
CON VEN  T ION
FOR THE UNI FI CA TION OF CER TA IN RU LES FOR IN TER NA TIO NAL CAR RIA GE BY AIR

The sta tes par ties to this con ven tion,

Re cog ni zing the sig ni fi cant con tri bu tion of the
Con ven tion for the Uni fi ca tion of Cer ta in Ru les to
In ter na tio nal Car ria ge by Air sig ned in War saw on 12
Oc to ber 1929, he re i naf ter re fer red to as the ‘Warsaw
Convention’, and ot her re la ted in stru ments to the
har mo ni za tion of pri va te in ter na tio nal air law;

Re cog ni zing the need to mo der ni ze and con so li da te
the War saw Con ven tion and re la ted in stru ments;

Re cog ni zing the im por tan ce of en su ring pro tec tion of 
the in te re sts of con su mers in in ter na tio nal car ria ge by
air and the need for equ i tab le com pen sa tion ba sed on
the prin cip le of res ti tu tion;

Re af fir ming the de si ra bi li ty of an or der ly
de ve lop ment of in ter na tio nal air trans port ope ra tions
and the smo oth flow of pas sen gers, bag ga ge and car go
in ac cor dan ce with the prin cip les and ob jec ti ves of the
Con ven tion on In ter na tio nal Ci vil Avia tion, done at
Chi ca go on 7 De cem ber 1944;

Con vin ced that col lec ti ve Sta te ac tion for fur ther
har mo ni za tion and co di fi ca tion of cer ta in ru les
go ver ning in ter na tio nal car ria ge by air thro ugh a new
Con ven tion is the most ade qu a te me ans of achie ving an 
equ i tab le ba lan ce of in te re sts,

Have ag re ed as fol lows:

CHAP  TER  I

GE NE RAL PRO VI SIONS

Ar tic le 1

Sco pe of Ap pli ca tion

1. This Con ven tion ap plies to all in ter na tio nal
car ria ge of per sons, bag ga ge or car go per for med by
air craft for re ward. It ap plies equ al ly to gra tu i to us
car ria ge by air craft per for med by an air trans port
un der ta king.

2. For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, the
ex pres sion in ter na tio nal car ria ge me ans any car ria ge
in which, ac cor ding to the ag re e ment bet we en the
par ties, the pla ce of de par tu re and the pla ce of
des ti na tion, whet her or not the re be a bre ak in the
car ria ge or a trans ship ment, are si tu a ted eit her wit hin
the ter ri to ries of two Sta tes Par ties, or wit hin the
ter ri to ry of a sing le Sta te Par ty if the re is an ag re ed
stop ping pla ce wit hin the ter ri to ry of anot her Sta te,

even if that Sta te is not a Sta te Par ty. Car ria ge bet we en
two po ints wit hin the ter ri to ry of a sing le Sta te Par ty
wit ho ut an ag re ed stop ping pla ce wit hin the ter ri to ry of
anot her Sta te is not in ter na tio nal car ria ge for the
pur po ses of this Con ven tion.

3. Car ria ge to be per for med by se ve ral suc ces si ve
car riers is de e med, for the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, 
to be one un di vi ded car ria ge if it has been re gar ded by
the par ties as a sing le ope ra tion, whet her it has been
ag re ed upon un der the form of a sing le con tract or of
a se ries of con tracts, and it does not lose its
in ter na tio nal cha rac ter me re ly be ca u se one con tract or 
a se ries of con tracts is to be per for med en ti re ly wit hin
the ter ri to ry of the same Sta te.

4. This Con ven tion ap plies also to car ria ge as set out 
in Chap ter V, sub ject to the terms con ta i ned the re in.

Ar tic le 2

Car ria ge Per for med
by Sta te and Car ria ge of Po stal Items

1. This Con ven tion ap plies to car ria ge per for med by
the Sta te or by le gal ly con sti tu ted pub lic bo dies
pro vi ded it fa lls wit hin the con di tions laid down in
Ar tic le 1.

2. In the car ria ge of po stal items, the car rier shall be
liab le only to the re le vant po stal ad mi nis tra tion in
ac cor dan ce with the ru les ap pli cab le to the
re la tion ship bet we en the car riers and the po stal
ad mi nis tra tions.

3. Ex cept as pro vi ded in pa ra graph 2 of this Ar tic le,
the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion shall not ap ply to the
car ria ge of po stal items.

CHAP  TER  I I

DO CU MEN TA TION AND DU TIES OF THE PAR TIES
RE LA TING TO THE CAR RIA GE OF PAS SEN GERS,

BAG GA GE AND CAR GO

Ar tic le 3

Pas sen gers and Bag ga ge

1. In res pect of car ria ge of pas sen gers, an in di vi du al
or col lec ti ve do cu ment of car ria ge shall be de li ve red
con ta i ning:
(a)  an in di ca tion of the pla ces of de par tu re and

des ti na tion;
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(b) if the pla ces of de par tu re and des ti na tion are
wit hin the ter ri to ry of a sing le Sta te Par ty, one or
more ag re ed stop ping pla ces be ing wit hin the
ter ri to ry of anot her Sta te, an in di ca tion of at le ast
one such stop ping pla ce.

2. Any ot her me ans which pre ser ves the in for ma tion
in di ca ted in pa ra graph 1 may be sub sti tu ted for the
de li ve ry of the do cu ment re fer red to in that pa ra graph.
If any such ot her me ans is used, the car rier shall of fer
to de li ver to the pas sen ger a writ ten sta te ment of the
in for ma tion so pre ser ved.

3. The car rier shall de li ver to the pas sen ger a
bag ga ge iden ti fi ca tion tag for each pie ce of chec ked
bag ga ge.

4. The pas sen ger shall be gi ven writ ten no ti ce to the
ef fect that whe re this Con ven tion is ap pli cab le it
go verns and may li mit the lia bi li ty of car riers in res pect
of de ath or in ju ry and for des truc tion or loss of, or
da ma ge to, bag ga ge, and for de lay.

5. Non-compliance with the pro vi sions of the
fo re go ing pa ra graphs shall not af fect the exis ten ce or
the va li di ty of the con tract of car ria ge, which shall,
no net he less, be sub ject to the ru les of this Con ven tion
in clu ding tho se re la ting to li mi ta tion of lia bi li ty.

Ar tic le 4

Car go

1. In res pect of the car ria ge of car go, an air wa y bill
shall be de li ve red.

2. Any ot her me ans which pre ser ves a re cord of the
car ria ge to be per for med may be sub sti tu ted for the
de li ve ry of an air wa y bill. If such ot her me ans are used,
the car rier shall, if so re qu es ted by the con sig nor,
de li ver to the con sig nor a car go re ce ipt per mit ting
iden ti fi ca tion of the con sig nment and ac cess to the
in for ma tion con ta i ned in the re cord pre ser ved by such
ot her me ans.

Ar tic le 5

Con tents of Air Wa y bill or Car go Re ce ipt

The air wa y bill or the car go re ce ipt shall in clu de:
(a) an in di ca tion of the pla ces of de par tu re and

des ti na tion;
(b) if the pla ces of de par tu re and des ti na tion are

wit hin the ter ri to ry of a sing le Sta te Par ty, one or
more ag re ed stop ping pla ces be ing wit hin the
ter ri to ry of anot her Sta te, an in di ca tion of at le ast
one such stop ping pla ce; and

 (c) an in di ca tion of the we ight of the con sig nment.

Ar tic le 6

Do cu ment Re la ting to the Na tu re of the Car go

The con sig nor may be re qu i red, if ne ces sa ry, to meet
the for ma li ties of cus toms, po li ce and si mi lar pub lic
aut ho ri ties to de li ver a do cu ment in di ca ting the na tu re
of the car go. This pro vi sion cre a tes for the car rier no
duty, ob li ga tion or lia bi li ty re sul ting the ref rom.

Ar tic le 7

Des crip tion of Air Wa y bill

1. The air wa y bill shall be made out by the con sig nor
in three ori gi nal parts.

2. The first part shall be mar ked ‘for the carrier’; it
shall be sig ned by the con sig nor. The se cond part shall
be mar ked ‘for the consignee’; it shall be sig ned by the
con sig nor and by the car rier. The third part shall be
sig ned by the car rier who shall hand it to the con sig nor
af ter the car go has been ac cep ted. 

3. The sig na tu re of the car rier and that of the
con sig nor may be pri nted or stam ped.

4. If, at the re qu est of the con sig nor, the car rier
ma kes out the air wa y bill, the car rier shall be de e med,
sub ject to pro of to the con tra ry, to have done so on
be half of the con sig nor.

Ar tic le 8

Do cu men ta tion for Mul ti ple Pac ka ges

When the re is more than one pac ka ge:
(a) the car rier of car go has the right to re qu i re the

con sig nor to make out se pa ra te air wa y bi lls;
(b) the con sig nor has the right to re qu i re the car rier to

de li ver se pa ra te car go re ce ipts when the ot her
me ans re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 4 are
used.

Ar tic le 9

Non-compliance with
Do cu men ta ry Re qu i re ments

Non-compliance with the pro vi sions of Ar tic les 4 to 8
shall not af fect the exis ten ce or the va li di ty of the
con tract of car ria ge, which shall, no net he less, be
sub ject to the ru les of this Con ven tion in clu ding tho se
re la ting to li mi ta tion of lia bi li ty.

Ar tic le 10

Res pon si bi li ty for Par ti cu lars
of Do cu men ta tion

1. The con sig nor is res pon sib le for the cor rec tness of 
the par ti cu lars and sta te ments re la ting to the car go
in ser ted by it or on its be half in the air wa y bill or
fur nis hed by it or on its be half to the car rier for
in ser tion in the car go re ce ipt or for in ser tion in the
re cord pre ser ved by the ot her me ans re fer red to in
pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 4. The fo re go ing shall also ap ply
whe re the per son ac ting on be half of the con sig nor is
also the agent of the car rier.

2. The con sig nor shall in dem ni fy the car rier aga inst
all da ma ge suf fe red by it, or by any ot her per son to
whom the car rier is liab le, by re a son of the ir re gu la ri ty,
in cor rec tness or in com ple te ness of the par ti cu lars and
sta te ments fur nis hed by the con sig nor or on its be half.

3. Sub ject to the pro vi sions of pa ra graphs 1 and 2 of
this Ar tic le, the car rier shall in dem ni fy the con sig nor
aga inst all da ma ge suf fe red by it, or by any ot her
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per son to whom the con sig nor is liab le, by re a son of the
ir re gu la ri ty, in cor rec tness or in com ple te ness of the
par ti cu lars and sta te ments in ser ted by the car rier or
on its be half in the car go re ce ipt or in the re cord
pre ser ved by the ot her me ans re fer red to in pa ra graph
2 of Ar tic le 4.

Ar tic le 11

Evi den tia ry Va lue of Do cu men ta tion

1. The air wa y bill or the car go re ce ipt is pri ma fa cie
evi den ce of the con clu sion of the con tract, of the
ac cep tan ce of the car go and of the con di tions of
car ria ge men tio ned the re in.

2. Any sta te ments in the air wa y bill or the car go
re ce ipt re la ting to the we ight, di men sions and pac king
of the car go, as well as tho se re la ting to the num ber of
pac ka ges, are pri ma fa cie evi den ce of the facts sta ted;
tho se re la ting to the qu an ti ty, vo lu me and con di tion of
the car go do not con sti tu te evi den ce aga inst the car rier
ex cept so far as they both have been, and are sta ted in
the air wa y bill or the car go re ce ipt to have been,
chec ked by it in the pre sen ce of the con sig nor, or re la te
to the ap pa rent con di tion of the car go.

Ar tic le 12

Right of Dis po si tion of Car go

1. Sub ject to its lia bi li ty to car ry out all its
ob li ga tions un der the con tract of car ria ge, the
con sig nor has the right to dis po se of the car go by
wit hdra wing it at the air port of de par tu re or
des ti na tion, or by stop ping it in the co ur se of the
jo ur ney on any lan ding, or by cal ling for it to be
de li ve red at the pla ce of des ti na tion or in the co ur se of
the jo ur ney to a per son ot her than the con sig nee
ori gi nal ly de sig na ted, or by re qu i ring it to be re tur ned
to the air port of de par tu re. The con sig nor must not
exer ci se this right of dis po si tion in such a way as to
pre ju di ce the car rier or ot her con sig nors and must
re im bur se any ex pen ses oc ca sio ned by the exer ci se of
this right. 

2. If it is im pos sib le to car ry out the in struc tions of
the con sig nor, the car rier must so in form the con sig nor 
for thwith.

3. If the car rier car ries out the in struc tions of the
con sig nor for the dis po si tion of the car go wit ho ut
re qu i ring the pro duc tion of the part of the air wa y bill or
the car go re ce ipt de li ve red to the lat ter, the car rier will
be liab le, wit ho ut pre ju di ce to its right of re co ve ry from
the con sig nor, for any da ma ge which may be ca u sed
the re by to any per son who is law ful ly in po sses sion of
that part of the air wa y bill or the car go re ce ipt.

4. The right con fer red on the con sig nor ce a ses at the
mo ment when that of the con sig nee be gins in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 13. Ne ver the less, if the
con sig nee dec li nes to ac cept the car go, or can not be
com mu ni ca ted with, the con sig nor re su mes its right of
dis po si tion.

Ar tic le 13

De li ve ry of the Car go

1. Ex cept when the con sig nor has exer ci sed its right
un der Ar tic le 12, the con sig nee is en tit led, on ar ri val of
the car go at the pla ce of des ti na tion, to re qu i re the
car rier to de li ver the car go to it, on pa y ment of the
char ges due and on com ply ing with the con di tions of
car ria ge.

2. Un less it is ot her wi se ag re ed, it is the duty of the
car rier to give no ti ce to the con sig nee as soon as the
car go ar ri ves.

3. If the car rier ad mits the loss of the car go, or if the
car go has not ar ri ved at the ex pi ra tion of se ven days
af ter the date on which it ought to have ar ri ved, the
con sig nee is en tit led to en for ce aga inst the car rier the
rights which flow from the con tract of car ria ge.

Ar tic le 14

En for ce ment of the Rights of Con sig nor
and Con sig nee

The con sig nor and the con sig nee can res pec ti ve ly
en for ce all the rights gi ven to them by Ar tic les 12 and
13, each in its own name, whet her it is ac ting in its own
in te re st or in the in te re sts of anot her, pro vi ded that it
car ries out the ob li ga tions im po sed by the con tract of
car ria ge.

Ar tic le 15

Re la tions of Con sig nor and Con sig nee or Mu tu al
Re la tions of Third Par ties

1. Ar tic les 12, 13 and 14 do not af fect eit her the
re la tions of the con sig nor and the con sig nee with each
ot her or the mu tu al re la tions of third par ties, who se
rights are de ri ved eit her from the con sig nor or from the
con sig nee.

2. The pro vi sions of Ar tic les 12, 13 and 14 can only
be va ried by ex press pro vi sion in the air wa y bill or the
car go re ce ipt.

Ar tic le 16

For ma li ties of Cus toms, Po li ce or Ot her Pub lic
Aut ho ri ties

1. The con sig nor must fur nish such in for ma tion and 
such do cu ments as are ne ces sa ry to meet the
for ma li ties of cus toms, po li ce and any ot her pub lic
aut ho ri ties be fo re the car go can be de li ve red to the
con sig nee. The con sig nor is liab le to the car rier for any
da ma ge oc ca sio ned by the ab sen ce, in suf fi cien cy or
ir re gu la ri ty of any such in for ma tion or do cu ments,
un less the da ma ge is due to the fa ult of the car rier, its
ser vants or agents.

2. The car rier is un der no ob li ga tion to en qu i re into
the cor rec tness or suf fi cien cy of such in for ma tion or
do cu ments.
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CHAP  TER  I I I

LIA BI LI TY OF THE CAR RIER AND EX TENT
OF COM PEN SA TION FOR DA MA GE

Ar tic le 17

De ath and In ju ry
of Pas sen gers – Da ma ge to Bag ga ge

1. The car rier is liab le for da ma ge sus ta i ned in case
of de ath or bo di ly in ju ry of a pas sen ger upon con di tion
only that the ac ci dent which ca u sed the de ath or in ju ry
took pla ce on bo ard the air craft or in the co ur se of any
of the ope ra tions of em bar king or di sem bar king.

2. The car rier is liab le for da ma ge sus ta i ned in case
of des truc tion or loss of, or of da ma ge to, chec ked
bag ga ge upon con di tion only that the event which
ca u sed the des truc tion, loss or da ma ge took pla ce on
bo ard the air craft or du ring any pe riod wit hin which
the chec ked bag ga ge was in the char ge of the car rier.
Ho we ver, the car rier is not liab le if and to the ex tent
that the da ma ge re sul ted from the in he rent de fect,
qu a li ty or vice of the bag ga ge. In the case of un chec ked
bag ga ge, in clu ding per so nal items, the car rier is liab le
if the da ma ge re sul ted from its fa ult or that of its
ser vants or agents.

3. If the car rier ad mits the loss of the chec ked
bag ga ge, or if the chec ked bag ga ge has not ar ri ved at
the ex pi ra tion of 21 days af ter the date on which it
ought to have ar ri ved, the pas sen ger is en tit led to
en for ce aga inst the car rier the rights which flow from
the con tract of car ria ge.

4. Un less ot her wi se spe ci fied, in this Con ven tion the 
term ‘baggage’ me ans both chec ked bag ga ge and
un chec ked bag ga ge.

Ar tic le 18

Da ma ge to Car go

1. The car rier is liab le for da ma ge sus ta i ned in the
event of the des truc tion or loss of, or da ma ge to, car go
upon con di tion only that the event which ca u sed the
da ma ge so sus ta i ned took pla ce du ring the car ria ge by
air.

2. Ho we ver, the car rier is not liab le if and to the
ex tent it pro ves that the des truc tion, or loss of, or
da ma ge to, the car go re sul ted from one or more of the
fol lo wing:
(a) in he rent de fect, qu a li ty or vice of that car go;
(b) de fec ti ve pac king of that car go per for med by

a per son ot her than the car rier or its ser vants or
agents;

(c) an act of war or an ar med con flict;
(d) an act of pub lic aut ho ri ty car ried out in con nec tion 

with the en try, exit or trans it of the car go.

3. The car ria ge by air wit hin the me a ning of
pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le com pri ses the pe riod du ring
which the car go is in the char ge of the car rier.

4. The pe riod of the car ria ge by air does not ex tend to 
any car ria ge by land, by sea or by in land wa ter way
per for med out si de an air port. If, ho we ver, such

car ria ge ta kes pla ce in the per for man ce of a con tract
for car ria ge by air, for the pur po se of lo a ding, de li ve ry
or trans hip ment, any da ma ge is pre su med, sub ject to
pro of to the con tra ry, to have been the re sult of an event 
which took pla ce du ring the car ria ge by air. If a car rier,
wit ho ut the con sent of the con sig nor, sub sti tu tes
car ria ge by anot her mode of trans port for the who le or
part of a car ria ge in ten ded by the ag re e ment bet we en
the par ties to be car ria ge by air, such car ria ge by
anot her mode of trans port is de e med to be wit hin the
pe riod of car ria ge by air.

Ar tic le 19

De lay

The car rier is liab le for da ma ge oc ca sio ned by de lay
in the car ria ge by air of pas sen gers, bag ga ge or car go.
Ne ver the less, the car rier shall not be liab le for da ma ge
oc ca sio ned by de lay if it pro ves that it and its ser vants
and agents took all me a su res that co uld re a so nab ly be
re qu i red to avo id the da ma ge or that it was im pos sib le
for it or them to take such me a su res.

Ar tic le 20

Exo ne ra tion

If the car rier pro ves that the da ma ge was ca u sed or
con tri bu ted to by the ne gli gen ce or ot her wron gful act
or omis sion of the per son cla i ming com pen sa tion, or
the per son from whom he or she de ri ves his or her
rights, the car rier shall be whol ly or par tly exo ne ra ted
from its lia bi li ty to the cla i mant to the ex tent that such
ne gli gen ce or wron gful act or omis sion ca u sed or
con tri bu ted to the da ma ge. When by re a son of de ath or
in ju ry of a pas sen ger com pen sa tion is cla i med by a
per son ot her than the pas sen ger, the car rier shall
li ke wi se be whol ly or par tly exo ne ra ted from its lia bi li ty
to the ex tent that it pro ves that the da ma ge was ca u sed
or con tri bu ted to by the ne gli gen ce or ot her wron gful
act or omis sion of that pas sen ger. This Ar tic le ap plies
to all the lia bi li ty pro vi sions in this Con ven tion,
in clu ding pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le 21.

Ar tic le 21

Com pen sa tion in Case of De ath or In ju ry
of Pas sen gers

1. For da ma ges ari sing un der pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le
17 not ex ce e ding 100 000 Spe cial Dra wing Rights for
each pas sen ger, the car rier shall not be able to ex clu de
or li mit its lia bi li ty.

2. The car rier shall not be liab le for da ma ges ari sing
un der pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le 17 to the ex tent that they
ex ce ed for each pas sen ger 100 000 Spe cial Dra wing
Rights if the car rier pro ves that:
(a) such da ma ge was not due to the ne gli gen ce or

ot her wron gful act or omis sion of the car rier or its
ser vants or agents; or

(b) such da ma ge was so le ly due to the ne gli gen ce or
ot her wron gful act or omis sion of a third par ty.
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Ar tic le 22

Li mits of Lia bi li ty in Re la tion to De lay, Bag ga ge
and Car go

1. In the case of da ma ge ca u sed by de lay as spe ci fied
in Ar tic le 19 in the car ria ge of per sons, the lia bi li ty of
the car rier for each pas sen ger is li mi ted to 4 150
Spe cial Dra wing Rights. 

2. In the car ria ge of bag ga ge, the lia bi li ty of the
car rier in the case of des truc tion, loss, da ma ge or de lay
is li mi ted to 1 000 Spe cial Dra wing Rights for each
pas sen ger un less the pas sen ger has made, at the time
when the chec ked bag ga ge was han ded over to the
car rier, a spe cial dec la ra tion of in te re st in de li ve ry at
des ti na tion and has paid a sup ple men ta ry sum if the
case so re qu i res. In that case the car rier will be liab le to
pay a sum not ex ce e ding the dec la red sum, un less it
pro ves that the sum is gre a ter than the passenger's
ac tu al in te re st in de li ve ry at des ti na tion.

3. In the car ria ge of car go, the lia bi li ty of the car rier
in the case of des truc tion, loss, da ma ge or de lay is
li mi ted to a sum of 17 Spe cial Dra wing Rights per
ki lo gram, un less the con sig nor has made, at the time
when the pac ka ge was han ded over to the car rier, a
spe cial dec la ra tion of in te re st in de li ve ry at des ti na tion
and has paid a sup ple men ta ry sum if the case so
re qu i res. In that case the car rier will be liab le to pay a
sum not ex ce e ding the dec la red sum, un less it pro ves
that the sum is gre a ter than the consignor's ac tu al
in te re st in de li ve ry at des ti na tion.

4. In the case of des truc tion, loss, da ma ge or de lay of 
part of the car go, or of any ob ject con ta i ned the re in, the 
we ight to be ta ken into con si de ra tion in de ter mi ning
the amo unt to which the carrier's lia bi li ty is li mi ted
shall be only the to tal we ight of the pac ka ge or
pac ka ges con cer ned. Ne ver the less, when the
des truc tion, loss, da ma ge or de lay of a part of the
car go, or of an ob ject con ta i ned the re in, af fects the
va lue of ot her pac ka ges co ve red by the same air
wa y bill, or the same re ce ipt or, if they were not is su ed,
by the same re cord pre ser ved by the ot her me ans
re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 4, the to tal we ight
of such pac ka ge or pac ka ges shall also be ta ken into
con si de ra tion in de ter mi ning the li mit of lia bi li ty.

5. The fo re go ing pro vi sions of pa ra graphs 1 and 2 of
this Ar tic le shall not ap ply if it is pro ved that the
da ma ge re sul ted from an act or omis sion of the car rier,
its ser vants or agents, done with in tent to ca u se
da ma ge or rec kles sly and with know led ge that da ma ge
wo uld pro bab ly re sult; pro vi ded that, in the case of
such act or omis sion of a ser vant or agent, it is also
pro ved that such ser vant or agent was ac ting wit hin the 
sco pe of its em plo y ment.

6. The li mits pre scri bed in Ar tic le 21 and in this
Ar tic le shall not pre vent the co urt from awar ding, in
ac cor dan ce with its own law, in ad di tion, the who le or
part of the co urt costs and of the ot her ex pen ses of the
li ti ga tion in cur red by the pla in tiff, in clu ding in te re st.
The fo re go ing pro vi sion shall not ap ply if the amo unt of

the da ma ges awar ded, ex clu ding co urt costs and ot her
ex pen ses of the li ti ga tion, does not ex ce ed the sum
which the car rier has of fe red in wri ting to the pla in tiff
wit hin a pe riod of six months from the date of the
oc cur ren ce ca u sing the da ma ge, or be fo re the
com men ce ment of the ac tion, if that is la ter.

Ar tic le 23

Con ver sion of Mo ne ta ry Units

1. The sums men tio ned in terms of Spe cial Dra wing
Right in this Con ven tion shall be de e med to re fer to the
Spe cial Dra wing Right as de fi ned by the In ter na tio nal
Mo ne ta ry Fund. Con ver sion of the sums into na tio nal
cur ren cies shall, in case of ju di cial pro ce e dings, be
made ac cor ding to the va lue of such cur ren cies in
terms of the Spe cial Dra wing Right at the date of the
jud ge ment. The va lue of a na tio nal cur ren cy, in terms
of the Spe cial Dra wing Right, of a Sta te Par ty which is a
Mem ber of the In ter na tio nal Mo ne ta ry Fund, shall be
cal cu la ted in ac cor dan ce with the met hod of va lu a tion
ap plied by the In ter na tio nal Mo ne ta ry Fund, in ef fect at 
the date of the jud ge ment, for its ope ra tions and
trans ac tions. The va lue of a na tio nal cur ren cy, in terms 
of the Spe cial Dra wing Right, of a Sta te Par ty which is
not a Mem ber of the In ter na tio nal Mo ne ta ry Fund,
shall be cal cu la ted in a man ner de ter mi ned by that
Sta te.

2. Ne ver the less, tho se Sta tes which are not Mem bers
of the In ter na tio nal Mo ne ta ry Fund and who se law does
not per mit the ap pli ca tion of the pro vi sions of pa ra graph 
1 of this Ar tic le may, at the time of ra ti fi ca tion or
ac ces sion or at any time the re af ter, dec la re that the li mit 
of lia bi li ty of the car rier pre scri bed in Ar tic le 21 is fi xed
at a sum of 1 500 000 mo ne ta ry units per pas sen ger in
ju di cial pro ce e dings in the ir ter ri to ries; 62 500
mo ne ta ry units per pas sen ger with res pect to pa ra graph 
1 of Ar tic le 22; 15 000 mo ne ta ry units per pas sen ger
with res pect to pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 22; and 250
mo ne ta ry units per ki lo gram with res pect to pa ra graph
3 of Ar tic le 22. This mo ne ta ry unit cor res ponds to 65,5
mil li grams of gold of mil le si mal fi ne ness nine hun dred.
The se sums may be con ver ted into the na tio nal
cur ren cy con cer ned in ro und fi gu res. The con ver sion of
the se sums into na tio nal cur ren cy shall be made
ac cor ding to the law of the Sta te con cer ned.

3. The cal cu la tion men tio ned in the last sen ten ce of
pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le and the con ver sion met hod
men tio ned in pa ra graph 2 of this Ar tic le shall be made
in such man ner as to ex press in the na tio nal cur ren cy
of the Sta te Par ty as far as po ssib le the same real va lue
for the amo unts in Ar tic les 21 and 22 as wo uld re sult
from the ap pli ca tion of the first three sen ten ces of
pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le. Sta tes Par ties shall
com mu ni ca te to the de po si ta ry the man ner of
cal cu la tion pur su ant to pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le, or
the re sult of the con ver sion in pa ra graph 2 of this
Ar tic le as the case may be, when de po si ting an
in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val of or
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ac ces sion to this Con ven tion and whe ne ver the re is
a chan ge in eit her.

Ar tic le 24

Re view of Li mits

1. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the pro vi sions of Ar tic le 25 of 
this Con ven tion and sub ject to pa ra graph 2 be low, the
li mits of lia bi li ty pre scri bed in Ar tic les 21, 22 and 23
shall be re vie wed by the De po si ta ry at five-year
in ter vals, the first such re view to take pla ce at the end
of the fifth year fol lo wing the date of en try into for ce of
this Con ven tion, or if the Con ven tion does not en ter
into for ce wit hin five ye ars of the date it is first open for
sig na tu re, wit hin the first year of its en try into for ce, by
re fe ren ce to an in fla tion fac tor which cor res ponds to
the ac cu mu la ted rate of in fla tion sin ce the pre vio us
re vi sion or in the first in stan ce sin ce the date of en try
into for ce of the Con ven tion. The me a su re of the rate of
in fla tion to be used in de ter mi ning the in fla tion fac tor
shall be the we ig hted ave ra ge of the an nu al ra tes of
in cre a se or dec re a se in the Con su mer Pri ce In di ces of
the Sta tes who se cur ren cies com pri se the Spe cial
Dra wing Right men tio ned in pa ra graph 1 of Ar tic le 23.

2. If the re view re fer red to in the pre ce ding
pa ra graph con clu des that the in fla tion fac tor has
ex ce e ded 10 per cent, the De po si ta ry shall no ti fy Sta tes 
Par ties of a re vi sion of the li mits of lia bi li ty. Any such
re vi sion shall be co me ef fec ti ve six months af ter its
no ti fi ca tion to the Sta tes Par ties. If wit hin three
months af ter its no ti fi ca tion to the Sta tes Par ties a
ma jo ri ty of the Sta tes Par ties re gis ter the ir di sap pro val, 
the re vi sion shall not be co me ef fec ti ve and the
De po si ta ry shall re fer the mat ter to a me e ting of the
Sta tes Par ties. The De po si ta ry shall im me dia te ly no ti fy
all Sta tes Par ties of the co ming into for ce of any
re vi sion.

3. Not wit hstan ding pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le, the
pro ce du re re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 of this Ar tic le
shall be ap plied at any time pro vi ded that one-third of
the Sta tes Par ties ex press a de si re to that ef fect and
upon con di tion that the in fla tion fac tor re fer red to in
pa ra graph 1 has ex ce e ded 30 per cent sin ce the
pre vio us re vi sion or sin ce the date of en try into for ce of
this Con ven tion if the re has been no pre vio us re vi sion.
Sub se qu ent re views using the pro ce du re des cri bed in
pa ra graph 1 of this Ar tic le will take pla ce at five-year
in ter vals star ting at the end of the fifth year fol lo wing
the date of the re views un der the pre sent pa ra graph.

Ar tic le 25

Sti pu la tion on Li mits

A car rier may sti pu la te that the con tract of car ria ge
shall be sub ject to hig her li mits of lia bi li ty than tho se
pro vi ded for in this Con ven tion or to no li mits of
lia bi li ty what so e ver.

Ar tic le 26

In va li di ty of Con trac tu al Pro vi sions

Any pro vi sion ten ding to re lie ve the car rier of lia bi li ty

or to fix a lo wer li mit than that which is laid down in
this Con ven tion shall be null and void, but the nul li ty of 
any such pro vi sion does not in vol ve the nul li ty of the
who le con tract, which shall re ma in sub ject to the
pro vi sions of this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 27

Fre e dom to Con tract

Not hing con ta i ned in this Con ven tion shall pre vent
the car rier from re fu sing to en ter into any con tract of
car ria ge, from wa i ving any de fen ces ava i lab le un der
the Con ven tion, or from la y ing down con di tions which
do not con flict with the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 28

Ad van ce Pa y ments

In the case of air craft ac ci dents re sul ting in de ath or
in ju ry of pas sen gers, the car rier shall, if re qu i red by its
na tio nal law, make ad van ce pa y ments wit ho ut de lay to
a na tu ral per son or per sons who are en tit led to cla im
com pen sa tion in or der to meet the im me dia te eco no mic 
ne eds of such per sons. Such ad van ce pa y ments shall
not con sti tu te a re cog ni tion of lia bi li ty and may be
of fset aga inst any amo unts sub se qu en tly paid as
da ma ges by the car rier.

Ar tic le 29

Ba sis of Cla ims

In the car ria ge of pas sen gers, bag ga ge and car go, any 
ac tion for da ma ges, ho we ver fo un ded, whet her un der
this Con ven tion or in con tract or in tort or ot her wi se,
can only be bro ught sub ject to the con di tions and such
li mits of lia bi li ty as are set out in this Con ven tion
wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the qu es tion as to who are the
per sons who have the right to bring suit and what are
the ir res pec ti ve rights. In any such ac tion, pu ni ti ve,
exem pla ry or any ot her non-compensatory da ma ges
shall not be re co ve rab le.

Ar tic le 30

Ser vants, Agents – Ag gre ga tion of Cla ims

1. If an ac tion is bro ught aga inst a ser vant or agent
of the car rier ari sing out of da ma ge to which the
Con ven tion re la tes, such ser vant or agent, if they pro ve 
that they ac ted wit hin the sco pe of the ir em plo y ment,
shall be en tit led to ava il them sel ves of the con di tions
and li mits of lia bi li ty which the car rier it self is en tit led
to in vo ke un der this Con ven tion.

2. The ag gre ga te of the amo unts re co ve rab le from
the car rier, its ser vants and agents, in that case, shall
not ex ce ed the said li mits.

3. Save in res pect of the car ria ge of car go, the
pro vi sions of pa ra graphs 1 and 2 of this Ar tic le shall
not ap ply if it is pro ved that the da ma ge re sul ted from
an act or omis sion of the ser vant or agent done with
in tent to ca u se da ma ge or rec kles sly and with
know led ge that da ma ge wo uld pro bab ly re sult.
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Ar tic le 31

Ti me ly No ti ce of Com pla ints

1. Re ce ipt by the per son en tit led to de li ve ry of
chec ked bag ga ge or car go wit ho ut com pla int is pri ma
fa cie evi den ce that the same has been de li ve red in good
con di tion and in ac cor dan ce with the do cu ment of
car ria ge or with the re cord pre ser ved by the ot her
me ans re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 3 and
pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 4.

2. In the case of da ma ge, the per son en tit led to
de li ve ry must com pla in to the car rier for thwith af ter
the dis co ve ry of the da ma ge, and, at the la test, wit hin
se ven days from the date of re ce ipt in the case of
chec ked bag ga ge and 14 days from the date of re ce ipt in 
the case of car go. In the case of de lay, the com pla int
must be made at the la test wit hin 21 days from the date 
on which the bag ga ge or car go have been pla ced at his
or her dis po sal.

3. Eve ry com pla int must be made in wri ting and
gi ven or dis pat ched wit hin the ti mes afo re sa id.

4. If no com pla int is made wit hin the ti mes
afo re sa id, no ac tion shall lie aga inst the car rier, save in
the case of fra ud on its part.

Ar tic le 32

De ath of Per son Liab le

In the case of the de ath of the per son liab le, an ac tion
for da ma ges lies in ac cor dan ce with the terms of this
Con ven tion aga inst tho se le gal ly re pre sen ting his or
her es ta te.

Ar tic le 33

Ju ris dic tion

1. An ac tion for da ma ges must be bro ught, at the
op tion of the pla in tiff, in the ter ri to ry of one of the
Sta tes Par ties, eit her be fo re the co urt of the do mi ci le of
the car rier or of its prin ci pal pla ce of bu si ness, or whe re 
it has a pla ce of bu si ness thro ugh which the con tract
has been made or be fo re the co urt at the pla ce of
des ti na tion.

2. In res pect of da ma ge re sul ting from the de ath or
in ju ry of a pas sen ger, an ac tion may be bro ught be fo re
one of the co urts men tio ned in pa ra graph 1 of this
Ar tic le, or in the ter ri to ry of a Sta te Par ty in which at the 
time of the ac ci dent the pas sen ger has his or her
prin ci pal and per ma nent re si den ce and to or from
which the car rier ope ra tes ser vi ces for the car ria ge of
pas sen gers by air, eit her on its own air craft, or on
anot her carrier's air craft pur su ant to a com mer cial
ag re e ment, and in which that car rier con ducts its
bu si ness of car ria ge of pas sen gers by air from pre mi ses 
le a sed or ow ned by the car rier it self or by anot her
car rier with which it has a com mer cial ag re e ment.

3. For the pur po ses of pa ra graph 2,
(a) ‘commercial agreement’ me ans an ag re e ment,

ot her than an agen cy ag re e ment, made bet we en

car riers and re la ting to the pro vi sion of the ir jo int
ser vi ces for car ria ge of pas sen gers by air;

(b) ‘principal and per ma nent residence’ me ans the
one fi xed and per ma nent abo de of the pas sen ger at
the time of the ac ci dent. The na tio na li ty of the
pas sen ger shall not be the de ter mi ning fac tor in
this re gard.

4. Qu es tions of pro ce du re shall be go ver ned by the
law of the co urt se i sed of the case.

Ar tic le 34

Ar bit ra tion

1. Sub ject to the pro vi sions of this Ar tic le, the
par ties to the con tract of car ria ge for car go may
sti pu la te that any dis pu te re la ting to the lia bi li ty of the
car rier un der this Con ven tion shall be set tled by
ar bit ra tion. Such ag re e ment shall be in wri ting.

2. The ar bit ra tion pro ce e dings shall, at the op tion of
the cla i mant, take pla ce wit hin one of the ju ris dic tions
re fer red to in Ar tic le 33. 

3. The ar bit ra tor or ar bit ra tion tri bu nal shall ap ply
the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion.

4. The pro vi sions of pa ra graphs 2 and 3 of this
Ar tic le shall be de e med to be part of eve ry ar bit ra tion
cla u se or ag re e ment, and any term of such cla u se or
ag re e ment which is in con sis tent the re with shall be null 
and void.

Ar tic le 35

Li mi ta tion of Ac tions

1. The right to da ma ges shall be ex tin gu is hed if an
ac tion is not bro ught wit hin a pe riod of two ye ars,
rec ko ned from the date of ar ri val at the des ti na tion, or
from the date on which the air craft ought to have
ar ri ved, or from the date on which the car ria ge stop ped.

2. The met hod of cal cu la ting that pe riod shall be
de ter mi ned by the law of the co urt se i sed of the case.

Ar tic le 36

Suc ces si ve Car ria ge

1. In the case of car ria ge to be per for med by va rio us
suc ces si ve car riers and fal ling wit hin the de fi ni tion set
out in pa ra graph 3 of Ar tic le 1, each car rier which
ac cepts pas sen gers, bag ga ge or car go is sub ject to the
ru les set out in this Con ven tion and is de e med to be one 
of the par ties to the con tract of car ria ge in so far as the
con tract de als with that part of the car ria ge which is
per for med un der its su per vi sion.

2. In the case of car ria ge of this na tu re, the
pas sen ger or any per son en tit led to com pen sa tion in
res pect of him or her can take ac tion only aga inst the
car rier which per for med the car ria ge du ring which the
ac ci dent or the de lay oc cur red, save in the case whe re,
by ex press ag re e ment, the first car rier has as su med
lia bi li ty for the who le jo ur ney.

3. As re gards bag ga ge or car go, the pas sen ger or
con sig nor will have a right of ac tion aga inst the first
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car rier, and the pas sen ger or con sig nee who is en tit led
to de li ve ry will have a right of ac tion aga inst the last
car rier, and fur ther, each may take ac tion aga inst the
car rier which per for med the car ria ge du ring which the
des truc tion, loss, da ma ge or de lay took pla ce. The se
car riers will be jo in tly and se ve ral ly liab le to the
pas sen ger or to the con sig nor or con sig nee.

Ar tic le 37

Right of Re co ur se aga inst Third Par ties

Not hing in this Con ven tion shall pre ju di ce the
qu es tion whet her a per son liab le for da ma ge in
ac cor dan ce with its pro vi sions has a right of re co ur se
aga inst any ot her per son.

CHAP  TER  IV

COM BI NED CAR RIA GE

Ar tic le 38

Com bi ned Car ria ge

1. In the case of com bi ned car ria ge per for med par tly
by air and par tly by any ot her mode of car ria ge, the
pro vi sions of this Con ven tion shall, sub ject to
pa ra graph 4 of Ar tic le 18, ap ply only to the car ria ge by
air, pro vi ded that the car ria ge by air fa lls wit hin the
terms of Ar tic le 1. 

2. Not hing in this Con ven tion shall pre vent the
par ties in the case of com bi ned car ria ge from in ser ting
in the do cu ment of air car ria ge con di tions re la ting to
ot her mo des of car ria ge, pro vi ded that the pro vi sions of
this Con ven tion are ob ser ved as re gards the car ria ge by 
air.

CHAP  TER  V

Car ria ge by Air Per for med by a Per son ot her than
the Con trac ting Car rier

Ar tic le 39

Con trac ting Car rier - Ac tu al Car rier

The pro vi sions of this Chap ter ap ply when a per son
(he re i naf ter re fer red to as ‘the con trac ting carrier’) as a
prin ci pal ma kes a con tract of car ria ge go ver ned by this
Con ven tion with a pas sen ger or con sig nor or with
a ac ting on be half of the pas sen ger or con sig nor, and
anot her per son (he re i naf ter re fer red to as ‘the ac tu al
carrier’) per forms, by vir tue of aut ho ri ty from the
con trac ting car rier, the who le or part of the car ria ge,
but is not with res pect to such part a suc ces si ve car rier
wit hin the me a ning of this Con ven tion. Such aut ho ri ty
shall be pre su med in the ab sen ce of pro of to the
con tra ry.

Ar tic le 40

Res pec ti ve Lia bi li ty of Con trac ting
and Ac tu al Car riers

If an ac tu al car rier per forms the who le or part of
car ria ge which, ac cor ding to the con tract re fer red to in

Ar tic le 39, is go ver ned by this Con ven tion, both the
con trac ting car rier and the ac tu al car rier shall, ex cept
as ot her wi se pro vi ded in this Chap ter, be sub ject to the
ru les of this Con ven tion, the for mer for the who le of the
car ria ge con tem pla ted in the con tract, the lat ter so le ly
for the car ria ge which it per forms.

Ar tic le 41

Mu tu al Lia bi li ty

1. The acts and omis sions of the ac tu al car rier and of 
its ser vants and agents ac ting wit hin the sco pe of the ir
em plo y ment shall, in re la tion to the car ria ge per for med 
by the ac tu al car rier, be de e med to be also tho se of the
con trac ting car rier. 

2. The acts and omis sions of the con trac ting car rier
and of its ser vants and agents ac ting wit hin the sco pe
of the ir em plo y ment shall, in re la tion to the car ria ge
per for med by the ac tu al car rier, be de e med to be also
tho se of the ac tu al car rier. Ne ver the less, no such act or
omis sion shall sub ject the ac tu al car rier to lia bi li ty
ex ce e ding the amo unts re fer red to in Ar tic les 21, 22, 23 
and 24. Any spe cial ag re e ment un der which the
con trac ting car rier as su mes ob li ga tions not im po sed
by this Con ven tion or any wa i ver of rights or de fen ces
con fer red by this Con ven tion or any spe cial dec la ra tion 
of in te re st in de li ve ry at des ti na tion con tem pla ted in
Ar tic le 22 shall not af fect the ac tu al car rier un less
ag re ed to by it.

Ar tic le 42

Ad dres see of Com pla ints and In struc tions

Any com pla int to be made or in struc tion to be gi ven
un der this Con ven tion to the car rier shall have the
same ef fect whet her ad dres sed to the con trac ting
car rier or to the ac tu al car rier. Ne ver the less,
in struc tions re fer red to in Ar tic le 12 shall only be
ef fec ti ve if ad dres sed to the con trac ting car rier.

Ar tic le 43

Ser vants and Agents

In re la tion to the car ria ge per for med by the ac tu al
car rier, any ser vant or agent of that car rier or of the
con trac ting car rier shall, if they pro ve that they ac ted
wit hin the sco pe of the ir em plo y ment, be en tit led to
ava il them sel ves of the con di tions and li mits of lia bi li ty
which are ap pli cab le un der this Con ven tion to the
car rier who se ser vant or agent they are, un less it is
pro ved that they ac ted in a man ner that pre vents the
li mits of lia bi li ty from be ing in vo ked in ac cor dan ce with 
this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 44

Ag gre ga tion of Da ma ges

In re la tion to the car ria ge per for med by the ac tu al
car rier, the ag gre ga te of the amo unts re co ve rab le from
that car rier and the con trac ting car rier, and from the ir
ser vants and agents ac ting wit hin the sco pe of the ir
em plo y ment, shall not ex ce ed the hig hest amo unt
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which co uld be awar ded aga inst eit her the con trac ting
car rier or the ac tu al car rier un der this Con ven tion, but
none of the per sons men tio ned shall be liab le for a sum
in ex cess of the li mit ap pli cab le to that per son.

Ar tic le 45

Ad dres see of Cla ims

In re la tion to the car ria ge per for med by the ac tu al
car rier, an ac tion for da ma ges may be bro ught, at the
op tion of the pla in tiff, aga inst that car rier or the
con trac ting car rier, or aga inst both to get her or
se pa ra te ly. If the ac tion is bro ught aga inst only one of
tho se car riers, that car rier shall have the right to
re qu i re the ot her car rier to be jo i ned in the
pro ce e dings, the pro ce du re and ef fects be ing go ver ned
by the law of the co urt se i sed of the case.

Ar tic le 46

Ad di tio nal Ju ris dic tion

Any ac tion for da ma ges con tem pla ted in Ar tic le 45
must be bro ught, at the op tion of the pla in tiff, in the
ter ri to ry of one of the Sta tes Par ties, eit her be fo re a
co urt in which an ac tion may be bro ught aga inst the
con trac ting car rier, as pro vi ded in Ar tic le 33, or be fo re
the co urt ha ving ju ris dic tion at the pla ce whe re the
ac tu al car rier has its do mi ci le or its prin ci pal pla ce of
bu si ness.

Ar tic le 47

In va li di ty of Con trac tu al Pro vi sions

Any con trac tu al pro vi sion ten ding to re lie ve the
con trac ting car rier or the ac tu al car rier of lia bi li ty
un der this Chap ter or to fix a lo wer li mit than that
which is ap pli cab le ac cor ding to this Chap ter shall be
null and void, but the nul li ty of any such pro vi sion does 
not in vol ve the nul li ty of the who le con tract, which
shall re ma in sub ject to the pro vi sions of this Chap ter.

Ar tic le 48

Mu tu al Re la tions of Con trac ting
and Ac tu al Car riers

Ex cept as pro vi ded in Ar tic le 45, not hing in this
Chap ter shall af fect the rights and ob li ga tions of the
car riers bet we en them sel ves, in clu ding any right of
re co ur se or in dem ni fi ca tion.

CHAP  TER  V I

OT HER PRO VI SIONS

Ar tic le 49

Man da to ry Ap pli ca tion

Any cla u se con ta i ned in the con tract of car ria ge and
all spe cial ag re e ments en te red into be fo re the da ma ge
oc cur red by which the par ties pur port to in frin ge the
ru les laid down by this Con ven tion, whet her by
de ci ding the law to be ap plied, or by al te ring the ru les
as to ju ris dic tion, shall be null and void.

Ar tic le 50

In su ran ce

Sta tes Par ties shall re qu i re the ir car riers to ma in ta in
ade qu a te in su ran ce co ve ring the ir lia bi li ty un der this
Con ven tion. A car rier may be re qu i red by the Sta te
Par ty into which it ope ra tes to fur nish evi den ce that it
ma in ta ins ade qu a te in su ran ce co ve ring its lia bi li ty
un der this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 51

Car ria ge Per for med in Ex tra or di na ry
Cir cum stan ces

The pro vi sions of Ar tic les 3 to 5, 7 and 8 re la ting to
the do cu men ta tion of car ria ge shall not ap ply in the
case of car ria ge per for med in ex tra or di na ry
cir cum stan ces out si de the nor mal sco pe of a carrier's
bu si ness.

Ar tic le 52

De fi ni tion of Days

The ex pres sion ‘days’ when used in this Con ven tion
me ans ca len dar days, not wor king days.

CHAP  TER  V I I

FI NAL CLA U SES

Ar tic le 53

Sig na tu re, Ra ti fi ca tion and En try into For ce

1. This Con ven tion shall be open for sig na tu re in
Mon tre al on 28 May 1999 by Sta tes par ti ci pa ting in the
In ter na tio nal Con fe ren ce on Air Law held at Mon tre al
from 10 to 28 May 1999. Af ter 28 May 1999, the
Con ven tion shall be open to all Sta tes for sig na tu re at
the He ad qu ar ters of the In ter na tio nal Ci vil Avia tion
Or ga ni za tion in Mon tre al un til it en ters into for ce in
ac cor dan ce with pa ra graph 6 of this Ar tic le.

2. This Con ven tion shall si mi lar ly be open for
sig na tu re by Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion
Or ga ni sa tions. For the pur po se of this Con ven tion, a
‘Regional Eco no mic In teg ra tion Organisation’ me ans
any or ga ni sa tion which is con sti tu ted by so ve re ign
Sta tes of a gi ven re gion which has com pe ten ce in
res pect of cer ta in mat ters go ver ned by this Con ven tion
and has been duly aut ho ri zed to sign and to ra ti fy,
ac cept, ap pro ve or ac ce de to this Con ven tion. A
re fe ren ce to a ‘State Party’ or ‘States Parties’ in this
Con ven tion, ot her wi se than in pa ra graph 2 of Ar tic le 1,
pa ra graph 1(b) of Ar tic le 3, pa ra graph (b) of Ar tic le 5,
Ar tic les 23, 33, 46 and pa ra graph (b) of Ar tic le 57,
ap plies equ al ly to a Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion
Or ga ni sa tion. For the pur po se of Ar tic le 24, the
re fe ren ces to ‘a ma jo ri ty of the Sta tes Parties’ and
‘one-third of the Sta tes Parties’ shall not ap ply to a
Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion Or ga ni sa tion.

3. This Con ven tion shall be sub ject to ra ti fi ca tion by
Sta tes and by Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion
Or ga ni sa tions which have sig ned it.
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4. Any Sta te or Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion
Or ga ni sa tion which does not sign this Con ven tion may
ac cept, ap pro ve or ac ce de to it at any time.

5. In stru ments of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val
or ac ces sion shall be de po si ted with the In ter na tio nal
Ci vil Avia tion Or ga ni za tion, which is he re by de sig na ted 
the De po si ta ry.

6. This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the
six tieth day fol lo wing the date of de po sit of the thir tieth
in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or
ac ces sion with the De po si ta ry bet we en the Sta tes
which have de po si ted such in stru ment. An in stru ment
de po si ted by a Re gio nal Eco no mic In teg ra tion
Or ga ni sa tion shall not be co un ted for the pur po se of
this pa ra graph.

7. For ot her Sta tes and for ot her Re gio nal Eco no mic
In teg ra tion Or ga ni sa tions, this Con ven tion shall take
ef fect 60 days fol lo wing the date of de po sit of the
in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or
ac ces sion.

8. The De po si ta ry shall prom ptly no ti fy all
sig na to ries and Sta tes Par ties of:
(a) each sig na tu re of this Con ven tion and date

the re of;
(b) each de po sit of an in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion,

ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or ac ces sion and date
the re of;

(c) the date of en try into for ce of this Con ven tion;
(d) the date of the co ming into for ce of any re vi sion of

the li mits of lia bi li ty es tab lis hed un der this
Con ven tion;

(e) any de nun cia tion un der Ar tic le 54.

Ar tic le 54

De nun cia tion

1. Any Sta te Par ty may de no un ce this Con ven tion by 
writ ten no ti fi ca tion to the De po si ta ry.

2. De nun cia tion shall take ef fect 180 days fol lo wing
the date on which no ti fi ca tion is re ce i ved by the
De po si ta ry.

Ar tic le 55

Re la tion ship with ot her War saw Con ven tion
In stru ments

This Con ven tion shall pre va il over any ru les which
ap ply to in ter na tio nal car ria ge by air:

1. bet we en Sta tes Par ties to this Con ven tion by
vir tue of tho se Sta tes com mon ly be ing Par ty to
(a) the Con ven tion for the Uni fi ca tion of Cer ta in Ru les

Re la ting to In ter na tio nal Car ria ge by Air sig ned at
War saw on 12 Oc to ber 1929 (he re i naf ter cal led the
‘Warsaw Convention’);

(b) the Pro to col to Amend the Con ven tion for the
Uni fi ca tion of Cer ta in Ru les Re la ting to

In ter na tio nal Car ria ge by Air Sig ned at War saw on
12 Oc to ber 1929, done at The Ha gue on 28
Sep tem ber 1955 (he re i naf ter cal led The Ha gue
Pro to col);

(c) the Con ven tion, Sup ple men ta ry to the War saw
Con ven tion, for the Uni fi ca tion of Cer ta in Ru les
Re la ting to In ter na tio nal Car ria ge by Air Per for med 
by a Per son Ot her than the Con trac ting Car rier,
sig ned at Gu a da la ja ra on 18 Sep tem ber 1961
(he re i naf ter cal led the Gu a da la ja ra Con ven tion);

(d) the Pro to col to Amend the Con ven tion for the
Uni fi ca tion of Cer ta in Ru les Re la ting to
In ter na tio nal Car ria ge by Air Sig ned at War saw on
12 Oc to ber 1929 as Amen ded by the Pro to col Done
at The Ha gue on 28 Sep tem ber 1955 sig ned at
Gu a te ma la City on 8 March 1971 (he re i naf ter
cal led the Gu a te ma la City Pro to col);

(e) Ad di tio nal Pro to col Nos 1 to 3 and Mon tre al
Pro to col No 4 to amend the War saw Con ven tion as
amen ded by The Ha gue Pro to col or the War saw
Con ven tion as amen ded by both The Ha gue
Pro to col and the Gu a te ma la City Pro to col sig ned at 
Mon tre al on 25 Sep tem ber 1975 (he re i naf ter cal led 
the Mon tre al Pro to cols); or

2. wit hin the ter ri to ry of any sing le Sta te Par ty to this 
Con ven tion by vir tue of that Sta te be ing Par ty to one or
more of the in stru ments re fer red to in sub pa rag raphs
(a) to (e) abo ve.

Ar tic le 56

Sta tes with more than one Sys tem of Law

1. If a Sta te has two or more ter ri to rial units in which 
dif fe rent sys tems of law are ap pli cab le in re la tion to
mat ters de alt with in this Con ven tion, it may at the
time of sig na tu re, ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce, ap pro val or
ac ces sion dec la re that this Con ven tion shall ex tend to
all its ter ri to rial units or only to one or more of them
and may mo di fy this dec la ra tion by sub mit ting anot her 
dec la ra tion at any time.

2. Any such dec la ra tion shall be no ti fied to the
De po si ta ry and shall sta te ex pres sly the ter ri to rial
units to which the Con ven tion ap plies.

3. In re la tion to a Sta te Par ty which has made such a
dec la ra tion:
(a) re fe ren ces in Ar tic le 23 to ‘national currency’ shall

be con stru ed as re fer ring to the cur ren cy of the
re le vant ter ri to rial unit of that Sta te; and

(b) the re fe ren ce in Ar tic le 28 to ‘national law’ shall be
con stru ed as re fer ring to the law of the re le vant
ter ri to rial unit of that Sta te.

Ar tic le 57

Re ser va tions

No re ser va tion may be made to this Con ven tion
ex cept that a Sta te Par ty may at any time dec la re by
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a no ti fi ca tion ad dres sed to the De po si ta ry that this
Con ven tion shall not ap ply to:

(a) in ter na tio nal car ria ge by air per for med and
ope ra ted di rec tly by that Sta te Par ty for
non-commercial pur po ses in res pect to its
fun ctions and du ties as a so ve re ign Sta te;
and/or

(b) the car ria ge of per sons, car go and bag ga ge for its
mi li ta ry aut ho ri ties on air craft re gis te red in or
le a sed by that Sta te Par ty, the who le ca pa ci ty of
which has been re ser ved by or on be half of such
aut ho ri ties.

In wit ness whe re of the un der sig ned Ple ni po ten tia ries, 
ha ving been duly aut ho ri zed, have sig ned this
Con ven tion. DONE at Mon tre al on the 28th day of May
of the year one tho u sand nine hun dred and ninety-nine
in the En glish, Ara bic, Chi ne se, French, Rus sian and
Spa nish lan gu a ges, all texts be ing equ al ly aut hen tic.
This Con ven tion shall re ma in de po si ted in the ar chi ves
of the In ter na tio nal Ci vil Avia tion Or ga ni za tion, and
cer ti fied co pies the re of shall be trans mit ted by the
De po si ta ry to all Sta tes Par ties to this Con ven tion, as
well as to all Sta tes Par ties to the War saw Con ven tion,
The Ha gue Pro to col, the Gu a da la ja ra Con ven tion, the
Gu a te ma la City Pro to col, and the Mon tre al Pro to cols.
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