
T h e  N o r t h  A t  l a n  t i c  T r e  a  t y
Wash ing ton D. C. — 4 Ap ril 1949

The Par ties to this Tre a ty re af firm the ir fa ith in the
pur po ses and prin cip les of the Char ter of the Uni ted
Nations and the ir de si re to live in pe a ce with all pe op les 
and all go ver nments. 

They are de ter mi ned to sa fe gu ard the fre e dom, com -
mon he ri ta ge and ci vi li sa tion of the ir pe op les, fo un ded
on the prin cip les of de moc ra cy, in di vi du al li ber ty and
the rule of law. They seek to pro mo te sta bi li ty and
well-being in the North At lan tic area.

They are re sol ved to uni te the ir ef forts for col lec ti ve
de fen ce and for the pre ser va tion of pe a ce and se cu ri ty.

They the re fo re ag ree to this North At lan tic Tre a ty: 

Ar tic le 1

The Par ties un der ta ke, as set forth in the Char ter of
the Uni ted Na tions, to set tle any in ter na tio nal dis pu te
in which they may be in vol ved by pe a ce ful me ans in
such a man ner that in ter na tio nal pe a ce and se cu ri ty
and jus ti ce are not en dan ge red, and to ref ra in in the ir
in ter na tio nal re la tions from the thre at or use of for ce in 
any man ner in con sis tent with the pur po ses of the Uni -
ted Na tions. 

Ar tic le 2

The Par ties will con tri bu te to ward the fur ther de ve -
lop ment of pe a ce ful and frien dly in ter na tio nal re la -
tions by stren gthe ning the ir free in sti tu tions, by brin -
ging abo ut a bet ter un der stan ding of the prin cip les
upon which the se in sti tu tions are fo un ded, and by pro -
mo ting con di tions of sta bi li ty and well-being. They will
seek to eli mi na te con flict in the ir in ter na tio nal eco no -
mic po li cies and will en co u ra ge eco no mic col la bo ra tion 
bet we en any or all of them. 

Ar tic le 3

In or der more ef fec ti ve ly to achie ve the ob jec ti ves of
this Tre a ty, the Par ties, se pa ra te ly and jo in tly, by me ans
of con ti nu o us and ef fec ti ve self-help and mu tu al aid,
will ma in ta in and de ve lop the ir in di vi du al and col lec ti -
ve ca pa ci ty to re sist ar med at tack. 

Ar tic le 4

The Par ties will con sult to get her whe ne ver, in the
opi nion of any of them, the ter ri to rial in teg ri ty, po li ti cal 
in de pen den ce or se cu ri ty of any of the Par ties is thre a -
te ned. 

Ar tic le 5

The Par ties ag ree that an ar med at tack aga inst one
or more of them in Eu ro pe or North Ame ri ca shall be
con si de red an at tack aga inst them all and con se qu en t -
ly they ag ree that, if such an ar med at tack oc curs, each 
of them, in exer ci se of the right of in di vi du al or col lec ti -
ve self-defence re cog ni sed by Ar tic le 51 of the Char ter
of the Uni ted Na tions, will as sist the Par ty or Par ties so
at tac ked by ta king for thwith, in di vi du al ly and in con -
cert with the ot her Par ties, such ac tion as it de ems ne -
ces sa ry, in clu ding the use of ar med for ce, to res to re
and ma in ta in the se cu ri ty of the North At lan tic area.

Any such ar med at tack and all me a su res ta ken as
a re sult the re of shall im me dia te ly be re por ted to the
Se cu ri ty Co un cil. Such me a su res shall be ter mi na ted
when the Se cu ri ty Co un cil has ta ken the me a su res ne -
ces sa ry to res to re and ma in ta in in ter na tio nal pe a ce
and se cu ri ty. 

Ar tic le 61)

For the pur po se of Ar tic le 5, an ar med at tack on one
or more of the Par ties is de e med to in clu de an ar med
 attack:
— on the ter ri to ry of any of the Par ties in Eu ro pe or

North Ame ri ca, on the Al ge rian De par tments of
Fran ce,2) on the ter ri to ry of or on the Is lands un der
the ju ris dic tion of any of the Par ties in the North At -
lan tic area north of the Tro pic of Can cer; 

— on the for ces, ves sels, or air craft of any of the Par -
ties, when in or over the se ter ri to ries or any ot her
area in Eu ro pe in which oc cu pa tion for ces of any of
the Par ties were sta tio ned on the date when the Tre -
a ty en te red into for ce or the Me di ter ra ne an Sea or the 
North At lan tic area north of the Tro pic of Can cer.
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1) The de fi ni tion of the ter ri to ries to which Ar tic le 5 ap plies was re vi sed by Ar tic le 2 of the Pro to col to the North At lan tic Tre a ty on the
ac ces sion of Gre e ce and Tur key sig ned on 22 Oc to ber 1951. 

2) On Ja nu a ry 16, 1963, the North At lan tic Co un cil no ted that in so far as the for mer Al ge rian De par tments of Fran ce were con cer ned, the
re le vant cla u ses of this Tre a ty had be co me inap pli cab le as from July 3, 1962.



Ar tic le 7

This Tre a ty does not af fect, and shall not be in ter pre -
ted as af fec ting in any way the rights and ob li ga tions
un der the Char ter of the Par ties which are mem bers of
the Uni ted Na tions, or the pri ma ry res pon si bi li ty of the
Se cu ri ty Co un cil for the ma in te nan ce of in ter na tio nal
pe a ce and se cu ri ty. 

Ar tic le 8

Each Par ty dec la res that none of the in ter na tio nal
en ga ge ments now in for ce bet we en it and any ot her of
the Par ties or any third Sta te is in con flict with the pro -
vi sions of this Tre a ty, and un der ta kes not to en ter into
any in ter na tio nal en ga ge ment in con flict with this Tre a -
ty.

Ar tic le 9

The Par ties he re by es tab lish a Co un cil, on which
each of them shall be re pre sen ted, to con si der mat ters
con cer ning the im ple men ta tion of this Tre a ty. The
 Coun cil shall be so or ga ni sed as to be able to meet
prom ptly at any time. The Co un cil shall set up such
sub si dia ry bo dies as may be ne ces sa ry; in par ti cu lar it
shall es tab lish im me dia te ly a de fen ce com mit tee which 
shall re com mend me a su res for the im ple men ta tion of
Ar tic les 3 and 5.

Ar tic le 10

The Par ties may, by una ni mo us ag re e ment, in vi te
any ot her Eu ro pe an Sta te in a po si tion to fur ther the
prin cip les of this Tre a ty and to con tri bu te to the se cu ri -
ty of the North At lan tic area to ac ce de to this Tre a ty.
Any Sta te so in vi ted may be co me a Par ty to the Tre a ty
by de po si ting its in stru ment of ac ces sion with the Go -
ver nment of the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca. The Go ver n -
ment of the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca will in form each of 
the Par ties of the de po sit of each such in stru ment of
ac ces sion. 

Ar tic le 11

This Tre a ty shall be ra ti fied and its pro vi sions car -
ried out by the Par ties in ac cor dan ce with the ir res pec -
ti ve con sti tu tio nal pro ces ses. The in stru ments of ra ti fi -
ca tion shall be de po si ted as soon as po ssib le with the
Go ver nment of the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca, which will 
no ti fy all the ot her sig na to ries of each de po sit. The
 Trea ty shall en ter into for ce bet we en the Sta tes which
have ra ti fied it as soon as the ra ti fi ca tions of the ma jo -
ri ty of the sig na to ries, in clu ding the ra ti fi ca tions of Bel -
gium, Ca na da, Fran ce, Lu xem bo urg, the Ne ther lands,
the Uni ted Kin gdom and the Uni ted Sta tes, have been
de po si ted and shall come into ef fect with res pect to
 other Sta tes on the date of the de po sit of the ir ra ti fi ca -
tions.3)

Ar tic le 12

Af ter the Tre a ty has been in for ce for ten ye ars, or at
any time the re af ter, the Par ties shall, if any of them so
re qu ests, con sult to get her for the pur po se of re vie wing
the Tre a ty, ha ving re gard for the fac tors then af fec ting
pe a ce and se cu ri ty in the North At lan tic area, in clu -
ding the de ve lop ment of uni ver sal as well as re gio nal
ar ran ge ments un der the Char ter of the Uni ted Na tions
for the ma in te nan ce of in ter na tio nal pe a ce and se cu ri -
ty.

Ar tic le 13

Af ter the Tre a ty has been in for ce for twen ty ye ars,
any Par ty may ce a se to be a Par ty one year af ter its no ti -
ce of de nun cia tion has been gi ven to the Go ver nment of 
the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca, which will in form the Go -
ver nments of the ot her Par ties of the de po sit of each no -
ti ce of de nun cia tion.

Ar tic le 14

This Tre a ty, of which the En glish and French texts
are equ al ly aut hen tic, shall be de po si ted in the ar chi -
ves of the Go ver nment of the Uni ted Sta tes of Ame ri ca.
Duly cer ti fied co pies will be trans mit ted by that  Go -
vern ment to the Go ver nments of ot her sig na to ries.
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3) The Tre a ty came into for ce on 24 Au gust 1949, af ter the de po si tion of the ra ti fi ca tions of all sig na to ry sta tes.


