma ge to
re ce i ve fair com pen sa tion;

Re cal ling the con clu sions and re so lu tions of the 19th 
(Mal ta, 1994), 21st (Czech Re pub lic, 1997) and 22nd
(Mol do va, 1999) Con fe ren ces of the Eu ro pe an
Mi nis ters of Jus ti ce;

Ta king into ac co unt the Prog ra mme of Ac tion aga inst 
Cor rup tion adop ted by the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters in
No vem ber 1996;

Ta king also into ac co unt the fe a si bi li ty stu dy on the
dra wing up of a con ven tion on ci vil re me dies for
com pen sa tion for da ma ge re sul ting from acts of
cor rup tion, ap pro ved by the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters in
Feb ru a ry 1997;

Ha ving re gard to Re so lu tion (97) 24 on the 20
Gu i ding Prin cip les for the Fight aga inst Cor rup tion,
adop ted by the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters in No vem ber
1997, at its 101st Ses sion, to Re so lu tion (98) 7
aut ho ri sing the adop tion of the Par tial and En lar ged
Ag re e ment es tab lis hing the "Gro up of Sta tes aga inst
Cor rup tion (GRE CO)", adop ted by the Com mit tee of
Mi nis ters in May 1998, at its 102nd Ses sion, and to
Re so lu tion (99) 5 es tab lis hing the GRE CO, adop ted on
1st May 1999;

Re cal ling the Fi nal Dec la ra tion and the Ac tion Plan
adop ted by the He ads of Sta te and Go ver nment of the
mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe at the ir 2nd
sum mit in Stras bo urg, in Oc to ber 1997,

Have ag re ed as fol lows:

C H A P  T E R  1

ME A SU RES TO BE TA KEN AT NA TIO NAL LE VEL

Ar tic le 1

Pur po se

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
ef fec ti ve re me dies for per sons who have suf fe red
da ma ge as a re sult of acts of cor rup tion, to enab le them 
to de fend the ir rights and in te re sts, in clu ding the
po ssi bi li ty of ob ta i ning com pen sa tion for da ma ge.

Ar tic le 2

De fi ni tion of cor rup tion

For the pur po se of this Con ven tion, "cor rup tion"
me ans re qu es ting, of fe ring, gi ving or ac cep ting,
di rec tly or in di rec tly, a bri be or any ot her un due
ad van ta ge or pro spect the re of, which dis torts the
pro per per for man ce of any duty or be ha vio ur re qu i red
of the re ci pient of the bri be, the un due ad van ta ge or the 
pro spect the re of.

Ar tic le 3

Com pen sa tion for da ma ge

1. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
per sons who have suf fe red da ma ge as a re sult of
cor rup tion to have the right to ini tia te an ac tion in
or der to ob ta in full com pen sa tion for such da ma ge.

2. Such com pen sa tion may co ver ma te rial da ma ge,
loss of pro fits and non-pecuniary loss.

Ar tic le 4

Lia bi li ty

1. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for the
fol lo wing con di tions to be ful fil led in or der for the
da ma ge to be com pen sa ted: 
i) the de fen dant has com mit ted or aut ho ri sed the

act of cor rup tion, or fa i led to take re a so nab le
steps to pre vent the act of cor rup tion;

ii) the pla in tiff has suf fe red da ma ge; and
iii) the re is a ca u sal link bet we en the act of

cor rup tion and the da ma ge.
2. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law that, if

se ve ral de fen dants are liab le for da ma ge for the
same cor rupt ac ti vi ty, they shall be jo in tly and
se ve ral ly liab le.
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Ar tic le 5

Sta te res pon si bi li ty

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
ap prop ria te pro ce du res for per sons who have suf fe red
da ma ge as a re sult of an act of cor rup tion by its pub lic
of fi cials in the exer ci se of the ir fun ctions to cla im for
com pen sa tion from the Sta te or, in the case of
a non-state Par ty, from that Party’s ap prop ria te
aut ho ri ties.

Ar tic le 6

Con tri bu to ry ne gli gen ce

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for the
com pen sa tion to be re du ced or di sal lo wed ha ving
re gard to all the cir cum stan ces, if the pla in tiff has by
his or her own fa ult con tri bu ted to the da ma ge or to its
ag gra va tion.

Ar tic le 7

Li mi ta tion pe riods

1. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
pro ce e dings for the re co ve ry of da ma ges to be
sub ject to a li mi ta tion pe riod of not less than three
ye ars from the day the per son who has suf fe red
da ma ge be ca me awa re or sho uld re a so nab ly have
been awa re, that da ma ge has oc cur red or that an act 
of cor rup tion has ta ken pla ce, and of the iden ti ty of
the res pon sib le per son. Ho we ver, such pro ce e dings
shall not be com men ced af ter the end of a li mi ta tion
pe riod of not less than ten ye ars from the date of the
act of cor rup tion.

2. The laws of the Par ties re gu la ting sus pen sion or
in ter rup tion of li mi ta tion pe riods shall, if
ap prop ria te, ap ply to the pe riods pre scri bed in
pa ra graph 1.

Ar tic le 8

Va li di ty of con tracts

1. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for any
con tract or cla u se of a con tract pro vi ding for
cor rup tion to be null and void.

2. Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for the
po ssi bi li ty for all par ties to a con tract who se con sent 
has been un der mi ned by an act of cor rup tion to be
able to ap ply to the co urt for the con tract to be
dec la red void, not wit hstan ding the ir right to cla im
for da ma ges. 

Ar tic le 9

Pro tec tion of em plo y e es

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
ap prop ria te pro tec tion aga inst any un jus ti fied
san ction for em plo y e es who have re a so nab le gro unds
to sus pect cor rup tion and who re port in good fa ith the ir 
sus pi cion to res pon sib le per sons or aut ho ri ties.

Ar tic le 10

Ac co unts and au dits

1. Each Par ty shall, in its in ter nal law, take any
ne ces sa ry me a su res for the an nu al ac co unts of
com pa nies to be drawn up cle ar ly and give a true
and fair view of the company's fi nan cial po si tion.

2. With a view to pre ven ting acts of cor rup tion, each
Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for au di tors to
con firm that the an nu al ac co unts pre sent a true and 
fair view of the company’s fi nan cial po si tion.

Ar tic le 11

Ac qu i si tion of evi den ce

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for
ef fec ti ve pro ce du res for the ac qu i si tion of evi den ce in
ci vil pro ce e dings ari sing from an act of cor rup tion.

Ar tic le 12

In ter im me a su res

Each Par ty shall pro vi de in its in ter nal law for such
co urt or ders as are ne ces sa ry to pre ser ve the rights and 
in te re sts of the par ties du ring ci vil pro ce e dings ari sing
from an act of cor rup tion.

C H A P  T E R  I I

IN TER NA TIO NAL CO-OPERATION AND MO NI TO RING 
OF IM PLE MEN TA TION

Ar tic le 13

In ter na tio nal co-operation

The Par ties shall co-operate ef fec ti ve ly in mat ters
re la ting to ci vil pro ce e dings in ca ses of cor rup tion,
es pe cial ly con cer ning the ser vi ce of do cu ments,
ob ta i ning evi den ce ab ro ad, ju ris dic tion, re cog ni tion
and en for ce ment of fo re ign jud ge ments and li ti ga tion
costs, in ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of re le vant
in ter na tio nal in stru ments on in ter na tio nal
co-operation in ci vil and com mer cial mat ters to which
they are Par ty, as well as with the ir in ter nal law.

Ar tic le 14

Mo ni to ring

The Gro up of Sta tes aga inst Cor rup tion (GRE CO)
shall mo ni tor the im ple men ta tion of this Con ven tion by
the Par ties.

C H A P  T E R  I I I

FI NAL CLA U SES

Ar tic le 15

Sig na tu re and en try into for ce

1. This Con ven tion shall be open for sig na tu re by the
mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe, by
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non-member Sta tes that have par ti ci pa ted in its
ela bo ra tion and by the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty. 

2. This Con ven tion is sub ject to ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val. In stru ments of ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val shall be de po si ted with the
Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe.

3. This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the first
day of the month fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of a pe riod
of three months af ter the date on which fo ur te en
sig na to ries have ex pres sed the ir con sent to be
bo und by the Con ven tion in ac cor dan ce with the
pro vi sions of pa ra graph 1. Any such sig na to ry,
which is not a mem ber of the Gro up of Sta tes aga inst 
Cor rup tion (GRE CO) at the time of ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val, shall auto ma ti cal ly be co me
a mem ber on the date the Con ven tion en ters into for ce.

4. In res pect of any sig na to ry which sub se qu en tly
ex pres ses its con sent to be bo und by it, the
Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the first day of
the month fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of a pe riod of
three months af ter the date of the ex pres sion of the ir
con sent to be bo und by the Con ven tion in
ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of pa ra graph 1. Any
sig na to ry, which is not a mem ber of the Gro up of
Sta tes aga inst Cor rup tion (GRE CO) at the time of
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or ap pro val, shall
auto ma ti cal ly be co me a mem ber on the date the
Con ven tion en ters into for ce in its res pect.

5. Any par ti cu lar mo da li ties for the par ti ci pa tion of the
Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty in the Gro up of Sta tes aga inst 
Cor rup tion (GRE CO) shall be de ter mi ned as far as
ne ces sa ry by a com mon ag re e ment with the
Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty.

Ar tic le 16

Ac ces sion to the Con ven tion

1. Af ter the en try into for ce of this Con ven tion, the
Com mit tee of Mi nis ters of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe, af ter
con sul ting the Par ties to the Con ven tion, may in vi te any
Sta te not a mem ber of the Co un cil and not ha ving
par ti ci pa ted in its ela bo ra tion to ac ce de to this
Con ven tion, by a de ci sion ta ken by the ma jo ri ty pro vi ded
for in Ar tic le 20.d. of the Sta tu te of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe
and by the una ni mo us vote of the re pre sen ta ti ves of the
Par ties en tit led to sit on the Com mit tee.

2. In res pect of any Sta te ac ce ding to it, the Con ven tion
shall en ter into for ce on the first day of the month
fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of a pe riod of three months
af ter the date of de po sit of the in stru ment of
ac ces sion with the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil
of Eu ro pe. Any Sta te ac ce ding to this Con ven tion
shall auto ma ti cal ly be co me a mem ber of the
GRE CO, if it is not al re a dy a mem ber at the time of
ac ces sion, on the date the Con ven tion en ters into
for ce in its res pect.

Ar tic le 17

Re ser va tions

No re ser va tion may be made in res pect of any
pro vi sion of this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 18

Ter ri to rial ap pli ca tion

1. Any Sta te or the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty may, at the
time of sig na tu re or when de po si ting its in stru ment
of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion,
spe ci fy the ter ri to ry or ter ri to ries to which this
Con ven tion shall ap ply.

2. Any Par ty may, at any la ter date, by a dec la ra tion
ad dres sed to the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of
Eu ro pe, ex tend the ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion to
any ot her ter ri to ry spe ci fied in the dec la ra tion. In
res pect of such ter ri to ry the Con ven tion shall en ter
into for ce on the first day of the month fol lo wing the
ex pi ra tion of a pe riod of three months af ter the date of 
re ce ipt of such dec la ra tion by the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral.

3. Any dec la ra tion made un der the two pre ce ding
pa ra graphs may, in res pect of any ter ri to ry spe ci fied
in such dec la ra tion, be wit hdrawn by a no ti fi ca tion
ad dres sed to the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral. The wit hdra wal
shall be co me ef fec ti ve on the first day of the month
fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of a pe riod of three months
af ter the date of re ce ipt of such no ti fi ca tion by the
Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral.

Ar tic le 19

Re la tion ship to ot her
in stru ments and ag re e ments

1. This Con ven tion does not af fect the rights and
un der ta kings de ri ved from in ter na tio nal
mul ti la te ral in stru ments con cer ning spe cial
mat ters.

2. The Par ties to the Con ven tion may con clu de
bi la te ral or mul ti la te ral ag re e ments with one
anot her on the mat ters de alt with in this
Con ven tion, for pur po ses of sup ple men ting or
stren gthe ning its pro vi sions or fa ci li ta ting the
ap pli ca tion of the prin cip les em bo died in it or,
wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the ob jec ti ves and prin cip les of
this Con ven tion, sub mit them sel ves to ru les on this
mat ter wit hin the fra me work of a spe cial sys tem
which is bin ding at the mo ment of the ope ning for
sig na tu re of this Con ven tion.

3. If two or more Par ties have al re a dy con clu ded an
ag re e ment or tre a ty in res pect of a sub ject which is
de alt with in this Con ven tion or ot her wi se have
es tab lis hed the ir re la tions in res pect of that sub ject,
they shall be en tit led to ap ply that ag re e ment or
tre a ty or to re gu la te the se re la tions ac cor din gly, in
lieu of the pre sent Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 20

Amen dments

1. Amen dments to this Con ven tion may be pro po sed by 
any Par ty, and shall be com mu ni ca ted by the
Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe to the
mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe, to the non
mem ber Sta tes which have par ti ci pa ted in the
ela bo ra tion of this Con ven tion, to the Eu ro pe an
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Com mu ni ty, as well as to any Sta te which has
ac ce ded to or has been in vi ted to ac ce de to this
Con ven tion in ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of
Ar tic le 16.

2. Any amen dment pro po sed by a Par ty shall be
com mu ni ca ted to the Eu ro pe an Com mit tee on Le gal
Co-operation (CDCJ) which shall sub mit to the
Com mit tee of Mi nis ters its opi nion on that pro po sed
amen dment.

3. The Com mit tee of Mi nis ters shall con si der the
pro po sed amen dment and the opi nion sub mit ted by
the Eu ro pe an Com mit tee on Le gal Co-operation
(CDCJ) and, fol lo wing con sul ta tion of the Par ties to
the Con ven tion which are not mem bers of the
Co un cil of Eu ro pe, may adopt the amen dment.

4. The text of any amen dment adop ted by the
Com mit tee of Mi nis ters in ac cor dan ce with
pa ra graph 3 of this ar tic le shall be for war ded to the
Par ties for ac cep tan ce.

5. Any amen dment adop ted in ac cor dan ce with
pa ra graph 3 of this ar tic le shall come into for ce on
the thir tieth day af ter all Par ties have in for med the
Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the ir ac cep tan ce the re of.

Ar tic le 21

Set tle ment of dis pu tes

1. The Eu ro pe an Com mit tee on Le gal Co-operation
(CDCJ) of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe shall be kept
in for med re gar ding the in ter pre ta tion and
ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion.

2. In case of a dis pu te bet we en Par ties as to the
in ter pre ta tion or ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion,
they shall seek a set tle ment of the dis pu te thro ugh
ne go tia tion or any ot her pe a ce ful me ans of the ir
cho i ce, in clu ding sub mis sion of the dis pu te to the
Eu ro pe an Com mit tee on Le gal Co-operation (CDCJ), 
to an ar bit ral tri bu nal who se de ci sions shall be
bin ding upon the Par ties, or to the In ter na tio nal

Co urt of Jus ti ce, as ag re ed upon by the Par ties
con cer ned.

Ar tic le 22

De nun cia tion

1. Any Par ty may, at any time, de no un ce this
Con ven tion by me ans of a no ti fi ca tion ad dres sed to
the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe.

2. Such de nun cia tion shall be co me ef fec ti ve on the
first day of the month fol lo wing the ex pi ra tion of
a pe riod of three months af ter the date of re ce ipt of
the no ti fi ca tion by the Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral.

Ar tic le 23

No ti fi ca tion

The Sec re ta ry Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe shall
no ti fy the mem ber Sta tes of the Co un cil and any ot her
sig na to ries and Par ties to this Con ven tion of:

a) any sig na tu re;
b) the de po sit of any in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion,

ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion;
c) any date of en try into for ce of this Con ven tion, in

ac cor dan ce with Ar tic les 15 and 16;
d) any ot her act, no ti fi ca tion or com mu ni ca tion

re la ting to this Con ven tion.

In wit ness whe re of the un der sig ned, be ing duly
aut ho ri sed the re to, have sig ned this Con ven tion.

Done at Stras bo urg, the 4th day of No vem ber 1999,
in En glish and in French, both texts be ing equ al ly
aut hen tic, in a sing le copy which shall be de po si ted in
the ar chi ves of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe. The Sec re ta ry
Ge ne ral of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe shall trans mit
cer ti fied co pies to each mem ber Sta te of the Co un cil of
Eu ro pe, to the non-member Sta tes which have
par ti ci pa ted in the ela bo ra tion of this Con ven tion, to
the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ty, as well as to any Sta te
in vi ted to ac ce de to it.
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