
AD DI TIO NAL PRO TO COL TO THE CON VEN TION ON PRO HI BI TIONS OR 
RES TRIC TIONS ON THE USE OF CER TA IN CON VEN TIO NAL WE A PONS WHICH

 MAY BE DE E MED TO BE EX CES SI VE LY IN JU RIO US OR TO HAVE 
IN DIS CRI MI NA TE EF FECTS
VIEN NA, 13 OC TO BER 1995

Ar tic le 1: Ad di tio nal Pro to col

The fol lo wing pro to col shall be an ne xed to the Con -
ven tion on Pro hi bi tions or Res tric tions on the Use of
Cer ta in Con ven tio nal We a pons Which May Be De e med
to Be Ex ces si ve ly In ju rio us or to Have In dis cri mi na te
Ef fects (“the Con ven tion”) as Pro to col IV:

“Pro to col  on Blin ding La ser We a pons
(Pro to col  IV)  

Ar tic le 1

It is pro hi bi ted to em ploy la ser we a pons spe ci fi cal ly
de sig ned, as the ir sole com bat fun ction or as one of
the ir com bat fun ctions, to ca u se per ma nent blin dness
to unen han ced vi sion, that is to the na ked eye or to the
eye with cor rec ti ve ey e sight de vi ces. The High Con trac -
ting Par ties shall not trans fer such we a pons to any Sta -
te or non—Sta te en ti ty. 

Ar tic le 2

In the em plo y ment of la ser sys tems, the High Con -
trac ting Par ties shall take all fe a sib le pre ca u tions to

avo id the in ci den ce of per ma nent blin dness to unen -
han ced vi sion. Such pre ca u tions shall in clu de tra i ning 
of the ir ar med for ces and ot her prac ti cal me a su res. 

Ar tic le 3

Blin ding as an in ci den tal or col la te ral ef fect of the le -
gi ti ma te mi li ta ry em plo y ment of la ser sys tems, in clu -
ding la ser sys tems used aga inst op ti cal equ ip ment, is
not co ve red by the pro hi bi tion of this Pro to col. 

Ar tic le 4

For the pur po se of this Pro to col “per ma nent blin -
dness” me ans ir re ver sib le and un cor rec tab le loss of vi -
sion which is se rio us ly di sab ling with no pro spect of re -
co ve ry. Se rio us di sa bi li ty is equ i va lent to vi su al acu i ty
of less than 20/200 Snel len me a su red using both
eyes.“

Ar tic le 2: En try into for ce

This Pro to col shall en ter into for ce as pro vi ded for in
pa ra graphs 3 and 4 of Ar tic le 5 of the Con ven tion.
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