
U N I D  R O  I T  C O N  V E N  T I O N
on Sto len or Il le gal ly Ex por ted Cul tu ral Ob jects

(Rome, 24 June 1995)

The sta tes par ties to this con ven tion,

as sem bled in Rome at the in vi ta tion of the
Go ver nment of the Ita lian Re pub lic from 7 to 24 June
1995 for a Dip lo ma tic Con fe ren ce for the adop tion of
the draft UNID RO IT Con ven tion on the In ter na tio nal
Re turn of Sto len or Il le gal ly Ex por ted Cul tu ral Ob jects,

con vin ced of the fun da men tal im por tan ce of the
pro tec tion of cul tu ral he ri ta ge and of cul tu ral
ex chan ges for pro mo ting un der stan ding bet we en
pe op les, and the dis se mi na tion of cul tu re for the
well-being of hu ma ni ty and the prog ress of ci vi li sa tion,

de ep ly con cer ned by the il li cit tra de in cul tu ral
ob jects and the ir re pa rab le da ma ge fre qu en tly ca u sed
by it, both to the se ob jects them sel ves and to the
cul tu ral he ri ta ge of na tio nal, tri bal, in di ge no us or
ot her com mu ni ties, and also to the he ri ta ge of all
pe op les, and in par ti cu lar by the pil la ge of
ar cha e o lo gi cal si tes and the re sul ting loss of
ir rep la ce ab le ar cha e o lo gi cal, his to ri cal and scien ti fic
in for ma tion,

de ter mi ned to con tri bu te ef fec ti ve ly to the fight
aga inst il li cit tra de in cul tu ral ob jects by ta king the
im por tant step of es tab lis hing com mon, mi ni mal le gal
ru les for the res ti tu tion and re turn of cul tu ral ob jects
bet we en Con trac ting Sta tes, with the ob jec ti ve of
im pro ving the pre ser va tion and pro tec tion of the
cul tu ral he ri ta ge in the in te re st of all,

em pha si sing that this Con ven tion is in ten ded to
fa ci li ta te the res ti tu tion and re turn of cul tu ral ob jects,
and that the pro vi sion of any re me dies, such as
com pen sa tion, ne e ded to ef fect res ti tu tion and re turn
in some Sta tes, does not im ply that such re me dies
sho uld be adop ted in ot her Sta tes,

af fir ming that the adop tion of the pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion for the fu tu re in no way con fers any
ap pro val or le gi ti ma cy upon il le gal trans ac tions of
wha te ver kind which may have ta ken pla ce be fo re the
en try into for ce of the Con ven tion,

con scio us that this Con ven tion will not by it self
pro vi de a so lu tion to the prob lems ra i sed by il li cit
tra de, but that it ini tia tes a pro cess that will en han ce
in ter na tio nal cul tu ral co-operation and ma in ta in
a pro per role for le gal tra ding and inter- Sta te
ag re e ments for cul tu ral ex chan ges,

ac know led ging that im ple men ta tion of this
Con ven tion sho uld be ac com pa nied by ot her ef fec ti ve
me a su res for pro tec ting cul tu ral ob jects, such as the

de ve lop ment and use of re gis ters, the phy si cal
pro tec tion of ar cha e o lo gi cal si tes and tech ni cal
co-operation,

re cog ni sing the work of va rio us bo dies to pro tect
cul tu ral pro per ty, par ti cu lar ly the 1970 UNES CO
Con ven tion on il li cit traf fic and the de ve lop ment of
co des of con duct in the pri va te sec tor,

have ag re ed as fol lows:

CHAP  TER  I

S CO PE OF AP PLI CA TION AND DE FI NI TION

Ar tic le 1

This Con ven tion ap plies to cla ims of an in ter na tio nal
cha rac ter for:

(a) the res ti tu tion of sto len cul tu ral ob jects;

(b) the re turn of cul tu ral ob jects re mo ved from the
ter ri to ry of a Con trac ting Sta te con tra ry to its law
re gu la ting the ex port of cul tu ral ob jects for the
pur po se of pro tec ting its cul tu ral he ri ta ge
(he re i naf ter "il le gal ly ex por ted cul tu ral ob jects").

Ar tic le 2

For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, cul tu ral ob jects
are tho se which, on re li gio us or se cu lar gro unds, are of
im por tan ce for ar cha e o lo gy, pre his to ry, his to ry,
li te ra tu re, art or scien ce and be long to one of the
ca te go ries lis ted in the An nex to this Con ven tion.

CHAP  TER  I I

RES TI TU TION OF STO LEN CUL TU RAL OB JECTS

Ar tic le 3

(1) The po sses sor of a cul tu ral ob ject which has been
sto len shall re turn it.

(2) For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, a cul tu ral
ob ject which has been un law ful ly ex ca va ted or law ful ly
ex ca va ted but un law ful ly re ta i ned shall be con si de red
sto len, when con sis tent with the law of the Sta te whe re
the ex ca va tion took pla ce.

(3) Any cla im for res ti tu tion shall be bro ught wit hin
a pe riod of three ye ars from the time when the cla i mant
knew the lo ca tion of the cul tu ral ob ject and the iden ti ty 
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of its po sses sor, and in any case wit hin a pe riod of fif ty
ye ars from the time of the theft.

(4) Ho we ver, a cla im for res ti tu tion of a cul tu ral
ob ject for ming an in teg ral part of an iden ti fied
mo nu ment or ar cha e o lo gi cal site, or be lon ging to
a pub lic col lec tion, shall not be sub ject to time
li mi ta tions ot her than a pe riod of three ye ars from the
time when the cla i mant knew the lo ca tion of the
cul tu ral ob ject and the iden ti ty of its po sses sor.

(5) Not wit hstan ding the pro vi sions of the pre ce ding
pa ra graph, any Con trac ting Sta te may dec la re that
a cla im is sub ject to a time li mi ta tion of 75 ye ars or
such lon ger pe riod as is pro vi ded in its law. A cla im
made in anot her Con trac ting Sta te for res ti tu tion of
a cultural ob ject dis pla ced from a mo nu ment,
ar cha e o lo gi cal site or pub lic col lec tion in a Con trac ting
Sta te ma king such a dec la ra tion shall also be sub ject to 
that time li mi ta tion.

(6) A dec la ra tion re fer red to in the pre ce ding
pa ra graph shall be made at the time of sig na tu re,
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion.

(7) For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, a "pub lic
col lec tion,“ con sists of a gro up of in ven to ried or
ot her wi se iden ti fied cul tu ral ob jects ow ned by:

(a) a Con trac ting Sta te

(b) a re gio nal or lo cal aut ho ri ty of a Con trac ting Sta te;

(c) a re li gio us in sti tu tion in a Con trac ting Sta te; or

(d) an in sti tu tion that is es tab lis hed for an es sen tial ly
cul tu ral, edu ca tio nal or scien ti fic pur po se in
a Contracting Sta te and is re cog ni sed in that Sta te
as ser ving the pub lic in te re st.

(8) In ad di tion, a cla im for res ti tu tion of a sac red or
com mu nal ly im por tant cul tu ral ob ject be lon ging to
and used by a tri bal or in di ge no us com mu ni ty in
a Contracting Sta te as part of that community's
tra di tio nal or ri tu al use, shall be sub ject to the time
li mi ta tion ap pli cab le to pub lic col lec tions. 

Ar tic le 4

(1) The po sses sor of a sto len cul tu ral ob ject re qu i red
to re turn it shall be en tit led, at the time of its
res ti tu tion, to pa y ment of fair and re a so nab le
com pen sa tion pro vi ded that the po sses sor ne it her
knew nor ought re a so nab ly to have known that the
ob ject was sto len and can pro ve that it exer ci sed due
di li gen ce when ac qu i ring the ob ject.

(2) Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the right of the po sses sor to
com pen sa tion re fer red to in the pre ce ding pa ra graph,
re a so nab le ef forts shall be made to have the per son
who trans fer red the cul tu ral ob ject to the po sses sor, or
any pri or trans fe ror, pay the com pen sa tion whe re to do
so wo uld be con sis tent with the law of the Sta te in
which the cla im is bro ught.

(3) Pa y ment of com pen sa tion to the po sses sor by the
cla i mant, when this is re qu i red, shall be wit ho ut
pre ju di ce to the right of the cla i mant to re co ver it from
any ot her per son.

(4) In de ter mi ning whet her the po sses sor exer ci sed
due di li gen ce, re gard shall be had to all the
cir cum stan ces of the ac qu i si tion, in clu ding the
cha rac ter of the par ties, the pri ce paid, whet her the
po sses sor con sul ted any re a so nab ly ac ces sib le re gis ter 
of sto len cul tu ral ob jects, and any ot her re le vant
in for ma tion and do cu men ta tion which it co uld
re a so nab ly have ob ta i ned, and whet her the po sses sor
con sul ted ac ces sib le agen cies or took any ot her step
that a re a so nab le per son wo uld have ta ken in the
cir cum stan ces.

(5) The po sses sor shall not be in a more fa vo u rab le
po si tion than the per son from whom it ac qu i red the
cul tu ral ob ject by in he ri tan ce or ot her wi se
gra tu i to us ly.

CHAP  TER  I I I

RE TURN OF IL LE GAL LY EX POR TED CUL TU RAL
OB JECTS

Ar tic le 5

(1) A Con trac ting Sta te may re qu est the co urt or
ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty of anot her Con trac ting
Sta te to or der the re turn of a cul tu ral ob ject il le gal ly
ex por ted from the ter ri to ry of the re qu es ting Sta te.

(2) A cul tu ral ob ject which has been tem po ra ri ly
ex por ted from the ter ri to ry of the re qu es ting Sta te, for
pur po ses such as ex hi bi tion, re se arch or res to ra tion,
un der a per mit is su ed ac cor ding to its law re gu la ting
its ex port for the pur po se of pro tec ting its cul tu ral
he ri ta ge and not re tur ned in ac cor dan ce with the terms 
of that per mit shall be de e med to have been il le gal ly
ex por ted.

(3) The co urt or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty of the
Sta te ad dres sed shall or der the re turn of an il le gal ly
ex por ted cul tu ral ob ject if the re qu es ting Sta te
es tab lis hes that the re mo val of the ob ject from its
ter ri to ry sig ni fi can tly im pa irs one or more of the
fol lo wing in te re sts:

(a) the phy si cal Pre ser va tion of the ob ject or of its
con text;

(b)  the in teg ri ty of a com plex ob ject;

(c) the pre ser va tion of in for ma tion of, for exam ple,
a scien ti fic or his to ri cal cha rac ter;

(d) the tra di tio nal or ri tu al use of the ob ject by a tri bal
or in di ge no us com mu ni ty, or es tab lis hers that the
ob ject is of sig ni fi cant cul tu ral im por tan ce for the
re qu es ting Sta te.

(4) Any re qu est made un der pa ra graph 1 of this
ar tic le shall con ta in or be ac com pa nied by such
in for ma tion of a fac tu al or le gal na tu re as may as sist
the co urt or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty of the Sta te
ad dres sed in de ter mi ning whet her the re qu i re ments of
pa ra graphs 1 to 3 have been met.

(5) Any re qu est for re turn shall be bro ught wit hin
a pe riod of three ye ars from the time when the
re qu es ting Sta te knew the lo ca tion of the cul tu ral
ob ject and the iden ti ty of its po sses sor, and in any case
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wit hin a pe riod of fif ty ye ars from the date of the ex port
or from the date on which the ob ject sho uld have been
re tur ned un der a per mit re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 of
this ar tic le.

Ar tic le 6

(1) The po sses sor of a cul tu ral ob ject who ac qu i red
the ob ject af ter it was il le gal ly ex por ted shall be
en tit led, at the time of its re turn, to pa y ment by the
re qu es ting Sta te of fair and re a son com pen sa tion,
pro vi ded that the po sses sor ne it her knew nor ought
re a so nab ly to have known at the time of ac qu i si tion
that the ob ject had been il le gal ly ex por ted. 

(2) In de ter mi ning whet her the po sses sor knew or
ought re a so nab ly to have known that the cul tu ral
ob ject had been il le gal ly ex por ted, re gard shall be had
to the cir cum stan ces of the ac qu i si tion, in clu ding the
ab sen ce of an ex port cer ti fi ca te re qu i red un der the law
of the re qu es ting Sta te.

(3) In ste ad of com pen sa tion, and in ag re e ment with
the re qu es ting Sta te, the po sses sor re qu i red to re turn
the cul tu ral ob ject to that Sta te may de ci de:

(a) to re ta in ow ner ship of the ob ject; or

(b) to trans fer ow ner ship aga inst pa y ment or
gra tu i to us ly to a per son of its cho i ce re si ding in the
re qu es ting Sta te who pro vi des the ne ces sa ry
gu a ran te es.

(4) The cost of re tur ning the cul tu ral ob ject in
ac cor dan ce with this ar tic le shall be bor ne by the
re qu es ting Sta te, wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the right of that
Sta te to re co ver costs from any ot her per son.

(5) The po sses sor shall not be in a more fa vo u rab le
po si tion than the per son from whom it ac qu i red the
cul tu ral ob ject by in he ri tan ce or ot her wi se
gra tu i to us ly.

Ar tic le 7

(1) The pro vi sions of this Chap ter shall not ap ply
whe re:

(a) the ex port of a cul tu ral ob ject is no lon ger il le gal at
the time at which the re turn is re qu es ted; or

(b) the ob ject was ex por ted du ring the li fe ti me of the
per son who cre a ted it or wit hin a pe riod of fif ty
ye ars fol lo wing the de ath of that per son.

(2) Not wit hstan ding the pro vi sions of sub-paragraph
(b) of the pre ce ding pa ra graph, the pro vi sions of this
Chap ter shall ap ply whe re a cul tu ral ob ject was made
by a mem ber or mem bers of a tri bal or in di ge no us
com mu ni ty for tra di tio nal or ri tu al use by that
com mu ni ty and the ob ject will be re tur ned to that
com mu ni ty.

CHAP  TER  IV

GE NE RAL PRO VI SIONS

Ar tic le 8

(1) A cla im un der Chap ter II and a re qu est un der
Chap ter III may be bro ught be fo re the co urts or ot her
com pe tent aut ho ri ties of the Con trac ting Sta te whe re
the cul tu ral ob ject is lo ca ted, in ad di tion to the co urts
or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ties ot her wi se ha ving
ju ris dic tion un der the ru les in for ce in Con trac ting
Sta tes.

(2) The par ties may ag ree to sub mit the dis pu te to any 
co urt or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty or to ar bit ra tion.

(3) Re sort may be had to the pro vi sio nal, in clu ding
pro tec ti ve, me a su res ava i lab le un der the law of the
Con trac ting Sta te whe re the ob ject is lo ca ted even
when the cla im for res ti tu tion or re qu est for re turn of
the ob ject is bro ught be fo re the co urts or ot her
com pe tent aut ho ri ties of anot her Con trac ting Sta te.

Ar tic le 9

(1) Not hing in this Con ven tion shall pre vent
a Con trac ting Sta te from ap ply ing any ru les more
fa vo u rab le to the res ti tu tion or the re turn of sto len or
il le gal ly ex por ted cul tu ral ob jects than pro vi ded for by
this Con ven tion.

(2) This ar tic le shall not be in ter pre ted as cre a ting an
ob li ga tion to re cog ni se or en for ce a de ci sion of a co urt
or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty of anot her Con trac ting
Sta te that de parts from the pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 10

(1) The pro vi sions of Chap ter II shall ap ply only in
res pect of a cul tu ral ob ject that is sto len af ter this
Con ven tion en ters into for ce in res pect of the Sta te
whe re the cla im is bro ught, pro vi ded that:

(a) the ob ject was sto len from the ter ri to ry of
a Con trac ting Sta te af ter the en try into for ce of this
Con ven tion for that Sta te; or

(b) the ob ject is lo ca ted in a Con trac ting Sta te af ter the
en try into for ce of the Con ven tion for that Sta te.

(2) The pro vi sions of Chap ter III shall ap ply only in
res pect of a cul tu ral ob ject that is il le gal ly ex por ted
af ter this Con ven tion en ters into for ce for the
re qu es ting Sta te as well as the Sta te whe re the re qu est
is bro ught.

(3) This Con ven tion does not in any way le gi ti mi se
any il le gal trans ac tion of wha te ver which has ta ken
pla ce be fo re the en try into for ce of this Con ven tion or
which is ex clu ded un der pa ra graphs (1) or (2) of this
ar tic le, nor li mit any right of a Sta te or ot her per son to
make a cla im un der re me dies ava i lab le out si de the
fra me work of this Con ven tion for the res ti tu tion or
re turn of a cul tu ral ob ject sto len or il le gal ly ex por ted
be fo re the en try into for ce of this Con ven tion.
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CHAP  TER  V

FI NAL PRO VI SIONS

Ar tic le 11

(1) This Con ven tion is open for sig na tu re at the
con clu ding me e ting of the Dip lo ma tic Con fe ren ce for
the adop tion of the draft UNID RO IT Con ven tion on the
In ter na tio nal Re turn of Sto len or Il le gal ly Ex por ted
Cul tu ral Ob jects and will re ma in open for sig na tu re by
all Sta tes at Rome un til June 1996.

(2) This Con ven tion is sub ject to ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val by Sta tes which have sig ned it.

(3) This Con ven tion is open for ac ces sion by all Sta tes 
which are not sig na to ry Sta tes as from the date it is
open for sig na tu re.

(4) Ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion is
sub ject to the de po sit of a for mal in stru ment to that
ef fect with the de po si ta ry.

Ar tic le 12

(1) This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the first
day of the sixth month fol lo wing the date of de po sit of
the fifth in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce,
ap pro val or ac ces sion.

(2) For each Sta te that ra ti fies, ac cepts, ap pro ves or
ac ce des to this Con ven tion af ter the de po sit of the fifth
in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or
ac ces sion, this Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce in
res pect of that Sta te on the first day of the sixth month
fol lo wing the date of de po sit of its in stru ment of
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion.

Ar tic le 13

(1) This Con ven tion does not af fect any in ter na tio nal
in stru ment by which any Con trac ting Sta te is le gal ly
bo und and which con ta ins pro vi sions on mat ters
go ver ned by this Con ven tion, un less a con tra ry
dec la ra tion is made by the Sta tes bo und by such
in stru ment.

(2) Any Con trac ting Sta te may en ter into ag re e ments
with one or more Con trac ting Sta tes, with a view to
im pro ving the ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion in the ir
mu tu al re la tions. The Sta tes which have con clu ded
such an ag re e ment shall trans mit a copy to the
de po si ta ry.

(3) In the ir re la tions with each ot her, Con trac ting
Sta tes which are Mem bers of or ga ni sa tions of eco no mic 
in teg ra tion or re gio nal bo dies may dec la re that they
will ap ply the in ter nal ru les of the se or ga ni sa tions or
bo dies and will not the re fo re ap ply as bet we en the se
Sta tes the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion the sco pe of
ap pli ca tion of which co in ci des with that of tho se ru les.

Ar tic le 14

(1) If a Con trac ting Sta te has two or more ter ri to rial
units, whet her or not po sses sing dif fe rent sys tems of

law ap pli cab le in re la tion to the mat ters de alt with in
this Con ven tion, it may, at the time of sig na tu re or of
the de po sit of its in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion, dec la re that this
Con ven tion is to ex tend to all its ter ri to rial units or only 
to one or more of them, and may sub sti tu te for its
dec la ra tion anot her dec la ra tion at any time.

(2) The se dec la ra tions are to be no ti fied to the
de po si ta ry and are to sta te ex pres sly the ter ri to rial
units to which the Con ven tion ex tends.

(3) If, by vir tue of a dec la ra tion un der this ar tic le, this 
Con ven tion ex tends to one or more but not all of the
ter ri to rial units of a Con trac ting Sta te the re fe ren ce to:

(a) the ter ri to ry of a Con trac ting Sta te in Ar tic le 1 shall
be con stru ed as re fer ring to the ter ri to ry of
a ter ri to rial unit of that Sta te;

(b) a co urt or ot her com pe tent aut ho ri ty of the
Con trac ting Sta te or of the Sta te ad dres sed shall be
con stru ed as re fer ring to the co urt or ot her
com pe tent aut ho ri ty of a ter ri to rial unit of that
Sta te;

(c) the Con trac ting Sta te whe re the cul tu ral ob ject is
lo ca ted in Ar tic le 8 (1) shall be con stru ed as
re fer ring to the ter ri to rial unit of that Sta te whe re
the ob ject is lo ca ted;

(d) the law of the Con trac ting Sta te whe re the ob ject is
lo ca ted in Ar tic le 8 (3) shall be con stru ed as
re fer ring to the law of the ter ri to rial unit of that
Sta te whe re the ob ject is lo ca ted; and 

(e) a Con trac ting Sta te in Ar tic le 9 shall be con stru ed
as re fer ring to a ter ri to rial unit of that Sta te. 

(4) If a Con trac ting Sta te ma kes no dec la ra tion un der
pa ra graph 1 of this ar tic le, this Con ven tion is to ex tend
to all ter ri to rial units of that Sta te.

Ar tic le 15

(1) Dec la ra tions made un der this Con ven tion at the
time of sig na tu re are sub ject to con fir ma tion upon
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or ap pro val.

(2) Dec la ra tions and con fir ma tions of dec la ra tions
are to be in wri ting and to be for mal ly no ti fied to the
de po si ta ry. 

(3) A dec la ra tion shall take ef fect si mul ta ne o us ly
with the en try into for ce of this Con ven tion in res pect of 
the Sta te con cer ned. Ho we ver, a dec la ra tion of which
the de po si ta ry re ce i ves for mal no ti fi ca tion af ter such
en try into for ce shall take ef fect on the first day of the
sixth month fol lo wing the date of its de po sit with the
de po si ta ry.

(4) Any Sta te which ma kes a dec la ra tion un der this
Con ven tion may wit hdraw it at any time by a for mal
no ti fi ca tion in wri ting ad dres sed to the de po si ta ry.
Such wit hdra wal shall take ef fect on the first day of the
sixth month fol lo wing the date of the de po sit of the
no ti fi ca tion.
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Ar tic le 16

(1) Each Con trac ting Sta te shall at the time of
sig na tu re, ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or
ac ces sion, dec la re that cla ims for the res ti tu tion, or
re qu ests for the re turn, of cul tu ral ob jects bro ught by
a Sta te un der Ar tic le 8 may be sub mit ted to it un der
one or more of the fol lo wing pro ce du res:

(a) di rec tly to the co urts or ot her com pe tent
aut ho ri ties of the dec la ring Sta te;

(b) thro ugh an aut ho ri ty or aut ho ri ties de sig na ted by
that Sta te to re ce i ve such cla ims or re qu ests and to
for ward them to the co urts or ot her com pe tent
aut ho ri ties of that Sta te;

(c) thro ugh dip lo ma tic or con su lar chan nels.

(2) Each Con trac ting Sta te may also de sig na te the
co urts or ot her aut ho ri ties com pe tent to or der the
res ti tu tion or re turn of cul tu ral ob jects un der the
pro vi sions of Chap ters II and III.

(3) Dec la ra tions made un der pa ra graphs 1 and 2 of
this ar tic le may be mo di fied at any time by a new
dec la ra tion.

(4) The pro vi sions of pa ra graphs 1 to 3 of this ar tic le
do not af fect bi la te ral or mul ti la te ral ag re e ments on
ju di cial as sis tan ce in res pect of ci vil and com mer cial
mat ters that may exi st bet we en Con trac ting Sta tes.

Ar tic le 17

Each Con trac ting Sta te shall, no la ter than six
months fol lo wing the date of de po sit of its in stru ment
of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion,
pro vi de the de po si ta ry with writ ten in for ma tion in one
of the of fi cial lan gu a ges of the Con ven tion con cer ning
the le gis la tion re gu la ting the ex port of its cul tu ral
ob jects. This in for ma tion shall be up da ted from time to
time as ap prop ria te.

Ar tic le 18

No re ser va tions are per mit ted ex cept tho se ex pres sly
aut ho ri sed in this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 19

(1) This Con ven tion may be de no un ced by any Sta te
Par ty, at any time af ter the date on which it en ters into
for ce for that Sta te, by the de po sit of an in stru ment to
that ef fect with the de po si ta ry. 

(2) A de nun cia tion shall take ef fect on the first day of
the sixth month fol lo wing the de po sit of the in stru ment
of de nun cia tion with the de po si ta ry. Whe re a lon ger
pe riod for the de nun cia tion to take ef fect is spe ci fied in
the in stru ment of de nun cia tion it shall take ef fect upon 

the ex pi ra tion of such lon ger pe riod af ter its de po sit
with the de po si ta ry.

(3) Not wit hstan ding such a de nun cia tion, this
Con ven tion shall ne ver the less ap ply to a cla im for
res ti tu tion or a re qu est for re turn of a cul tu ral ob ject
sub mit ted pri or to the date on which the de nun cia tion
ta kes ef fect.

Ar tic le 20

The Pre si dent of the In ter na tio nal In sti tu te for the
Uni fi ca tion of Pri va te Law (UNID RO IT) may at re gu lar
in ter vals, or at any time at the re qu est of five
Con trac ting Sta tes, con ve ne a spe cial com mit tee in
or der to re view the prac ti cal ope ra tion of this
Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 21

(1) This Con ven tion shall be de po si ted with the
Go ver nment of the Ita lian Re pub lic.

(2) The Go ver nment of the Ita lian Re pub lic shall:

(a) in form all Sta tes which have sig ned or ac ce ded to
this Con ven tion and the Pre si dent of the
In ter na tio nal In sti tu te for the Uni fi ca tion of Pri va te
Law (UNID RO IT) of: 

(i) each new sig na tu re or de po sit of an in stru ment of
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion,
to get her with the date the re of;

(ii) each dec la ra tion made in ac cor dan ce with this
Con ven tion;

(iii) the wit hdra wal of any dec la ra tion;

(iv) the date of en try into for ce of this Con ven tion;

(v) the ag re e ments re fer red to in Ar tic le 13;

(vi) the de po sit of an in stru ment of de nun cia tion of
this Con ven tion to get her with the date of its
de po sit and the date on which it ta kes ef fect;

(b) trans mit cer ti fied true co pies of this Con ven tion to
all sig na to ry Sta tes, to all Sta tes ac ce ding to the
Con ven tion and to the Pre si dent of the
In ter na tio nal In sti tu te for Uni fi ca tion of Pri va te
Law (UNID RO IT);

(c) per form such ot her fun ctions cus to ma ry for
de po si ta ries. 

In wit ness whe re of the un der sig ned ple ni po ten tia ries, 
be ing duly aut ho ri sed, have sig ned this Con ven tion.

Done at Rome, this twenty-fourth day of June, one
tho u sand nine hun dred and ninety-five, in a sing le
ori gi nal, in the En glish and French lan gu a ges, both
texts be ing equ al ly aut hen tic.
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AN NEX

(a) Rare col lec tions and spe ci mens of fa u na, flo ra,
mi ne rals and ana to my, and ob jects of
pa la e on to lo gi cal in te re st;

(b) pro per ty re la ting to his to ry, in clu ding the his to ry of
scien ce and tech no lo gy and mi li ta ry and so cial
his to ry, to the life of na tio nal le a ders, thin kers,
scien tists and ar tists and to events of na tio nal
im por tan ce;

(c) pro ducts of ar cha e o lo gi cal ex ca va tions (in clu ding
re gu lar and clan des ti ne) or of ar cha e o lo gi cal
dis co ve ries;

(d) ele ments of ar tis tic or his to ri cal mo nu ments or
ar cha e o lo gi cal si tes which have been
dis mem be red;

(e) an ti qu i ties more than one hun dred ye ars old, such
as in scrip tions, co ins and en gra ved se als;

(f) ob jects of et hno lo gi cal in te re st;
(g) pro per ty of ar tis tic in te re st, such as:

(i) pic tu res, pa in tings and dra wings pro du ced

en ti re ly by hand on any sup port and in any
ma te rial (ex clu ding in dus trial de signs and
ma nu fac tu red ar tic les de co ra ted by hand);

(ii) ori gi nal works of sta tu a ry art and scul ptu re in
any ma te rial;

(iii) ori gi nal en gra vings, pri nts and lit hog raphs;

(iv) ori gi nal ar tis tic as sem bla ges and mon ta ges in
any ma te rial;

(h) rare ma nus cripts and in cu na bu la, old bo oks,
do cu ments and pub li ca tions of spe cial in te re st
(his to ri cal, ar tis tic, scien ti fic, li te ra ry, etc.) sing ly
or in col lec tions;

(i) po sta ge, re ve nue and si mi lar stamps, sing ly or in
col lec tions;

(j) ar chi ves, in clu ding so und, pho tog rap hic and
ci ne ma tog rap hic ar chi ves;

(k) ar tic les of fur ni tu re more than one hun dred ye ars
old and old mu si cal in stru ments.
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