
CON VEN  T ION
ba sed on Ar tic le K.3 of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, on the es tab lis hment of a Eu ro pe an

Po li ce Of fi ce (Eu ro pol Con ven tion)

AN NEX 

CON VEN TION ba sed on Ar tic le K.3 of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, on the es tab lis hment of a Eu ro pe an
Po li ce Of fi ce (Eu ro pol Con ven tion) 

THE HIGH CON TRAC TING PAR TIES to the pre sent
Con ven tion, Mem ber Sta tes of the Eu ro pe an Union,

RE FER RING to the Co un cil Act of 26 July 1995; 

AWA RE of the ur gent prob lems ari sing from
ter ro rism, un law ful drug traf fic king and ot her se rio us
forms of in ter na tio nal cri me; 

WHE RE AS the re is a need for prog ress in so li da ri ty
and co o pe ra tion bet we en the Mem ber Sta tes of the
Eu ro pe an Union, par ti cu lar ly thro ugh an im pro ve ment 
in po li ce co o pe ra tion bet we en the Mem ber Sta tes; 

WHE RE AS such prog ress sho uld enab le the
pro tec tion of se cu ri ty and pub lic or der to be fur ther
im pro ved; 

WHE RE AS the es tab lis hment of a Eu ro pe an Po li ce
Of fi ce (Eu ro pol) was ag re ed in the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an
Union of 7 Feb ru a ry 1992; 

IN VIEW of the de ci sion of the Eu ro pe an Co un cil of 29 

Oc to ber 1993 that Eu ro pol sho uld be es tab lis hed in the 
Ne ther lands and have its seat in The Ha gue; 

MIN DFUL of the com mon ob jec ti ve of im pro ving
po li ce co o pe ra tion in the field of ter ro rism, un law ful
drug traf fic king and ot her se rio us forms of
in ter na tio nal cri me thro ugh a con stant, con fi den tial
and in ten si ve ex chan ge of in for ma tion bet we en
Eu ro pol and Mem ber States' na tio nal units; 

ON THE UN DER STAN DING that the forms of
co o pe ra tion laid down in this Con ven tion sho uld not
af fect ot her forms of bi la te ral or mul ti la te ral
co o pe ra tion; 

CON VIN CED that in the field of po li ce co o pe ra tion,
par ti cu lar at ten tion must be paid to the pro tec tion of
the rights of in di vi du als, and in par ti cu lar to the
pro tec tion of the ir per so nal data; 

WHE RE AS the ac ti vi ties of Eu ro pol un der this
Con ven tion are wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the po wers of the
Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties; whe re as Eu ro pol and the
Com mu ni ties have a mu tu al in te re st, in the fra me work
of the Eu ro pe an Union, in es tab lis hing ty pes of
co o pe ra tion enab ling each of them to per form the ir
res pec ti ve tasks as ef fec ti ve ly as po ssib le,
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HAVE AG RE ED AS FOL LOWS:

T IT  LE  I  

ES TAB LIS HMENT AND TASKS

Ar tic le 1 

Es tab lis hment

1. The Mem ber Sta tes of the Eu ro pe an Union,
he re i naf ter re fer red to as 'Member States', he re by
es tab lish a Eu ro pe an Po li ce Of fi ce, he re i naf ter re fer red
to as 'Europol'.

2. Eu ro pol shall lia i se with a sing le na tio nal unit in
each Mem ber Sta te, to be es tab lis hed or de sig na ted in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 4.

Ar tic le 2 

Ob jec ti ve

1. The ob jec ti ve of Eu ro pol shall be, wit hin the
fra me work of co o pe ra tion bet we en the Mem ber Sta tes
pur su ant to Ar tic le K.1 (9) of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an
Union, to im pro ve, by me ans of the me a su res re fer red
to in this Con ven tion, the ef fec ti ve ness and
co o pe ra tion of the com pe tent aut ho ri ties in the
Mem ber Sta tes in pre ven ting and com ba ting ter ro rism, 
un law ful drug traf fic king and ot her se rio us forms of
in ter na tio nal cri me whe re the re are fac tu al in di ca tions
that an or ga ni zed cri mi nal struc tu re is in vol ved and
two or more Mem ber Sta tes are af fec ted by the forms of
cri me in qu es tion in such a way as to re qu i re a com mon
ap pro ach by the Mem ber Sta tes owing to the sca le,
sig ni fi can ce and con se qu en ces of the of fen ces
con cer ned.

2. In or der to achie ve prog res si ve ly the ob jec ti ve
men tio ned in pa ra graph 1, Eu ro pol shall ini tial ly act to
pre vent and com bat un law ful drug traf fic king,
traf fic king in nuc le ar and ra dio ac ti ve sub stan ces,
il le gal im mig rant smug gling, tra de in hu man be ings
and mo tor ve hic le cri me.

Wit hin two ye ars at the la test fol lo wing the en try into
for ce of this Con ven tion, Eu ro pol shall also deal with
cri mes com mit ted or li ke ly to be com mit ted in the
co ur se of ter ro rist ac ti vi ties aga inst life, limb, per so nal
fre e dom or pro per ty. The Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly
in ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI
of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, may de ci de to
in struct Eu ro pol to deal with such ter ro rist ac ti vi ties
be fo re that pe riod has ex pi red.

The Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly in ac cor dan ce with
the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, may de ci de to in struct Eu ro pol to
deal with ot her forms of cri me lis ted in the An nex to this 
Con ven tion or spe ci fic ma ni fes ta tions the re of. Be fo re
ac ting, the Co un cil shall in struct the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard to pre pa re its de ci sion and in par ti cu lar to set
out the bud ge ta ry and staf fing im pli ca tions for
Eu ro pol.

3. Europol's com pe ten ce as re gards a form of cri me or 
spe ci fic ma ni fes ta tions the re of shall co ver both:

(1) il le gal money-laundering ac ti vi ties in con nec tion
with the se forms of cri me or spe ci fic ma ni fes ta tions
the re of; 

(2) re la ted cri mi nal of fen ces.

The fol lo wing shall be re gar ded as re la ted and shall
be ta ken into ac co unt in ac cor dan ce with the
pro ce du res set out in Ar tic les 8 and 10:
— cri mi nal of fen ces com mit ted in or der to pro cu re the

me ans for per pet ra ting acts wit hin the sphe re of
com pe ten ce of Eu ro pol,

— cri mi nal of fen ces com mit ted in or der to fa ci li ta te or
car ry out acts wit hin the sphe re of com pe ten ce of
Eu ro pol,

— cri mi nal of fen ces com mit ted to en su re the im pu ni ty
of acts wit hin the sphe re of com pe ten ce of Eu ro pol.

4. For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion, 'competent
authorities' me ans all pub lic bo dies exis ting in the
Mem ber Sta tes which are res pon sib le un der na tio nal
law for pre ven ting and com ba ting cri mi nal of fen ces.

5. For the pur po ses of pa ra graphs 1 and 2, 'unlawful
drug trafficking' me ans the cri mi nal of fen ces lis ted in
Ar tic le 3 (1) of the Uni ted Na tions Con ven tion of 20
De cem ber 1988 aga inst Il li cit Traf fic in Na rco tic Drugs
and Psy cho tro pic Sub stan ces and in the pro vi sions
amen ding or rep la cing that Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 3 

Tasks

1. In the fra me work of its ob jec ti ve pur su ant to
Ar tic le 2 (1), Eu ro pol shall have the fol lo wing prin ci pal
tasks:

(1) to fa ci li ta te the ex chan ge of in for ma tion bet we en
the Mem ber Sta tes; 

(2) to ob ta in, col la te and ana ly se in for ma tion and
in tel li gen ce; 

(3) to no ti fy the com pe tent aut ho ri ties of the Mem ber
Sta tes wit ho ut de lay via the na tio nal units
re fer red to in Ar tic le 4 of in for ma tion con cer ning
them and of any con nec tions iden ti fied bet we en
cri mi nal of fen ces; 

(4) to aid in ves ti ga tions in the Mem ber Sta tes by
for war ding all re le vant in for ma tion to the
na tio nal units; 

(5) to ma in ta in a com pu te ri zed sys tem of col lec ted
in for ma tion con ta i ning data in ac cor dan ce with
Ar tic les 8, 10 and 11.

2. In or der to im pro ve the co o pe ra tion and
ef fec ti ve ness of the com pe tent aut ho ri ties in the
Mem ber Sta tes thro ugh the na tio nal units with a view
to ful fil ling the ob jec ti ve set out in Ar tic le 2 (1), Eu ro pol
shall fur ther mo re have the fol lo wing ad di tio nal tasks:

(1) to de ve lop spe cia list know led ge of the
in ves ti ga ti ve pro ce du res of the com pe tent
aut ho ri ties in the Mem ber Sta tes and to pro vi de
ad vi ce on in ves ti ga tions; 

(2) to pro vi de stra te gic in tel li gen ce to as sist with and
pro mo te the ef fi cient and ef fec ti ve use of the
re so ur ces ava i lab le at na tio nal le vel for
ope ra tio nal ac ti vi ties; 

(3) to pre pa re ge ne ral si tu a tion re ports.
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3. In the con text of its ob jec ti ve un der Ar tic le 2 (1)
Eu ro pol may, in ad di tion, in ac cor dan ce with its
staf fing and the bud ge ta ry re so ur ces at its dis po sal
and wit hin the li mits set by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard,
as sist Mem ber Sta tes thro ugh ad vi ce and re se arch in
the fol lo wing are as:

(1) tra i ning of mem bers of the ir com pe tent
aut ho ri ties; 

(2) or ga ni za tion and equ ip ment of tho se aut ho ri ties; 
(3) cri me pre ven tion met hods; 
(4) tech ni cal and fo ren sic po li ce met hods and

in ves ti ga ti ve pro ce du res.

Ar tic le 4 

Na tio nal units

1. Each Mem ber Sta te shall es tab lish or de sig na te a
na tio nal unit to car ry out the tasks lis ted in this Ar tic le.

2. The na tio nal unit shall be the only lia i son body
bet we en Eu ro pol and the com pe tent na tio nal
aut ho ri ties. Re la tion ships bet we en the na tio nal unit
and the com pe tent aut ho ri ties shall be go ver ned by
na tio nal law, and, in par ti cu lar the re le vant na tio nal
con sti tu tio nal re qu i re ments.

3. Mem ber Sta tes shall take the ne ces sa ry me a su res
to en su re that the na tio nal units are able to ful fil the ir
tasks and, in par ti cu lar, have ac cess to re le vant
na tio nal data.

4. It shall be the task of the na tio nal units to:
(1) sup ply Eu ro pol on the ir own ini tia ti ve with the

in for ma tion and in tel li gen ce ne ces sa ry for it to
car ry out its tasks; 

(2) res pond to Europol's re qu ests for in for ma tion,
in tel li gen ce and ad vi ce; 

(3) keep in for ma tion and in tel li gen ce up to date; 
(4) eva lu a te in for ma tion and in tel li gen ce in

ac cor dan ce with na tio nal law for the com pe tent
aut ho ri ties and trans mit this ma te rial to them; 

(5) is sue re qu ests for ad vi ce, in for ma tion,
in tel li gen ce and ana ly sis to Eu ro pol; 

(6) sup ply Eu ro pol with in for ma tion for sto ra ge in
the com pu te ri zed sys tem; 

(7) en su re com plian ce with the law in eve ry ex chan ge 
of in for ma tion bet we en them sel ves and Eu ro pol.

5. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the exer ci se of the
res pon si bi li ties in cum bent upon Mem ber Sta tes as set
out in Ar tic le K.2 (2) of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, a 
na tio nal unit shall not be ob li ged in a par ti cu lar case to
sup ply the in for ma tion and in tel li gen ce pro vi ded for in
pa ra graph 4, po ints 1, 2 and 6 and in Ar tic les 7 and 10
if this wo uld mean:

(1) har ming es sen tial na tio nal se cu ri ty in te re sts; or
(2) je o par di zing the suc cess of a cur rent

in ves ti ga tion or the sa fe ty of in di vi du als;
(3) in vol ving in for ma tion per ta i ning to or ga ni za tions

or spe ci fic in tel li gen ce ac ti vi ties in the field of
Sta te se cu ri ty.

6. The costs in cur red by the na tio nal units for
com mu ni ca tions with Eu ro pol shall be bor ne by the
Mem ber Sta tes and, apart from the costs of con nec tion, 
shall not be char ged to Eu ro pol.

7. The He ads of na tio nal units shall meet as
ne ces sa ry to as sist Eu ro pol by gi ving ad vi ce.

Ar tic le 5 

Lia i son of fi cers

1. Each na tio nal unit shall se cond at le ast one lia i son 
of fi cer to Eu ro pol. The num ber of lia i son of fi cers who
may be sent by Mem ber Sta tes to Eu ro pol shall be laid
down by una ni mo us de ci sion of the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard; the de ci sion may be al te red at any time by
una ni mo us de ci sion of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard. Ex cept
as ot her wi se sti pu la ted in spe ci fic pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion, lia i son of fi cers shall be sub ject to the
na tio nal law of the se con ding Mem ber Sta te.

2. The lia i son of fi cers shall be in struc ted by the ir
na tio nal units to re pre sent the in te re sts of the lat ter
wit hin Eu ro pol in ac cor dan ce with the na tio nal law of
the se con ding Mem ber Sta te and in com plian ce with
the pro vi sions ap pli cab le to the ad mi nis tra tion of
Eu ro pol.

3. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to Ar tic le 4 (4) and (5), the
lia i son of fi cers shall, wit hin the fra me work of the
ob jec ti ve laid down in Ar tic le 2 (1), as sist in the
ex chan ge of in for ma tion bet we en the na tio nal units
which have se con ded them and Eu ro pol, in par ti cu lar
by:

(1) pro vi ding Eu ro pol with in for ma tion from the
se con ding na tio nal unit; 

(2) for war ding in for ma tion from Eu ro pol to the
se con ding na tio nal unit; and

(3) co o pe ra ting with the of fi cials of Eu ro pol by
pro vi ding in for ma tion and gi ving ad vi ce as
re gards ana ly sis of the in for ma tion con cer ning
the se con ding Mem ber Sta te.

4. At the same time, the lia i son of fi cers shall as sist in
the ex chan ge of in for ma tion from the ir na tio nal units
and the co or di na tion of the re sul ting me a su res in
ac cor dan ce with the ir na tio nal law and wit hin the
fra me work of the ob jec ti ve laid down in Ar tic le 2 (1).

5. To the ex tent ne ces sa ry for the per for man ce of the
tasks un der pa ra graph 3 abo ve, the lia i son of fi cers
shall have the right to con sult the va rio us fi les in
ac cor dan ce with the ap prop ria te pro vi sions spe ci fied in 
the re le vant Ar tic les.

6. Ar tic le 25 shall ap ply mu ta tis mu tan dis to the
ac ti vi ty of the lia i son of fi cers.

7. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the ot her pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion, the rights and ob li ga tions of lia i son
of fi cers in re la tion to Eu ro pol shall be de ter mi ned
una ni mo us ly by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

8. Lia i son of fi cers shall en joy the pri vi le ges and
im mu ni ties ne ces sa ry for the per for man ce of the ir
tasks in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 41 (2).

9. Eu ro pol shall pro vi de Mem ber Sta tes free of char ge 
with the ne ces sa ry pre mi ses in the Eu ro pol bu il ding for 
the ac ti vi ty of the ir lia i son of fi cers. All ot her costs
which ari se in con nec tion with se con ding lia i son
of fi cers shall be bor ne by the se con ding Mem ber Sta te;
this shall also ap ply to the costs of equ ip ment for
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lia i son of fi cers, to the ex tent that the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard does not una ni mo us ly re com mend ot her wi se in
a spe ci fic case when dra wing up the bud get of Eu ro pol.

Ar tic le 6 

Com pu te ri zed sys tem of col lec ted in for ma tion

1. Eu ro pol shall ma in ta in a com pu te ri zed sys tem of
col lec ted in for ma tion con sis ting of the fol lo wing
com po nents:

(1) an in for ma tion sys tem as re fer red to in Ar tic le 7
with a res tric ted and pre ci se ly de fi ned con tent
which al lows ra pid re fe ren ce to the in for ma tion
ava i lab le to the Mem ber Sta tes and Eu ro pol; 

(2) work fi les as re fer red to in Ar tic le 10 es tab lis hed
for va riab le pe riods of time for the pur po ses of
ana ly sis and con ta i ning com pre hen si ve
in for ma tion; and

(3) an in dex sys tem con ta i ning cer ta in par ti cu lars
from the ana ly sis fi les re fer red to in po int 2, in
ac cor dan ce with the ar ran ge ments laid down in
Ar tic le 11.

2. The com pu te ri zed sys tem of col lec ted in for ma tion
ope ra ted by Eu ro pol must un der no cir cum stan ces be
lin ked to ot her auto ma ted pro ces sing sys tems, ex cept
for the auto ma ted pro ces sing sys tems of the na tio nal
units.

T IT  LE  I I  

IN FOR MA TION SYS TEM

Ar tic le 7 

Es tab lis hment of the in for ma tion sys tem

1. In or der to per form its tasks, Eu ro pol shall
es tab lish and ma in ta in a com pu te ri zed in for ma tion
sys tem. The in for ma tion sys tem, into which Mem ber
Sta tes, re pre sen ted by the ir na tio nal units and lia i son
of fi cers, may di rec tly in put data in com plian ce with
the ir na tio nal pro ce du res, and into which Eu ro pol may
di rec tly in put data sup plied by third Sta tes and third
bo dies and ana ly sis data, shall be di rec tly ac ces sib le
for con sul ta tion by na tio nal units, lia i son of fi cers, the
Di rec tor, the De pu ty Di rec tors and duly em po we red
Eu ro pol of fi cials.

Di rect ac cess by the na tio nal units to the in for ma tion 
sys tem in res pect of the per sons re fer red to in Ar tic le 8
(1), po int 2 shall be res tric ted so le ly to the de tails of
iden ti ty lis ted in Ar tic le 8 (2). If ne e ded for a spe ci fic
en qu i ry, the full ran ge of data shall be ac ces sib le them
via the lia i son of fi cers.

2. Eu ro pol shall:
(1) have the task of en su ring com plian ce with the

pro vi sions go ver ning co o pe ra tion on and
ope ra tion of the in for ma tion sys tem, and

(2) be res pon sib le for the pro per wor king of the
in for ma tion sys tem in tech ni cal and ope ra tio nal
res pects. Eu ro pol shall in par ti cu lar take all
ne ces sa ry me a su res to en su re that the me a su res
re fer red to in Ar tic les 21 and 25 re gar ding the
in for ma tion sys tem are pro per ly im ple men ted.

3. The na tio nal unit in each Mem ber Sta te shall be
res pon sib le for com mu ni ca tion with the in for ma tion
sys tem. It shall, in par ti cu lar, be res pon sib le for the
se cu ri ty me a su res re fer red to in Ar tic le 25 in res pect of
the data-processing equ ip ment used wit hin the
ter ri to ry of the Mem ber Sta te in qu es tion, for the re view 
in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 21 and, in so far as re qu i red
un der the laws, re gu la tions, ad mi nis tra ti ve pro vi sions
and pro ce du res of that Mem ber Sta te, for the pro per
im ple men ta tion of this Con ven tion in ot her res pects.

Ar tic le 8 

Con tent of the in for ma tion sys tem

1. The in for ma tion sys tem may be used to sto re,
mo di fy and uti li ze only the data ne ces sa ry for the
per for man ce of Europol's tasks, with the ex cep tion of
data con cer ning re la ted cri mi nal of fen ces as re fer red to 
in the se cond sub pa rag raph of Ar tic le 2 (3). Data
en te red shall re la te to:

(1) per sons who, in ac cor dan ce with the na tio nal law
of the Mem ber Sta te con cer ned, are sus pec ted of
ha ving com mit ted or ha ving ta ken part in a
cri mi nal of fen ce for which Eu ro pol is com pe tent
un der Ar tic le 2 or who have been con vic ted of
such an of fen ce; 

(2) per sons who the re are se rio us gro unds un der
na tio nal law for be lie ving will com mit cri mi nal
of fen ces for which Eu ro pol is com pe tent un der
Ar tic le 2.

2. Per so nal data as re fer red to in pa ra graph 1 may
in clu de only the fol lo wing de tails:

(1) sur na me, ma i den name, gi ven na mes and any
alias or as su med name; 

(2) date and pla ce of birth; 
(3) na tio na li ty; 
(4) sex; and
(5) whe re ne ces sa ry, ot her cha rac te ris tics li ke ly to

as sist in iden ti fi ca tion, in clu ding any spe ci fic
ob jec ti ve phy si cal cha rac te ris tics not sub ject to
chan ge.

3. In ad di tion to the data re fer red to in pa ra graph 2
and data on Eu ro pol or the in put ting na tio nal unit, the
in for ma tion sys tem may also be used to sto re, mo di fy
and uti li ze the fol lo wing de tails con cer ning the per sons 
re fer red to in pa ra graph 1:

(1) cri mi nal of fen ces, al le ged cri mes and when and
whe re they were com mit ted; 

(2) me ans which were or may be used to com mit the
cri mes; 

(3) de par tments han dling the case and the ir fi ling
re fe ren ces; 

(4) sus pec ted mem ber ship of a cri mi nal
or ga ni za tion;

(5) con vic tions, whe re they re la te to cri mi nal
of fen ces for which Eu ro pol is com pe tent un der
Ar tic le 2.

The se data may also be in put when they do not yet
con ta in any re fe ren ces to per sons. Whe re Eu ro pol
in puts the data it self, as well as gi ving its fi ling
re fe ren ce it shall also in di ca te whet her the data were
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pro vi ded by a third par ty or are the re sult of its own
ana ly ses.

4. Ad di tio nal in for ma tion held by Eu ro pol or na tio nal 
units con cer ning the gro ups of per sons re fer red to in
pa ra graph 1 may be com mu ni ca ted to any na tio nal
unit or Eu ro pol sho uld eit her so re qu est. Na tio nal
units shall do so in com plian ce with the ir na tio nal law.

Whe re the ad di tio nal in for ma tion con cerns one or
more re la ted cri mi nal of fen ces as de fi ned in the se cond
sub pa rag raph of Ar tic le 2 (3), the data sto red in the
in for ma tion sys tem shall be mar ked ac cor din gly to
enab le na tio nal units and Eu ro pol to ex chan ge
in for ma tion on the re la ted cri mi nal of fen ces.

5. If pro ce e dings aga inst the per son con cer ned are
drop ped or if that per son is ac qu it ted, the data re la ting
to eit her de ci sion shall be de le ted.

Ar tic le 9 

Right of ac cess to the in for ma tion sys tem

1. Only na tio nal units, lia i son of fi cers, and the
Di rec tor, De pu ty Di rec tors or duly em po we red Eu ro pol
of fi cials shall have the right to in put data di rec tly into
the in for ma tion sys tem and ret rie ve it the ref rom. Data
may be ret rie ved whe re this is ne ces sa ry for the
per for man ce of Europol's tasks in a par ti cu lar case;
ret rie val shall be ef fec ted in ac cor dan ce with the laws,
re gu la tions, ad mi nis tra ti ve pro vi sions and pro ce du res
of the ret rie ving unit, sub ject to any ad di tio nal
pro vi sions con ta i ned in this Con ven tion.

2. Only the unit which en te red the data may mo di fy,
cor rect or de le te such data. Whe re a unit has re a son to
be lie ve that data as re fer red to in Ar tic le 8 (2) are
in cor rect or wis hes to sup ple ment them, it shall
im me dia te ly in form the in put ting unit; the lat ter shall
exa mi ne such no ti fi ca tion wit ho ut de lay and if
ne ces sa ry mo di fy, sup ple ment, cor rect or de le te the
data im me dia te ly. Whe re the sys tem con ta ins data as
re fer red to in Ar tic le 8 (3) con cer ning a per son, any unit
may en ter ad di tio nal data as re fer red to in Ar tic le 8 (3).
Whe re the re is an ob vio us con tra dic tion bet we en the
data in put, the units con cer ned shall con sult each
ot her and re ach ag re e ment. Whe re a unit in tends to
de le te al to get her data as re fer red to in Ar tic le 8 (2)
which has in put on a per son and whe re data as re fer red 
to in Ar tic le 8 (3) are held on the same per son but in put
by ot her units, res pon si bi li ty in terms of data
pro tec tion le gis la tion pur su ant to Ar tic le 15 (1) and the
right to mo di fy, sup ple ment, cor rect and de le te such
data pur su ant to Ar tic le 8 (2) shall be trans fer red to the
next unit to have en te red data as re fer red to in Ar tic le 8
(3) on that per son.The unit in ten ding to de le te shall
in form the unit to which res pon si bi li ty in terms of data
pro tec tion is trans fer red of its in ten tion.

3. Res pon si bi li ty for the per mis si bi li ty of ret rie val
from, in put into and mo di fi ca tions wit hin the
in for ma tion sys tem shall lie with the ret rie ving,
in put ting or mo di fy ing unit; it must be po ssib le to
iden ti fy that unit. The com mu ni ca tion of in for ma tion
bet we en na tio nal units and the com pe tent aut ho ri ties

in the Mem ber Sta tes shall be go ver ned by na tio nal
law.

T IT  LE  I I I  

WORK FI LES FOR THE PUR PO SES OF ANA LY SIS 

Ar tic le 10 

Col lec tion, pro ces sing and uti li za tion
of per so nal data

1. Whe re this is ne ces sa ry to achie ve the ob jec ti ve
laid down in Ar tic le 2 (1), Eu ro pol, in ad di tion to data of
a non-personal na tu re, may sto re, mo di fy, and uti li ze
in ot her fi les data on cri mi nal of fen ces for which
Eu ro pol is com pe tent un der Ar tic le 2 (2), in clu ding
data on the re la ted cri mi nal of fen ces pro vi ded for in the
se cond sub pa rag raph of Ar tic le 2 (3) which are
in ten ded for spe ci fic ana ly ses, and con cer ning:

(1) per sons as re fer red to in Ar tic le 8 (1); 
(2) per sons who might be cal led on to tes ti fy in

in ves ti ga tions in con nec tion with the of fen ces
un der con si de ra tion or in sub se qu ent cri mi nal
pro ce e dings; 

(3) per sons who have been the vic tims of one of the
of fen ces un der con si de ra tion or with re gard to
whom cer ta in facts give re a son for be lie ving that
they co uld be the vic tims of such an of fen ce; 

(4) con tacts and as so cia tes, and
(5) per sons who can pro vi de in for ma tion on the

cri mi nal of fen ces un der con si de ra tion.

The col lec tion, sto ra ge and pro ces sing of the data
lis ted in the first sen ten ce of Ar tic le 6 of the Co un cil of
Eu ro pe Con ven tion of 28 Ja nu a ry 1981 with re gard to
Auto ma tic Pro ces sing of Per so nal Data shall not be
per mit ted un less stric tly ne ces sa ry for the pur po ses of
the file con cer ned and un less such data sup ple ment
ot her per so nal data al re a dy en te red in that file. It shall
be pro hi bi ted to se lect a par ti cu lar gro up of per sons
so le ly on the ba sis of the data lis ted in the first sen ten ce 
of Ar tic le 6 of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe Con ven tion of 28
Ja nu a ry 1981 in bre ach of the afo re men tio ned ru les
with re gard to pur po se.

The Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly, in ac cor dan ce
with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, shall adopt im ple men ting ru les for
data fi les pre pa red by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard
con ta i ning ad di tio nal de tails, in par ti cu lar with re gard
to the ca te go ries of per so nal data re fer red to in this
Ar tic le and the pro vi sions con cer ning the se cu ri ty of
the data con cer ned and the in ter nal su per vi sion of
the ir use.

2. Such fi les shall be ope ned for the pur po ses of
ana ly sis de fi ned as the as sem bly, pro ces sing or
uti li za tion of data with the aim of hel ping a cri mi nal
in ves ti ga tion. Each ana ly sis pro ject shall en ta il the
es tab lis hment of an ana ly sis gro up clo se ly as so cia ting
the fol lo wing par ti ci pants in ac cor dan ce with the tasks
de fi ned in Ar tic le 3 (1) and (2) and Ar tic le 5 (3):

(1) ana lysts and ot her Eu ro pol of fi cials de sig na ted
by the Eu ro pol Di rec to ra te: only ana lysts shall be
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aut ho ri zed to en ter data into and ret rie ve data
from the file con cer ned; 

(2) the lia i son of fi cers and/or ex perts of the Mem ber
Sta tes sup ply ing the in for ma tion or con cer ned by
the ana ly sis wit hin the me a ning of pa ra graph 6.

3. At the re qu est of Eu ro pol or on the ir own ini tia ti ve,
na tio nal units shall, sub ject to Ar tic le 4 (5),
com mu ni ca te to Eu ro pol all the in for ma tion which it
may re qu i re for the per for man ce of its tasks un der
Ar tic le 3 (1), po int 2. The Mem ber Sta tes shall
com mu ni ca te such data only whe re pro ces sing the re of
for the pur po ses of pre ven ting, ana ly sing or com ba ting
of fen ces is also aut ho ri zed by the ir na tio nal law.

De pen ding on the ir de gree of sen si ti vi ty, data from
na tio nal units may be ro u ted di rec tly and by wha te ver
me ans may be ap prop ria te to the ana ly sis gro ups,
whet her via the lia i son of fi cers con cer ned or not.

4. If, in ad di tion to the data re fer red to in pa ra graph
3, it wo uld seem jus ti fied for Eu ro pol to have ot her
in for ma tion for the per for man ce of tasks un der Ar tic le
3 (1), po int 2, Eu ro pol may re qu est that:

(1) the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties and bo dies go ver ned
by pub lic law es tab lis hed un der the Tre a ties
es tab lis hing tho se Com mu ni ties; 

(2) ot her bo dies go ver ned by pub lic law es tab lis hed
in the fra me work of the Eu ro pe an Union; 

(3) bo dies which are ba sed on an ag re e ment bet we en
two or more Mem ber Sta tes of the Eu ro pe an
Union; 

(4) third Sta tes; 
(5) in ter na tio nal or ga ni za tions and the ir

sub or di na te bo dies go ver ned by pub lic law; 
(6) ot her bo dies go ver ned by pub lic law which are

ba sed on an ag re e ment bet we en two or more
Sta tes; and

(7) the In ter na tio nal Cri mi nal Po li ce Or ga ni za tion,
for ward the re le vant in for ma tion to it by wha te ver
me ans may be ap prop ria te. It may also, un der the same 
con di tions and by the same me ans, ac cept in for ma tion
pro vi ded by tho se va rio us bo dies on the ir own
ini tia ti ve. The Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of
the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union and af ter con sul ting the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard, shall draw up the ru les to be
ob ser ved by Eu ro pol in this res pect.

5. In so far as Eu ro pol is en tit led un der ot her
Con ven tions to gain com pu te ri zed ac cess to data from
ot her in for ma tion sys tems, Eu ro pol may ret rie ve
per so nal data by such me ans if this is ne ces sa ry for the
per for man ce of its tasks pur su ant to Ar tic le 3 (1), po int 2.

6. If an ana ly sis is of a ge ne ral na tu re and of a
stra te gic type, all Mem ber Sta tes, thro ugh lia i son
of fi cers and/or ex perts, shall be ful ly as so cia ted in the
fin dings the re of, in par ti cu lar thro ugh the
com mu ni ca tion of re ports drawn up by Eu ro pol.

If the ana ly sis be ars on spe ci fic ca ses not con cer ning
all Mem ber Sta tes and has a di rect ope ra tio nal aim,
re pre sen ta ti ves of the fol lo wing Mem ber Sta tes shall
par ti ci pa te the re in:

(1) Mem ber Sta tes which were the so ur ce of the
in for ma tion gi ving rise to the de ci sion to open the

ana ly sis file, or tho se which are di rec tly
con cer ned by that in for ma tion and Mem ber
Sta tes sub se qu en tly in vi ted by the ana ly sis gro up 
to take part in the ana ly sis be ca u se they are also
be co ming con cer ned; 

(2) Mem ber Sta tes which le arn from con sul ting the
in dex sys tem that they need to be in for med and
as sert that need to know un der the con di tions
laid down in pa ra graph 7.

7. The need to be in for med may be cla i med by
aut ho ri zed lia i son of fi cers. Each Mem ber Sta te shall
no mi na te and aut ho ri ze a li mi ted num ber of such
lia i son of fi cers. It shall for ward the list the re of to the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

A lia i son of fi cer shall cla im the need to be in for med as 
de fi ned in pa ra graph 6 by me ans of a writ ten re a so ned
sta te ment ap pro ved by the aut ho ri ty to which he is
sub or di na te in his Mem ber Sta te and for war ded to all
the par ti ci pants in the ana ly sis. He shall then be
auto ma ti cal ly as so cia ted in the ana ly sis in prog ress.

If an ob jec tion is ra i sed in the ana ly sis gro up,
auto ma tic as so cia tion shall be de fer red un til
com ple tion of a con ci lia tion pro ce du re, which may
com pri se three sta ges as fol lows:

(1) the par ti ci pants in the ana ly sis shall en de a vo ur
to re ach ag re e ment with the lia i son of fi cer
cla i ming the need to be in for med; they shall have
no more than eight days for that pur po se; 

(2) if no ag re e ment is re a ched, the he ads of the
na tio nal units con cer ned and the Di rec to ra te of
Eu ro pol shall meet wit hin three days; 

(3) if the di sag re e ment per sists, the re pre sen ta ti ves
of the par ties con cer ned on the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard shall meet wit hin eight days. If the Mem ber
Sta te con cer ned does not wa i ve its need to be
in for med, auto ma tic as so cia tion of that Mem ber
Sta te shall be de ci ded by con sen sus.

8. The Mem ber Sta te com mu ni ca ting an item of data
to Eu ro pol shall be the sole jud ge of the de gree of its
sen si ti vi ty and va ria tions the re of. Any dis se mi na tion
or ope ra tio nal use of ana ly sis data shall be de ci ded on
in con sul ta tion with the par ti ci pants in the ana ly sis. A
Mem ber Sta te jo i ning an ana ly sis in prog ress may not,
in par ti cu lar, dis se mi na te or use the data wit ho ut the
pri or ag re e ment of the Mem ber Sta tes ini tial ly
con cer ned.

Ar tic le 11 

In dex Sys tem

1. An in dex sys tem shall be cre a ted by Eu ro pol for
the data sto red on the fi les re fer red to in Ar tic le 10 (1).

2. The Di rec tor, De pu ty Di rec tors and duly
em po we red of fi cials of Eu ro pol and lia i son of fi cers
shall have the right to con sult the in dex sys tem. The
in dex sys tem shall be such that it is cle ar to the lia i son
of fi cer con sul ting it, from the data be ing con sul ted,
that the fi les re fer red to in Ar tic le 6 (1), po int 2 and
Ar tic le 10 (1) con ta in data con cer ning the se con ding
Mem ber Sta te.
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Ac cess by lia i son of fi cers shall be de fi ned in such a
way that it is po ssib le to de ter mi ne whet her or not an
item of in for ma tion is sto red, but that it is not po ssib le
to es tab lish con nec tions or fur ther con clu sions
re gar ding the con tent of the fi les.

3. The de tailed pro ce du res for the de sign of the in dex
sys tem shall be de fi ned by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard
ac ting una ni mo us ly.

Ar tic le 12 

Or der ope ning a data file

1. For eve ry com pu te ri zed data file con ta i ning
per so nal data ope ra ted by Eu ro pol for the pur po se of
per for ming its tasks re fer red to in Ar tic le 10, Eu ro pol
shall spe ci fy in an or der ope ning the file, which shall
re qu i re the ap pro val of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard:

(1) the file name; 
(2) the pur po se of the file; 
(3) the gro ups of per sons on whom data are sto red; 
(4) the na tu re of the data to be sto red, and any of the

data lis ted in the first sen ten ce of Ar tic le 6 of the
Co un cil of Eu ro pe Con ven tion of 28 Ja nu a ry
1981 which are stric tly ne ces sa ry; 

(5) the type of per so nal data used to open the file; 
(6) the sup ply or in put of the data to be sto red; 
(7) the con di tions un der which the per so nal data

sto red in the file may be com mu ni ca ted, to which
re ci pients and un der what pro ce du re; 

(8) the time li mits for exa mi na tion and du ra tion of
sto ra ge; 

(9) the met hod of es tab lis hing the au dit log.

The jo int su per vi so ry body pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 24
shall im me dia te ly be ad vi sed by the Di rec tor of Eu ro pol 
of the plan to or der the ope ning of such a data file and
shall re ce i ve the do ssier so that it may ad dress any
com ments it de ems ne ces sa ry to the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard.

2. If the ur gen cy of the mat ter is such as to pre clu de
ob ta i ning the ap pro val of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard as
re qu i red un der pa ra graph 1, the Di rec tor, on his own
ini tia ti ve or at the re qu est of the Mem ber Sta tes
con cer ned, may be a re a so ned de ci sion, or der the
ope ning of a data file. At the same time he shall in form
the mem bers of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard of his de ci sion.
The pro ce du re pur su ant to pa ra graph 1 shall then be
set in mo tion wit ho ut de lay and com ple ted as soon as
po ssib le.

T IT  LE  IV  

COM MON PRO VI SIONS ON IN FOR MA TION
PRO CES SING 

Ar tic le 13 

Duty to no ti fy

Eu ro pol shall prom ptly no ti fy the na tio nal units and
also the ir lia i son of fi cers if the na tio nal units so
re qu est, of any in for ma tion con cer ning the ir Mem ber
Sta te and of con nec tions iden ti fied bet we en cri mi nal
of fen ces for which Eu ro pol is com pe tent un der Ar tic le 2. 

In for ma tion and in tel li gen ce con cer ning ot her
se rio us cri mi nal of fen ces, of which Eu ro pol be co mes
awa re in the co ur se of its du ties, may also be
com mu ni ca ted.

Ar tic le 14 

Stan dard of data pro tec tion

1. By the time of the en try into for ce of this
Con ven tion at the la test, each Mem ber Sta te shall,
un der its na tio nal le gis la tion, take the ne ces sa ry
me a su res in re la tion to the pro ces sing of per so nal data
in data fi les in the fra me work of this Con ven tion to
en su re a stan dard of data pro tec tion which at le ast
cor res ponds to the stan dard re sul ting from the
im ple men ta tion of the prin cip les of the Co un cil of
Eu ro pe Con ven tion of 28 Ja nu a ry 1981, and, in do ing
so, shall take ac co unt of Re com men da tion No R (87) 15
of the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe
of 17 Sep tem ber 1987 con cer ning the use of per so nal
data in the po li ce sec tor.

2. The com mu ni ca tion of per so nal data pro vi ded for
in this Con ven tion may not be gin un til the data
pro tec tion ru les laid down in pa ra graph 1 abo ve have
en te red into for ce on the ter ri to ry of each of the Mem ber 
Sta tes in vol ved in such com mu ni ca tion.

3. In the col lec tion, pro ces sing and uti li za tion of
per so nal data Eu ro pol shall take ac co unt of the
prin cip les of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe Con ven tion of 28
Ja nu a ry 1981 and of Re com men da tion No R (87) 15 of
the Com mit tee of Mi nis ters of the Co un cil of Eu ro pe of
17 Sep tem ber 1987.

Eu ro pol shall also ob ser ve the prin cip les in res pect of 
non-automated data held in the form of data fi les, i. e.
any struc tu red set of per so nal data ac ces sib le in
ac cor dan ce with spe ci fic cri te ria.

Ar tic le 15 

Res pon si bi li ty in data pro tec tion mat ters

1. Sub ject to ot her pro vi sions in this Con ven tion, the
res pon si bi li ty for data sto red at Eu ro pol, in par ti cu lar
as re gards the le ga li ty of the col lec tion, the
trans mis sion to Eu ro pol and the in put of data, as well
as the ir ac cu ra cy, the ir up-to-date na tu re and
ve ri fi ca tion of the sto ra ge ti me li mits, shall lie with:

(1) the Mem ber Sta te which in put or ot her wi se
com mu ni ca ted the data; 

(2) Eu ro pol in res pect of data com mu ni ca ted to
Eu ro pol by third par ties or which re sult from
ana ly ses con duc ted by Eu ro pol.

2. In ad di tion, sub ject to ot her pro vi sions in this
Con ven tion, Eu ro pol shall be res pon sib le for all data
re ce i ved by Eu ro pol and pro ces sed by it, whet her such
data be in the in for ma tion sys tem re fer red to in Ar tic le
8, in the data fi les ope ned for the pur po ses of ana ly sis
re fer red to in Ar tic le 10, or in the in dex sys tem re fer red
to in Ar tic le 11, or in the data fi les re fer red to in Ar tic le
14 (3).

3. Eu ro pol shall sto re data in such a way that it can
be es tab lis hed by which Mem ber Sta te or third par ty
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the data were trans mit ted or whet her they are the
re sult of an ana ly sis by Eu ro pol.

Ar tic le 16 

Pro vi sions on the dra wing up of re ports

On ave ra ge, Eu ro pol shall draw up re ports for at le ast 
one in ten ret rie vals of per so nal data - and for each
ret rie val made wit hin the in for ma tion sys tem re fer red
to in Ar tic le 7 - in or der to check whet her they are
per mis sib le un der law. The data con ta i ned in the
re ports shall only be used for that pur po se by Eu ro pol
and the su per vi so ry bo dies re fe re ed to in Ar tic les 23
and 24 and shall be de le ted af ter six months, un less
the data are fur ther re qu i red for on go ing con trol. The
de tails shall be de ci ded upon by the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard fol lo wing con sul ta tion with the jo int su per vi so ry 
body.

Ar tic le 17 

Ru les on the use of data

1. Per so nal data ret rie ved from the in for ma tion
sys tem, the in dex sys tem or data fi les ope ned for the
pur po ses of ana ly sis and data com mu ni ca ted by any
ot her ap prop ria te me ans, may be trans mit ted or
uti li zed only by the com pe tent aut ho ri ties of the
Mem ber Sta tes in or der to pre vent and com bat cri mes
fal ling wit hin the com pe ten ce of Eu ro pol and to com bat 
ot her se rio us forms of cri me.

The data re fer red to in the first pa ra graph shall be
uti li zed in com plian ce with the law of the Mem ber Sta te
res pon sib le for the aut ho ri ties which uti li zed the data.

Eu ro pol may uti li ze the data re fer red to in pa ra graph
1 only for the per for man ce of its tasks as re fer red to in
Ar tic le 3.

2. If, in the case of cer ta in data, the com mu ni ca ting
Mem ber Sta te or the com mu ni ca ting third Sta te or
third body as re fer red to in Ar tic le 10 (4) sti pu la tes
par ti cu lar res tric tions on use to which such data is
sub ject in that Mem ber Sta te or by third par ties, such
res tric tions shall also be com plied with by the user of
the data ex cept in the spe ci fic case whe re na tio nal law
lays down that the res tric tions on use be wa i ved for
ju di cial aut ho ri ties, le gis la ti ve bo dies or any ot her
in de pen dent body set up un der the law and made
res pon sib le for su per vi sing the na tio nal com pe tent
aut ho ri ties wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 2 (4). In such
ca ses, the data may only be used af ter pri or
con sul ta tion of the com mu ni ca ting Mem ber Sta te
who se in te re sts and opi nions must be ta ken into
ac co unt as far as po ssib le.

3. Use of the data for ot her pur po ses or by aut ho ri ties 
ot her than tho se re fer red to in Ar tic le 2 of this
Con ven tion shall be po ssib le only af ter pri or
con sul ta tion of the Mem ber Sta te which trans mit ted
the data in so far as the na tio nal law of that Mem ber
Sta te per mits.

Ar tic le 18 

Com mu ni ca tion of data to third Sta tes
and third bo dies

1. Eu ro pol may un der the con di tions laid down in
pa ra graph 4 com mu ni ca te per so nal data which it holds 
to third sta tes and third bo dies wit hin the me a ning of
Ar tic le 10 (4), whe re:

(1) this is ne ces sa ry in in di vi du al ca ses for the
pur po ses of pre ven ting or com ba ting cri mi nal
of fen ces for which Eu ro pol is com pe tent un der
Ar tic le 2; 

(2) an ade qu a te le vel of data pro tec tion is en su red in
that Sta te or that body; and

(3) this is per mis sib le un der the ge ne ral ru les wit hin
the me a ning of pa ra graph 2.

2. In ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re in Tit le VI of the
Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, and ta king into ac co unt the 
cir cum stan ces re fer red to in pa ra graph 3, the Co un cil,
ac ting una ni mo us ly, shall de ter mi ne the ge ne ral ru les
for the com mu ni ca tion of per so nal data by Eu ro pol to
the third Sta tes and third bo dies wit hin the me a ning of
Ar tic le 10 (4). The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall pre pa re the 
Co un cil de ci sion and con sult the jo int su per vi so ry
body re fer red to in Ar tic le 24.

3. The ade qu a cy of the le vel of data pro tec tion
af for ded by third Sta tes and third bo dies wit hin the
me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (4) shall be as ses sed ta king into
ac co unt all the cir cum stan ces which play a part in the
com mu ni ca tion of per so nal data; in par ti cu lar, the
fol lo wing shall be ta ken into ac co unt:

(1) the na tu re of the data; 
(2) the pur po se for which the data is in ten ded; 
(3) the du ra tion of the in ten ded pro ces sing; and
(4) the ge ne ral or spe ci fic pro vi sions ap ply ing to the

third Sta tes and third bo dies wit hin the me a ning
of Ar tic le 10 (4).

4. If the data re fer red to have been com mu ni ca ted to
Eu ro pol by a Mem ber Sta te, Eu ro pol may com mu ni ca te 
them to third Sta tes and third bo dies only with the
Mem ber State's con sent. The Mem ber Sta te may give
its pri or con sent, in ge ne ral or ot her terms, to such
com mu ni ca tion; that con sent may be wit hdrawn at any 
time.

If the data have not been com mu ni ca ted by a Mem ber 
Sta te, Eu ro pol shall sa tis fy it self that com mu ni ca tion
of tho se data is not liab le to:

(1) ob struct the pro per per for man ce of the tasks
fal ling wit hin a Mem ber State's sphe re of
com pe ten ce; 

(2) je o par di ze the se cu ri ty and pub lic or der of a
Mem ber Sta te or ot her wi se pre ju di ce its ge ne ral
wel fa re.

5. Eu ro pol shall be res pon sib le for the le ga li ty of the
aut ho ri zing com mu ni ca tion. Eu ro pol shall keep a
re cord of com mu ni ca tions of data and of the gro unds
for such com mu ni ca tions. The com mu ni ca tion of data
shall be aut ho ri zed only if the re ci pient gi ves an
un der ta king that the data will be used only for the
pur po se for which it was com mu ni ca ted. This shall not
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ap ply to the com mu ni ca tion of per so nal data re qu i red
for a Eu ro pol in qu i ry.

6. Whe re the com mu ni ca tion pro vi ded for in
pa ra graph 1 con cerns in for ma tion sub ject to the
re qu i re ment of con fi den tia li ty, it shall be per mis sib le
only in so far as an ag re e ment on con fi den tia li ty exists
bet we en Eu ro pol and the re ci pient.

Ar tic le 19 

Right of ac cess

1. Any in di vi du al wis hing to exer ci se his right of
ac cess to data re la ting to him which have been sto red
wit hin Eu ro pol or to have such data chec ked may make 
a re qu est to that ef fect free of char ge to the na tio nal
com pe tent aut ho ri ty in any Mem ber Sta te he wis hes,
and that aut ho ri ty shall re fer it to Eu ro pol wit ho ut
de lay and in form the en qu i rer that Eu ro pol will rep ly to
him di rec tly.

2. The re qu est must be ful ly de alt with by Eu ro pol
wit hin three months fol lo wing its re ce ipt by the
na tio nal com pe tent aut ho ri ty of the Mem ber Sta te
con cer ned.

3. The right of any in di vi du al to have ac cess to data
re la ting to him or to have such data chec ked shall be
exer ci sed in ac cor dan ce with the law of the Mem ber
Sta te whe re the right is cla i med, ta king into ac co unt
the fol lo wing pro vi sions:

Whe re the law of the Mem ber Sta te ap plied to
pro vi des for a com mu ni ca tion con cer ning data, such
com mu ni ca tion shall be re fu sed if such re fu sal is
ne ces sa ry to:

(1) enab le Eu ro pol to ful fil its du ties pro per ly; 
(2) pro tect se cu ri ty and pub lic or der in the Mem ber

Sta tes or to pre vent cri me; 
(3) pro tect the rights and fre e doms of third par ties,

con si de ra tions which it fol lows can not be over rid den
by the in te re sts of the per son con cer ned by the
com mu ni ca tion of the in for ma tion.

4. The right to com mu ni ca tion of in for ma tion in
ac cor dan ce with pa ra graph 3 shall be exer ci sed
ac cor ding to the fol lo wing pro ce du res:

(1) as re gards data en te red wit hin the in for ma tion
sys tem de fi ned in Ar tic le 8, a de ci sion to
com mu ni ca te such data can not be ta ken un less
the Mem ber Sta te which en te red the data and the
Mem ber Sta tes di rec tly con cer ned by
com mu ni ca tion of such data have first had the
op por tu ni ty of sta ting the ir po si tion, which may
ex tend to a re fu sal to com mu ni ca te the data. The
data which may be com mu ni ca ted and the
ar ran ge ments for com mu ni ca ting such data shall 
be in di ca ted by the Mem ber Sta te which en te red
the data; 

(2) as re gards data en te red wit hin the in for ma tion
sys tem by Eu ro pol, the Mem ber Sta tes di rec tly
con cer ned by com mu ni ca tion of such data must
first have had the op por tu ni ty of sta ting the ir
po si tion, which may ex tend to a re fu sal to
com mu ni ca te the data; 

(3) as re gards data en te red wit hin the work fi les for
the pur po ses of ana ly sis as de fi ned in Ar tic le 10,
the com mu ni ca tion of such data shall be
con di tio nal upon the con sen sus of Eu ro pol and
the Mem ber Sta tes par ti ci pa ting in the ana ly sis,
wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (2), and the
con sen sus of the Mem ber Sta te(s) di rec tly
con cer ned by the com mu ni ca tion of such data.
Sho uld one or more Mem ber Sta te or Eu ro pol
have ob jec ted to a com mu ni ca tion con cer ning
data, Eu ro pol shall no ti fy the per son con cer ned
that it has car ried out the checks, wit ho ut gi ving
any in for ma tion which might re ve al to him
whet her or not he is known.

5. The right to the chec king of in for ma tion shall be
exer ci sed in ac cor dan ce with the fol lo wing pro ce du res:

Whe re the na tio nal law ap pli cab le ma kes no
pro vi sion for a com mu ni ca tion con cer ning data or in
the case of a sim ple re qu est for a check, Eu ro pol, in
clo se co o pe ra tion with the na tio nal aut ho ri ties
con cer ned, shall car ry out the checks and no ti fy the
en qu i rer that is has done so wit ho ut gi ving any
in for ma tion which might re ve al to him whet her or not
he is known.

6. In its rep ly to a re qu est for a check or for ac cess to
data, Eu ro pol shall in form the en qu i rer that he may
ap pe al to the jo int su per vi so ry body if he is not sa tis fied 
with the de ci sion. The lat ter may also re fer the mat ter
to the jo int su per vi so ry body if the re has been no
res pon se to his re qu est wit hin the ti me li mits laid down
in its Ar tic le.

7. If the en qu i rer lod ges and ap pe al to the jo int
su per vi so ry body pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 24, the ap pe al
shall be exa mi ned by that body.

Whe re the ap pe al re la tes to a com mu ni ca tion
con cer ning data en te red by a Mem ber Sta te in the
in for ma tion sys tem, the jo int su per vi so ry body shall
take its de ci sion in ac cor dan ce with the na tio nal law of
the Mem ber Sta te in which the ap pli ca tion was made.
The jo int su per vi so ry body shall first con sult the
na tio nal su per vi so ry body or the com pe tent ju di cial
body in the Mem ber Sta te which was the so ur ce of the
data. Eit her na tio nal body shall make the ne ces sa ry
checks, in par ti cu lar to es tab lish whet her the de ci sion
to re fu se was ta ken in ac cor dan ce with pa ra graphs 3
and 4 (1) of this Ar tic le. On con fir ma tion of that, the
de ci sion, which may ex tend to a re fu sal to
com mu ni ca te any in for ma tion, shall be ta ken by the
jo int su per vi so ry body in clo se co o pe ra tion with the
na tio nal su per vi so ry body or com pe tent ju di cial body.

Whe re the ap pe al re la tes to a com mu ni ca tion
con cer ning data en te red by Eu ro pol in the in for ma tion
sys tem or data sto red in the work fi les for the pur po ses
of ana ly sis, the jo int su per vi so ry body, in the event of
per sis tent ob jec tions from Eu ro pol or a Mem ber Sta te,
may not over ru le such ob jec tions un less by a ma jo ri ty
of two-thirds of its mem bers af ter ha ving he ard Eu ro pol 
or the Mem ber Sta te con cer ned. If the re is no such
ma jo ri ty, the jo int su per vi so ry body shall no ti fy the
en qu i rer that it has car ried out the checks, wit ho ut
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gi ving any in for ma tion which might re ve al to him
whet her or not he is known.

Whe re the ap pe al con cerns the chec king of data
en te red by a Mem ber Sta te in the in for ma tion sys tem,
the jo int su per vi so ry body shall en su re that the
ne ces sa ry checks have been car ried out cor rec tly in
clo se co o pe ra tion with the na tio nal su per vi so ry body of
the Mem ber Sta te which en te red the data. The jo int
su per vi so ry body shall no ti fy the en qu i rer that it has
car ried out the checks, wit ho ut gi ving any in for ma tion
which might re ve al to him whet her or not he is known.

Whe re the ap pe al con cerns the chec king of data
en te red by Eu ro pol in the in for ma tion sys tem or of data 
sto red in the work fi les for the pur po ses of ana ly sis, the
jo int su per vi so ry body shall en su re that the ne ces sa ry
checks have been car ried out by Eu ro pol. The jo int
su per vi so ry body shall no ti fy the en qu i rer that it has
car ried out the checks, wit ho ut gi ving any in for ma tion
which might re ve al to him whet her or not he is known.

8. The abo ve pro vi sions shall ap ply mu ta tis
mu tan dis to non-automated data held by Eu ro pol in
the form of data fi les, i. e. any struc tu red set of per so nal 
data ac ces sib le in ac cor dan ce with spe ci fic cri te ria.

Ar tic le 20 

Cor rec tion and de le tion of data

1. If it emer ges that data held by Eu ro pol which have
been com mu ni ca ted to it by third Sta tes or third bo dies
or which are the re sult of its own ana ly ses are in cor rect
or that the ir in put or sto ra ge con tra ve nes this
Con ven tion, Eu ro pol shall cor rect or de le te such data.

2. If data that are in cor rect or that con tra ve ne this
Con ven tion have been pas sed di rec tly to Eu ro pol by
Mem ber Sta tes, they shall be ob li ged to cor rect or
de le te them in col la bo ra tion with Eu ro pol. If in cor rect
data are trans mit ted by anot her ap prop ria te me ans or
if the er rors in the data sup plied by Mem ber Sta tes are
due to fa ul ty trans mis sion or have been trans mit ted in
bre ach of the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion or if they
re sult from the ir be ing en te red, ta ken over or sto red in
an in cor rect man ner or in bre ach of the pro vi sions of
this Con ven tion by Eu ro pol, Eu ro pol shall be ob li ged to 
cor rect them or de le te them in col la bo ra tion with the
Mem ber Sta tes con cer ned.

3. In the ca ses re fer red to in pa ra graphs 1 and 2, the
Mem ber Sta tes which are re ci pients of the data shall be
no ti fied for thwith. The re ci pient Mem ber Sta tes shall
also cor rect or de le te tho se data.

4. Any per son shall have the right to ask Eu ro pol to
cor rect or de le te in cor rect data con cer ning him.

Eu ro pol shall in form the en qu i rer that data
con cer ning him have been cor rec ted or de le ted. If the
en qu i rer is not sa tis fied with Europol's rep ly or if he
has re ce i ved no rep ly wit hin three months, he may re fer 
the mat ter to the jo int su per vi so ry body.

Ar tic le 21 

Time li mits for the sto ra ge and de le tion
of data fi les

1. Data in data fi les shall be held by Eu ro pol only for
as long as is ne ces sa ry for the per for man ce of its tasks.
The need for con ti nu ed sto ra ge shall be re vie wed no
la ter than three ye ars af ter the in put of data. Re view of
data sto red in the in for ma tion sys tem and its de le tion
shall be car ried out by the in put ting unit. Re view of
data sto red in ot her Eu ro pol data fi les and the ir
de le tion shall be car ried out by Eu ro pol. Eu ro pol shall
auto ma ti cal ly in form the Mem ber Sta tes three months
in ad van ce of the ex pi ry of the time li mits for re vie wing
the sto ra ge of data.

2. Du ring the re view, the units re fer red to in the third
and fo urth sen ten ces of pa ra graph 1 abo ve may de ci de
on con ti nu ed sto ra ge of data un til the next re view if this 
is still ne ces sa ry for the per for man ce of Europol's
tasks. If no de ci sion is ta ken on the con ti nu ed sto ra ge
of data, tho se data shall auto ma ti cal ly be de le ted.

3. Sto ra ge of per so nal data re la ting to in di vi du als as
re fer red to in po int 1 of the first sub pa rag raph of Ar tic le 
10 (1) may not ex ce ed a to tal of three ye ars. Each time
li mit shall be gin to run af resh on the date on which an
event le a ding to the sto ra ge of data re la ting to that
in di vi du al oc curs. The need for con ti nu ed sto ra ge shall
be re vie wed an nu al ly and the re view do cu men ted.

4. Whe re a Mem ber Sta te de le tes from its na tio nal
data fi les data com mu ni ca ted to Eu ro pol which are
sto red in ot her Eu ro pol data fi les, it shall in form
Eu ro pol ac cor din gly. In such ca ses, Eu ro pol shall
de le te the data un less it has fur ther in te re st in them,
ba sed on in tel li gen ce that is more ex ten si ve than that
po sses sed by the com mu ni ca ting Mem ber Sta te.
Eu ro pol shall in form the Mem ber Sta te con cer ned of
the con ti nu ed sto ra ge of such data.

5. De le tion shall not oc cur if it wo uld da ma ge the
in te re sts of the data sub ject which re qu i re pro tec tion.
In such ca ses, the data may be used only with the
con sent of the data sub ject.

Ar tic le 22 

Cor rec tion and sto ra ge of data in pa per fi les

1. If it emer ges that an en ti re pa per file or data
in clu ded in that file held by Eu ro pol are no lon ger
ne ces sa ry for the per for man ce of Europol's tasks, or if
the in for ma tion con cer ned is ove rall in con tra ven tion
of this Con ven tion, the pa per file or data con cer ned
shall be des tro y ed. The pa per file or data con cer ned
must be mar ked as not for use un til they have been
ef fec ti ve ly des tro y ed.

Des truc tion may not take pla ce if the re are gro unds
for as su ming that the le gi ti ma te in te re sts of the data
sub ject wo uld ot her wi se be pre ju di ced. In such ca ses,
the pa per file must bear the same note pro hi bi ting all
use.

2. If it emer ges that data con ta i ned in the Eu ro pol

Príloha k čiastke 264 Zbierka zákonov 2004 Strana 6153



pa per fi les are in cor rect, Eu ro pol shall be ob li ged to
cor rect them.

3. Any per son co ve red by a Eu ro pol pa per file may
cla im the right vis-ŕ-vis Eu ro pol to cor rec tion or
des truc tion of pa per fi les or the in clu sion of a note.
Ar tic le 20 (4) and Ar tic le 24 (2) and (7) shall be
ap pli cab le.

Ar tic le 23 

Na tio nal su per vi so ry body

1. Each Mem ber Sta te shall de sig na te a na tio nal
su per vi so ry body, the task of which shall be to mo ni tor
in de pen den tly, in ac cor dan ce with its res pec ti ve
na tio nal law, the per mis si bi li ty of the in put, the
ret rie val and any com mu ni ca tion to Eu ro pol of
per so nal data by the Mem ber Sta te con cer ned and to
exa mi ne whet her this vio la tes the rights of the data
sub ject. For this pur po se, the su per vi so ry body shall
have ac cess at the na tio nal unit or at the lia i son
officers' pre mi ses to the data en te red by the Mem ber
Sta te in the in for ma tion sys tem and in the in dex
sys tem in ac cor dan ce with the re le vant na tio nal
pro ce du res.

For the ir su per vi so ry pur po ses, na tio nal su per vi so ry 
bo dies shall have ac cess to the of fi ces and do cu ments
of the ir res pec ti ve lia i son of fi cers at Eu ro pol.

In ad di tion, in ac cor dan ce with the re le vant na tio nal
pro ce du res, the na tio nal su per vi so ry bo dies shall
su per vi se the ac ti vi ties of na tio nal units un der Ar tic le 4 
(4) and the ac ti vi ties of lia i son of fi cers un der Ar tic le 5
(3), po ints 1 and 3 and Ar tic le 5 (4) and (5), in so far as
such ac ti vi ties are of re le van ce to the pro tec tion of
per so nal data.

2. Each in di vi du al shall have the right to re qu est the
na tio nal su per vi so ry body to en su re that the en try or
com mu ni ca tion of data con cer ning him to Eu ro pol in
any form and the con sul ta tion of the data by the
Mem ber Sta te con cer ned are law ful.

This right shall be exer ci sed in ac cor dan ce with the
na tio nal law of the Mem ber Sta te to the na tio nal
su per vi so ry body of which the re qu est is made.

Ar tic le 24 

Jo int su per vi so ry body

1. An in de pen dent jo int su per vi so ry body shall be set
up, which shall have the task of re vie wing, in
ac cor dan ce with this con ven tion, the ac ti vi ties of
Eu ro pol in or der to en su re that the rights of the
in di vi du al are not vio la ted by the sto ra ge, pro ces sing
and uti li za tion of the data held by Eu ro pol. In ad di tion,
the jo int su per vi so ry body shall mo ni tor the
per mis si bi li ty of the trans mis sion of data ori gi na ting
from Eu ro pol. The jo int su per vi so ry body shall be
com po sed of not more than two mem bers or
re pre sen ta ti ves (whe re ap prop ria te as sis ted by
al ter na tes) of each of the na tio nal su per vi so ry bo dies
gu a ran te ed to be in de pen dent and ha ving the
ne ces sa ry abi li ties, and ap po in ted for five ye ars by

each Mem ber Sta te. Each de le ga tion shall be en tit led to 
one vote.

The jo int su per vi so ry body shall ap po int a cha ir man
from among its mem bers.

In the per for man ce of the ir du ties, the mem bers of
the jo int su per vi so ry body shall not re ce i ve
in struc tions from any ot her body.

2. Eu ro pol must as sist the jo int su per vi so ry body in
the per for man ce of the latter's tasks. In do ing so, it
shall in par ti cu lar:

(1) sup ply the in for ma tion it re qu ests, give it ac cess
to all do cu ments and pa per fi les as well as ac cess
to the data sto red in the sys tem; and

(2) al low it free ac cess at any time to all its pre mi ses; 
(3) car ry out the jo int su per vi so ry body's de ci sions

on ap pe als in ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of
Ar tic les 19 (7) and 20 (4).

3. The jo int su per vi so ry body shall also be com pe tent
for the exa mi na tion of qu es tions re la ting to
im ple men ta tion and in ter pre ta tion in con nec tion with
Europol's ac ti vi ties as re gards the pro ces sing and
uti li za tion of per so nal data, for the exa mi na tion of
qu es tions re la ting to checks car ried out in de pen den tly
by the na tio nal su per vi so ry bo dies of the Mem ber
Sta tes or re la ting to the exer ci se of the right to
in for ma tion, as well as for dra wing up har mo ni zed
pro po sals for com mon so lu tions to exis ting prob lems.

4. Each in di vi du al shall have the right to re qu est the
jo int su per vi so ry body to en su re that the man ner in
which his per so nal data have been col lec ted, sto red,
pro ces sed and uti li zed by Eu ro pol is law ful and
ac cu ra te.

5. If the jo int su per vi so ry body no tes any vio la tions of 
the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion in the sto ra ge,
pro ces sing or uti li za tion of per so nal data, it shall make
any com pla ints it de ems ne ces sa ry to the Di rec tor of
Eu ro pol and shall re qu est him to rep ly wit hin a time
li mit to be de ter mi ned by it. The Di rec tor shall keep the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard in for med of the en ti re pro ce du re.
In the event of any dif fi cul ty, the jo int su per vi so ry body
shall re fer the mat ter to the Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

6. The jo int su per vi so ry body shall draw up ac ti vi ty
re ports at re gu lar in ter vals. In ac cor dan ce with the
pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, the se shall be for war ded to the
Co un cil; the Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall first have the
op por tu ni ty to de li ver an opi nion, which shall be
at ta ched to the re ports.

The jo int su per vi so ry body shall de ci de whet her or
not to pub lish its ac ti vi ty re port, and, if it de ci des to do
so, de ter mi ne how it sho uld be pub lis hed.

7. The jo int su per vi so ry body shall una ni mo us ly
adopt its ru les of pro ce du re, which shall be sub mit ted
for the una ni mo us ap pro val of the Co un cil. It shall set
up in ter na lly a com mit tee com pri sing one qu a li fied
re pre sen ta ti ve from each Mem ber Sta te with
en tit le ment to a vote. The com mit tee shall have the
task of exa mi ning the ap pe als pro vi ded for in Ar tic les
19 (7) and 20 (4) by all ap prop ria te me ans. Sho uld they
so re qu est the par ties, as sis ted by the ir ad vi sers if they
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so wish, shall be he ard by the com mit tee. The de ci sions 
ta ken in this con text shall be fi nal as re gards all the
par ties con cer ned.

8. It may also set up one or more ot her com mit te es.

9. It shall be con sul ted on that part of the bud get
which con cerns it. Its opi nion shall be an ne xed to the
draft bud get in qu es tion.

10. It shall be as sis ted by a sec re ta riat, the tasks of
which shall be de fi ned in the ru les of pro ce du res.

Ar tic le 25 

Data se cu ri ty

1. Eu ro pol shall take the ne ces sa ry tech ni cal and
or ga ni za tio nal me a su res to en su re the im ple men ta tion 
of this Con ven tion. Me a su res shall only be ne ces sa ry
whe re the ef fort they in vol ve is pro por tio na te to the
ob jec ti ve they are de sig ned to achie ve in terms of
pro tec tion.

2. In res pect of auto ma ted data pro ces sing at
Eu ro pol each Mem ber Sta te and Eu ro pol shall
im ple ment me a su res de sig ned to:

(1) deny una ut ho ri zed per sons ac cess to data
pro ces sing equ ip ment used for pro ces sing
per so nal data (equ ip ment ac cess con trol); 

(2) pre vent the una ut ho ri zed re a ding, co py ing,
mo di fi ca tion or re mo val of data me dia (data
me dia con trol); 

(3) pre vent the una ut ho ri zed in put of data and the
una ut ho ri zed in spec tion, mo di fi ca tion or de le tion 
of sto red per so nal data (sto ra ge con trol); 

(4) pre vent the use of auto ma ted data pro ces sing
sys tems by una ut ho ri zed per sons using data
com mu ni ca tion equ ip ment (user con trol); 

(5) en su re that per sons aut ho ri zed to use an
auto ma ted data pro ces sing sys tem only have
ac cess to the data co ve red by the ir ac cess
aut ho ri za tion (data ac cess con trol); 

(6) en su re that it is po ssib le to ve ri fy and es tab lish to
which bo dies per so nal data may be trans mit ted
using data com mu ni ca tion equ ip ment
(com mu ni ca tion con trol); 

(7) en su re that it is sub se qu en tly po ssib le to ve ri fy
and es tab lish which per so nal data have been
in put into auto ma ted data or pro ces sing sys tems
and when and by whom the data were in put
(in put con trol); 

(8) pre vent una ut ho ri zed re a ding, co py ing,
mo di fi ca tion or de le tion of per so nal data du ring
trans fers of per so nal data or du ring
trans por ta tion of data me dia (trans port con trol); 

(9) en su re that in stal led sys tems may, in case of
in ter rup tion, be im me dia te ly res to red (re co ve ry); 

(10) en su re that the fun ctions of the sys tem per form
wit ho ut fa ult, that the ap pe a ran ce of fa ults in the
fun ctions is im me dia te ly re por ted (re lia bi li ty) and 
that sto red data can not be cor rup ted by me ans of
a mal fun ctio ning of the sys tem (in teg ri ty).

T I T  LE  V  

LE GAL STA TUS, OR GA NI ZA TION AND FI NAN CIAL
PRO VI SIONS 

Ar tic le 26 

Le gal ca pa ci ty

1. Eu ro pol shall have le gal per so na li ty.

2. Eu ro pol shall en joy in each Mem ber Sta te the most 
ex ten si ve le gal and con trac tu al ca pa ci ty ava i lab le to
le gal per sons un der that State's law. Eu ro pol may in
par ti cu lar ac qu i re and dis po se of mo vab le or
im mo vab le pro per ty and be a par ty to le gal
pro ce e dings.

3. Eu ro pol shall be em po we red to con clu de a
he ad qu ar ters ag re e ment with the Kin gdom of the
Ne ther lands and to con clu de with third Sta tes and
third bo dies wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (4) the
ne ces sa ry con fi den tia li ty ag re e ments pur su ant to
Ar tic le 18 (6) as well as ot her ar ran ge ments in the
fra me work of the ru les laid down una ni mo us ly by the
Co un cil on the ba sis of this Con ven tion and of Tit le VI
of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union.

Ar tic le 27 

Or gans of Eu ro pol

The or gans of Eu ro pol shall be:
(1) the Ma na ge ment Bo ard; 
(2) the Di rec tor; 
(3) the Fi nan cial Con trol ler; 
(4) the Fi nan cial Com mit tee.

Ar tic le 28 

Ma na ge ment Bo ard

1. Eu ro pol shall have a Ma na ge ment Bo ard. The
Ma na ge ment Bo ard:

(1) shall take part in the ex ten sion of Europol's
ob jec ti ve (Ar tic le 2 (2)); 

(2) shall de fi ne una ni mo us ly lia i son officers' rights
and ob li ga tions to wards Eu ro pol (Ar tic le 5); 

(3) shall de ci de una ni mo us ly on the num ber of
lia i son of fi cers the Mem ber Sta tes may send to
Eu ro pol (Ar tic le 5); 

(4) shall pre pa re the im ple men ting ru les go ver ning
data fi les (Ar tic le 10); 

(5) shall take part in the adop tion of ru les go ver ning
Europol's re la tions with third Sta tes and third
bo dies with the me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (4) (Ar tic les
10, 18 and 42)

(6) shall una ni mo us ly de ci de on de tails con cer ning
the de sign of the in dex sys tem (Ar tic le 11); 

(7) shall ap pro ve by a two-thirds ma jo ri ty or ders
ope ning data fi les (Ar tic le 12); 

(8) may de li ver opi nions on the com ments and
re ports of the jo int su per vi so ry body (Ar tic le 24); 

(9) shall exa mi ne prob lems which the jo int
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su per vi so ry body brings to its at ten tion (Ar tic le
24 (5)); 

(10) shall de ci de on the de tails of the pro ce du re for
chec king the le gal cha rac ter of ret rie vals in the
in for ma tion sys tem (Ar tic le 16); 

(11) shall take part in the ap po in tment and dis mis sal
of the Di rec tor and De pu ty Di rec tors (Ar tic le 29); 

(12) shall over see the pro per per for man ce of the
Director's du ties (Ar tic les 7 and 29); 

(13) shall take part in the adop tion of staff re gu la tions
(Ar tic le 30); 

(14) shall take part in the pre pa ra tion of ag re e ments
on con fi den tia li ty and the adop tion of pro vi sions
on the pro tec tion of con fi den tia li ty (Ar tic les 18
and 31); 

(15) shall take part in the dra wing up of the bud get,
in clu ding the es tab lis hment plan, the au di ting
and the dis char ge to be gi ven to the Di rec tor
(Ar tic les 35 and 36); 

(16) shall adopt una ni mo us ly the five-year fi nan cing
plan (Ar tic le 35); 

(17) shall ap po int una ni mo us ly the fi nan cial
con trol ler and over see the per for man ce of his
du ties (Ar tic le 35); 

(18) shall take part in the adop tion of the fi nan cial
re gu la tion (Ar tic le 35); 

(19) shall una ni mo us ly ap pro ve the con clu sion of the
he ad qu ar ters ag re e ment (Ar tic le 37); 

(20) shall adopt una ni mo us ly the ru les for the
se cu ri ty cle a ran ce of Eu ro pol of fi cials; 

(21) shall act by a two-thirds ma jo ri ty in dis pu tes
bet we en a Mem ber Sta te and Eu ro pol or bet we en
Mem ber Sta tes con cer ning com pen sa tion paid
un der the lia bi li ty for una ut ho ri zed or in cor rect
pro ces sing of data (Ar tic le 38); 

(22) shall take part in any amen dment of this
Con ven tion (Ar tic le 43); 

(23) shall be res pon sib le for any ot her tasks as sig ned
to it by the Co un cil par ti cu lar ly in pro vi sions for
the im ple men ta tion of this Con ven tion.

2. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall be com po sed of one
re pre sen ta ti ve of each Mem ber Sta te. Each mem ber of
the Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall have one vote.

3. Each mem ber of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard may be
re pre sen ted by an al ter na te mem ber; in the ab sen ce of
the full mem ber, the al ter na te mem ber may exer ci se
his right to vote.

4. The Com mis sion of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties
shall be in vi ted to at tend me e tings of the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard with non-voting sta tus. Ho we ver, the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard may de ci de to meet wit ho ut the
Com mis sion re pre sen ta ti ve.

5. The mem bers or al ter na te mem bers shall be
en tit led to be ac com pa nied and ad vi sed by ex perts from 
the ir res pec ti ve Mem ber Sta tes at me e tings of the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

6. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall be cha i red by the
re pre sen ta ti ve of the Mem ber Sta te hol ding the
Pre si den cy of the Co un cil.

7. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall una ni mo us ly adopt
its ru les of pro ce du re.

8. Ab sten tions shall not pre vent the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard from adop ting de ci sions which must be ta ken
una ni mo us ly.

9. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall meet at le ast twi ce a
year.

10. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall adopt una ni mo us ly 
each year:

(1) a ge ne ral re port on Europol's ac ti vi ties du ring the
pre vio us year; 

(2) a re port on Europol's fu tu re ac ti vi ties ta king into
ac co unt Mem ber States' ope ra tio nal
re qu i re ments and bud ge ta ry and staf fing
im pli ca tions for Eu ro pol.

The se re ports shall be sub mit ted to the Co un cil in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of
the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union.

Ar tic le 29 

Di rec tor

1. Eu ro pol shall be he a ded by a Di rec tor ap po in ted
by the Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly in ac cor dan ce with 
the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union af ter ob ta i ning the opi nion of the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard, for a four-year pe riod re ne wab le
once.

2. The Di rec tor shall be as sis ted by a num ber of
De pu ty Di rec tors as de ter mi ned by the Co un cil and
ap po in ted for a four-year pe riod re ne wab le once, in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in pa ra graph
1. The ir tasks shall be de fi ned in gre a ter de tail by the
Di rec tor.

3. The Di rec tor shall be res pon sib le for:
(1) per for man ce of the tasks as sig ned to Eu ro pol; 
(2) day-to-day ad mi nis tra tion; 
(3) per son nel ma na ge ment; 
(4) pro per pre pa ra tion and im ple men ta tion of the

Ma na ge ment Board's de ci sions; 
(5) pre pa ring the draft bud get, draft es tab lis hment

plan and draft five-year fi nan cing plan and
im ple men ting Europol's bud get; 

(6) all ot her tasks as sig ned to him in this Con ven tion
or by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

4. The Di rec tor shall be ac co un tab le to the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard in res pect of the per for man ce of his 
du ties. He shall at tend its me e tings.

5. The Di rec tor shall be Europol's le gal
re pre sen ta ti ve.

6. The Di rec tor and the De pu ty Di rec tors may be
dis mis sed by a de ci sion of the Co un cil, to be ta ken in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of
the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union by a two-thirds ma jo ri ty
of the Mem ber Sta tes, af ter ob ta i ning the opi nion of the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

7. Not wit hstan ding pa ra graphs 1 and 2, the first
term of of fi ce af ter en try into for ce of this Con ven tion
shall be five ye ars for the Di rec tor, four ye ars for his
im me dia te De pu ty and three ye ars for the se cond
De pu ty Di rec tor.
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Ar tic le 30 

Staff

1. The Di rec tor, De pu ty Di rec tors and the em plo y e es
of Eu ro pol shall be gu i ded in the ir ac tions by the
ob jec ti ves and tasks of Eu ro pol and shall not take or
seek or ders from any go ver nment, aut ho ri ty,
or ga ni za tion or per son out si de Eu ro pol, save as
ot her wi se pro vi ded in this Con ven tion and wit ho ut
pre ju di ce to Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union.

2. The Di rec tor shall be in char ge of the De pu ty
Di rec tors and em plo y e es of Eu ro pol. He shall en ga ge
and dis miss em plo y e es. In se lec ting em plo y e es, in
ad di tion to ha ving re gard to per so nal su i ta bi li ty and
pro fes sio nal qu a li fi ca tions, he shall take into ac co unt
the need to en su re the ade qu a te re pre sen ta tion of
na tio nals of all Mem ber Sta tes and of the of fi cial
lan gu a ges of the Eu ro pe an Union.

3. De tailed ar ran ge ments shall be laid down in staff
re gu la tions which the Co un cil shall, af ter ob ta i ning the 
opi nion of the Ma na ge ment Bo ard, adopt una ni mo us ly
in ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI
of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union.

Ar tic le 31 

Con fi den tia li ty

1. Eu ro pol and the Mem ber Sta tes shall take
ap prop ria te me a su res to pro tect in for ma tion sub ject to 
the re qu i re ment of con fi den tia li ty which is ob ta i ned by
or ex chan ged with Eu ro pol on the ba sis of this
Con ven tion. To this end the Co un cil shall una ni mo us ly 
adopt ap prop ria te ru les on con fi den tia li ty pre pa red by
the Ma na ge ment Bo ard and sub mit ted to the Co un cil
in ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI
of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union.

2. Whe re Eu ro pol has en trus ted per sons with a
sen si ti ve ac ti vi ty, Mem ber Sta tes shall un der ta ke to
ar ran ge, at the re qu est of the Di rec tor of Eu ro pol, for
se cu ri ty scre e ning of the ir own na tio nals to be car ried
out in ac cor dan ce with the ir na tio nal pro vi sions and to
pro vi de each ot her with mu tu al as sis tan ce for the
pur po se. The re le vant aut ho ri ty un der na tio nal
pro vi sions shall in form Eu ro pol only of the re sults of
the se cu ri ty scre e ning, which shall be bin ding on
Eu ro pol.

3. Each Mem ber Sta te and Eu ro pol may en trust with
the pro ces sing of data at Eu ro pol, only tho se per sons
who have had spe cial tra i ning and un der go ne se cu ri ty
scre e ning.

Ar tic le 32 

Ob li ga tion of dis cre tion and con fi den tia li ty

1. Eu ro pol or gans, the ir mem bers, the De pu ty
Di rec tors, em plo y e es of Eu ro pol and lia i son of fi cers
shall ref ra in from any ac tion and any ex pres sion of
opi nion which might be har mful to Eu ro pol or
pre ju di ce its ac ti vi ties.

2. Eu ro pol or gans, the ir mem bers, the De pu ty

Di rec tors, em plo y e es of Eu ro pol and lia i son of fi cers, as
well as any ot her per son un der a par ti cu lar ob li ga tion
of dis cre tion or con fi den tia li ty, shall be bo und not to
dis clo se any facts or in for ma tion which come to the ir
know led ge in the per for man ce of the ir du ties or the
exer ci se of the ir ac ti vi ties to any una ut ho ri zed per son
or to the pub lic. This shall not ap ply to facts or
in for ma tion too in sig ni fi cant to re qu i re con fi den tia li ty.
The ob li ga tion of dis cre tion and con fi den tia li ty shall
ap ply even af ter le a ving of fi ce or em plo y ment, or af ter
ter mi na tion of ac ti vi ties. The par ti cu lar ob li ga tion laid
down in the first sen ten ce shall be no ti fied by Eu ro pol,
and a war ning gi ven of the le gal con se qu en ces of any
in frin ge ment; a writ ten re cord shall be drawn up of
such no ti fi ca tion.

Text con ti nu ed un der doc.num: 495a1127(01).1

3. Eu ro pol or gans, the ir mem bers, the De pu ty
Di rec tors, em plo y e es of Eu ro pol and lia i son of fi cers, as
well as per sons un der the ob li ga tion pro vi ded for in
pa ra graph 2, may not give evi den ce in or out si de co urt
or make any sta te ments on any facts or in for ma tion
which come to the ir know led ge in the per for man ce of
the ir du ties or the exer ci se of the ir ac ti vi ties, wit ho ut
re fe ren ce to the Di rec tor or, in the case of the Di rec tor
him self, to the Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

The Di rec tor or Ma na ge ment Bo ard, de pen ding on
the case, shall ap pro ach the ju di cial body or any ot her
com pe tent body with a view to ta king the ne ces sa ry
me a su res un der the na tio nal law ap pli cab le to the body 
ap pro a ched; such me a su res may eit her be to ad just the 
pro ce du res for gi ving evi den ce in or der to en su re the
con fi den tia li ty of the in for ma tion, or pro vi ded that the
na tio nal law con cer ned so per mits, to re fu se to make
any com mu ni ca tion con cer ning data in so far as is vi tal
for the pro tec tion of the in te re sts of Eu ro pol or of a
Mem ber Sta te.

Whe re a Mem ber State's le gis la tion pro vi des for the
right to re fu se to give evi den ce, per sons as ked to give
evi den ce must ob ta in per mis sion to do so. Per mis sion
shall be gran ted by the Di rec tor and, as re gards
evi den ce to be gi ven by the Di rec tor, by the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard. Whe re a lia i son of fi cer is as ked to
give evi den ce con cer ning in for ma tion he re ce i ves from
Eu ro pol, such per mis sion shall be gi ven af ter the
ag re e ment of the Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le for the
of fi cer con cer ned has been ob ta i ned.

Fur ther mo re, if the po ssi bi li ty exists that the
evi den ce may ex tend to in for ma tion and know led ge
which a Mem ber Sta te has com mu ni ca ted to Eu ro pol or 
which cle ar ly in vol ve a Mem ber Sta te, the po si tion of
that Mem ber Sta te con cer ning the evi den ce must be
so ught be fo re per mis sion is gi ven.

Per mis sion to give evi den ce may be re fu sed only in so
far as this is ne ces sa ry to pro tect over ri ding in te re sts of 
Eu ro pol or of a Mem ber Sta te or Sta tes that need
pro tec tion. This ob li ga tion shall ap ply even af ter
le a ving of fi ce or em plo y ment or af ter ter mi na tion of
ac ti vi ties.

4. Each Mem ber Sta te shall tre at any in frin ge ment of
the ob li ga tion of dis cre tion or con fi den tia li ty laid down
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in pa ra graphs 2 and 3 as a bre ach of the ob li ga tions
im po sed by its law on of fi cial or pro fes sio nal sec rets or
its pro vi sions for the pro tec tion of con fi den tial
ma te rial.

Whe re ap prop ria te, each Mem ber Sta te shall
in tro du ce, no la ter than the date of en try into for ce of
this Con ven tion, the ru les un der na tio nal law or the
pro vi sions re qu i red to pro ce ed aga inst bre a ches of the
ob li ga tions of dis cre tion or con fi den tia li ty re fer red to in 
pa ra graphs 2 and 3. It shall en su re that the ru les and
pro vi sions con cer ned ap ply also to its own em plo y e es
who have con tact with Eu ro pol in the co ur se of the ir
work.

Ar tic le 33 

Lan gu a ges

1. Re ports and all ot her pa pers and do cu men ta tion
pla ced be fo re the Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall be
sub mit ted in all of fi cial lan gu a ges of the Eu ro pe an
Union; the wor king lan gu a ges of the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard shall be the of fi cial lan gu a ges of the Eu ro pe an
Union.

2. The trans la tions re qu i red for Europol's work shall
be pro vi ded by the trans la tion cen tre of the Eu ro pe an
Union in sti tu tions.

Ar tic le 34 

In for ming the Eu ro pe an Par lia ment

1. The Co un cil Pre si den cy shall each year for ward a
spe cial re port to the Eu ro pe an Par lia ment on the work
of Eu ro pol. The Eu ro pe an Par lia ment shall be
con sul ted sho uld this Con ven tion be amen ded in any
way.

2. The Co un cil Pre si den cy or its re pre sen ta ti ve
ap po in ted by the Pre si den cy shall, with res pect to the
Eu ro pe an Par lia ment, take into ac co unt the
ob li ga tions of dis cre tion and con fi den tia li ty.

3. The ob li ga tions laid down in this Ar tic le shall be
wit ho ut pre ju di ce to the rights of na tio nal par lia ments,
to Ar tic le K.6 of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union and to
the ge ne ral prin cip les ap pli cab le to re la tions with the
Eu ro pe an Par lia ment pur su ant to Tit le VI of the Tre a ty
on Eu ro pe an Union.

Ar tic le 35 

Bud get

1. Es ti ma tes shall be drawn up of all of Europol's
in co me and ex pen di tu re in clu ding all costs of the jo int
su per vi so ry body and of the sec re ta riat set up by it
un der Ar tic le 22 for each fi nan cial year and the se items
en te red in the bud get; an es tab lis hment plan shall be
ap pen ded to the bud get. The fi nan cial year shall be gin
on 1 Ja nu a ry and end on 31 De cem ber.

The in co me and ex pen di tu re shown in the bud get
shall be in ba lan ce.

A five-year fi nan cing plan shall be drawn up to get her
with the bud get.

2. The bud get shall be fi nan ced from Mem ber States'
con tri bu tions and by ot her in ci den tal in co me. Each
Mem ber State's fi nan cial con tri bu tion shall be
de ter mi ned ac cor ding to the pro por tion of its gross
na tio nal pro duct to the sum to tal of the gross na tio nal
pro ducts of the Mem ber Sta tes for the year pre ce ding
the year in which the bud get is drawn up. For the
pur po ses of this pa ra graph, 'gross na tio nal product'
shall mean gross na tio nal pro duct as de ter mi ned in
ac cor dan ce with Co un cil Di rec ti ve 89/130/EEC,
Eu ra tom of 13 Feb ru a ry 1989 on the har mo ni za tion of
the com pi la tion of gross na tio nal pro duct at mar ket
pri ces.

3. By 31 March each year at the la test, the Di rec tor
shall draw up the draft bud get and draft es tab lis hment
plan for the fol lo wing fi nan cial year and shall sub mit
them, af ter exa mi na tion by the Fi nan cial Com mit tee, to 
the Ma na ge ment Bo ard to get her with the draft
five-year fi nan cing plan.

4. The Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall take a de ci sion on
the five-year fi nan cing plan. It shall act una ni mo us ly.

5. Af ter ob ta i ning the opi nion of the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard, the Co un cil shall, in ac cor dan ce with the
pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, adopt Europol's bud get by 30 June of
the year pre ce ding the fi nan cial year at the la test. It
shall act una ni mo us ly. The adop tion of the bud get by
the Co un cil shall en ta il the ob li ga tion for each Mem ber
Sta te to make ava i lab le prom ptly the fi nan cial
con tri bu tion due from it.

6. The Di rec tor shall im ple ment the bud get in
ac cor dan ce with the fi nan cial re gu la tion pro vi ded for in 
pa ra graph 9.

7. Mo ni to ring of the com mit ment and dis bur se ment
of ex pen di tu re and of the es tab lis hment and col lec tion
of in co me shall be car ried out by a fi nan cial con trol ler
from an of fi cial au dit body of one of the Mem ber Sta tes
who shall be ap po in ted by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard,
ac ting una ni mo us ly, and shall be ac co un tab le to it.
The fi nan cial re gu la tion may make pro vi sion for
ex-post mo ni to ring by the fi nan cial con trol ler in the
case of cer ta in items of in co me or ex pen di tu re.

8. The Fi nan cial Com mit tee shall be com po sed of one
bud ge ta ry re pre sen ta ti ve from each Mem ber Sta te. Its
task shall be to pre pa re for dis cus sions on bud ge ta ry
and fi nan cial mat ters.

9. The Co un cil shall, in ac cor dan ce with the
pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union, una ni mo us ly adopt the fi nan cial
re gu la tion, spe ci fy ing in par ti cu lar the de tailed ru les
for dra wing up, amen ding and im ple men ting the
bud get and for mo ni to ring its im ple men ta tion as well
as for the man ner of pa y ment of fi nan cial con tri bu tions 
by the Mem ber Sta tes.

Ar tic le 36 

Au di ting

1. The ac co unts in res pect of all in co me and
ex pen di tu re en te red in the bud get to get her with the
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ba lan ce she et sho wing Europol's as sets and lia bi li ties
shall be sub ject to an an nu al au dit in ac cor dan ce with
the fi nan cial re gu la tion. For this pur po se the Di rec tor
shall sub mit a re port on the an nu al ac co unts by 31
May of the fol lo wing year at the la test.

2. The au dit shall be car ried out by a jo int au dit
com mit tee com po sed of three mem bers, ap po in ted by
the Co urt of Au di tors of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties on
a pro po sal from its Pre si dent. The term of of fi ce of the
mem bers shall be three ye ars; the se shall al ter na te in
such a way that each year the mem ber who has been on 
the au dit com mit tee for three ye ars shall be rep la ced.
Not wit hstan ding the pro vi sions of the se cond sen ten ce, 
the term of of fi ce of the mem ber that, af ter dra wing lots:

— is first, shall be two ye ars,

— is se cond, shall be three ye ars,

— is third, shall be four ye ars,

in the ini tial com po si tion of the jo int au dit com mit tee 
af ter Eu ro pol has be gun to ope ra te.

Any costs ari sing from the au dit shall be char ged to
the bud get pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 35.

3. The jo int au dit com mit tee shall in ac cor dan ce with
the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on
Eu ro pe an Union sub mit to the Co un cil an au dit re port
on the an nu al ac co unts; pri or the re to the Di rec tor and
Fi nan cial Con trol ler shall be gi ven an op por tu ni ty to
ex press an opi nion on the au dit re port and the re port
shall be dis cus ses by the Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

4. The Eu ro pol Di rec tor shall pro vi de the mem bers of
the jo int au dit com mit tee with all in for ma tion and
eve ry as sis tan ce which they re qu i re in or der to per form
the ir task.

5. A de ci sion on the dis char ge to be gi ven to the
Di rec tor in res pect of bud get im ple men ta tion for the
fi nan cial year in qu es tion shall be ta ken by the
Co un cil, af ter exa mi na tion of the re port on the an nu al
ac co unts.

6. The de tailed ru les for per for ming au dits shall be
laid down in the Fi nan cial Re gu la tion.

Ar tic le 37 

He ad qu ar ters ag re e ment

The ne ces sa ry ar ran ge ments con cer ning the
ac com mo da tion to be pro vi ded for Eu ro pol in the
he ad qu ar ters Sta te and the fa ci li ties to be made
ava i lab le by that Sta te as well as the par ti cu lar ru les
ap pli cab le in the Eu ro pol he ad qu ar ters Sta te to
mem bers of Europol's or gans, its De pu ty Di rec tors,
em plo y e es and mem bers of the ir fa mi lies shall be laid
down in a he ad qu ar ters ag re e ment bet we en Eu ro pol
and the Kin gdom of the Ne ther lands to be con clu ded
af ter ob ta i ning the una ni mo us ap pro val of the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard.

T IT  LE  V I  

LIA BI LI TY AND LE GAL PRO TEC TION 

Ar tic le 38 

Lia bi li ty for una ut ho ri zed or in cor rect data
pro ces sing

1. Each Mem ber Sta te shall be liab le, in ac cor dan ce
with its na tio nal law, for any da ma ge ca u sed to an
in di vi du al as a re sult of le gal or fac tu al er rors in data
sto red or pro ces sed at Eu ro pol. Only the Mem ber Sta te
in which the event which gave rise to the da ma ge
oc cur red may be the sub ject of an ac tion for
com pen sa tion on the part of the in ju red par ty, who
shall ap ply to the co urts ha ving ju ris dic tion un der the
na tio nal law of the Mem ber Sta te in vol ved. A Mem ber
Sta te may not ple ad that anot her Mem ber Sta te had
trans mit ted inac cu ra te data in or der to avo id its
lia bi li ty un der its na tio nal le gis la tion vis-a-vis an
in ju red par ty.

2. If the se le gal or fac tu al er rors oc cur red as a re sult
of data er ro ne o us ly com mu ni ca ted or of fa i lu re to
com ply with the ob li ga tions laid down in this
Con ven tion on the part of one or more Mem ber Sta tes
or as a re sult of una ut ho ri zed or in cor rect sto ra ge or
pro ces sing by Eu ro pol, Eu ro pol or the ot her Mem ber
Sta te in qu es tion shall be bo und to re pay, on re qu est,
the amo unts paid as com pen sa tion un less the data
were used by the Mem ber Sta te in the ter ri to ry of which
the da ma ge was ca u sed in bre ach of this Con ven tion.

3. Any dis pu te bet we en that Mem ber Sta te and
Eu ro pol or anot her Mem ber Sta te over the prin cip le or
amo unt of the re pa y ment must be re fer red to the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard, which shall set tle the mat ter by a
two-thirds ma jo ri ty.

Ar tic le 39 

Ot her lia bi li ty

1. Europol's con trac tu al lia bi li ty shall be go ver ned by 
the law ap pli cab le to the con tract in qu es tion.

2. In the case of non-contractual lia bi li ty, Eu ro pol
shall be ob li ged, in de pen den tly of any lia bi li ty un der
Ar tic le 38, to make good any da ma ge ca u sed thro ugh
the fa ult of its or gans, of its De pu ty Di rec tors or of its
em plo y e es in the per for man ce of the ir du ties, in so far
as it may be im pu ted to them and re gar dless of the
dif fe rent pro ce du res for cla i ming da ma ges which exist
un der the law of the Mem ber Sta tes.

3. The in ju red par ty shall have the right to de mand
that Eu ro pol ref ra in from or drop any ac tion.

4. The na tio nal co urts of the Mem ber Sta tes
com pe tent to deal with dis pu tes in vol ving Europol's
lia bi li ty as re fer red to in this Ar tic le shall be de ter mi ned 
by re fe ren ce to the re le vant pro vi sions of the Brus sels
Con ven tion of 27 Sep tem ber 1968 on Ju ris dic tion and
the En for ce ment of Jud ge ments in Ci vil and
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Com mer cial Mat ters, as la ter amen ded by Ac ces sion
Ag re e ments.

Ar tic le 40 

Set tle ment of dis pu tes

1. Dis pu tes bet we en Mem ber Sta tes on the
in ter pre ta tion or ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion shall in 
an ini tial sta ge be dis cus sed by the Co un cil in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re set out in Tit le VI of the
Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union with the aim of fin ding a
set tle ment.

2. When such dis pu tes are not so set tled wit hin six
months, the Mem ber Sta tes who are par ties to the
dis pu te shall de ci de, by ag re e ment among them sel ves,
the mo da li ties ac cor ding to which they shall be set tled.

3. The pro vi sions on ap pe als re fer red to in the ru les
re la ting to the con di tions of em plo y ment ap pli cab le to
tem po ra ry and au xi lia ry staff of the Eu ro pe an
Com mu ni ties shall ap ply, mu ta tis mu tan dis, to
Eu ro pol staff.

Ar tic le 41 

Pri vi le ges and im mu ni ties

1. Eu ro pol, the mem bers of its or gans and the De pu ty 
Di rec tors and em plo y e es of Eu ro pol shall en joy the
pri vi le ges and im mu ni ties ne ces sa ry for the
per for man ce of the ir task in ac cor dan ce with a Pro to col
set ting out the ru les to be ap plied in all Mem ber Sta tes.

2. The Kin gdom of the Ne ther lands and the ot her
Mem ber Sta tes shall ag ree in the same terms that
lia i son of fi cers se con ded from the ot her Mem ber Sta tes
as well as mem bers of the ir fa mi lies shall en joy tho se
pri vi le ges and im mu ni ties ne ces sa ry for the pro per
per for man ce of the tasks of the lia i son of fi cers at
Eu ro pol.

3. The Pro to col re fer red to in pa ra graph 1 shall be
adop ted by the Co un cil ac ting una ni mo us ly in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of
the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union and ap pro ved by the
Mem ber Sta tes in ac cor dan ce with the ir res pec ti ve
con sti tu tio nal re qu i re ments.

TIT LE VII FI NAL PRO VI SIONS

Ar tic le 42 

Re la tions with third Sta tes
and third bo dies

1. In so far as is re le vant for the per for man ce of the
tasks des cri bed in Ar tic le 3, Eu ro pol shall es tab lish
and ma in ta in co o pe ra ti ve re la tions with third bo dies
wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (4), po ints 1 to 3. The
Ma na ge ment Bo ard shall una ni mo us ly draw up ru les
go ver ning such re la tions. This pro vi sion shall be
wit ho ut pre ju di ce to Ar tic le 10 (4) and (5) and Ar tic le 18
(2); ex chan ges of per so nal data shall take pla ce only in
ac cor dan ce with the pro vi sions of Tit les II to IV of this
Con ven tion.

2. In so far as is re qu i red for the per for man ce of the
tasks des cri bed in Ar tic le 3, Eu ro pol may also es tab lish 
and ma in ta in re la tions with third Sta tes and third
bo dies wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 10 (4), po ints 4, 5,
6 and 7. Ha ving ob ta i ned the opi nion of the
Ma na ge ment Bo ard, the Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly
in ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI
of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, shall draw up ru les
go ver ning the re la tions re fer red to in the first sen ten ce.
The third sen ten ce of pa ra graph 1 shall ap ply mu ta tis
mu tan dis.

Ar tic le 43 

Amen dment of the Con ven tion

1. In ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in
Tit le VI of the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, the Co un cil,
ac ting on a pro po sal from a Mem ber Sta te and, af ter
con sul ting the Ma na ge ment Bo ard, shall una ni mo us ly
de ci de, wit hin the fra me work of Ar tic le K.1 (9) of the
Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, on any amen dments to this
Con ven tion which it shall re com mend to the Mem ber
Sta tes for adop tion in ac cor dan ce with the ir res pec ti ve
con sti tu tio nal re qu i re ments.

2. The amen dments shall en ter into for ce in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 45 (2) of this Con ven tion.

3. Ho we ver, the Co un cil, ac ting una ni mo us ly in
ac cor dan ce with the pro ce du re laid down in Tit le VI of
the Tre a ty on Eu ro pe an Union, may de ci de, on the
ini tia ti ve of a Mem ber Sta te and af ter the Ma na ge ment
Bo ard has dis cus sed the mat ter, to am pli fy, amend or
sup ple ment the de fi ni tions of forms of cri me con ta i ned
in the An nex. It may in ad di tion de ci de to in tro du ce
new de fi ni tions of the forms of cri me lis ted in the
An nex.

4. The Secretary-General of the Co un cil of the
Eu ro pe an Union shall no ti fy all Mem ber Sta tes of the
date of en try into for ce of the amen dments.

Ar tic le 44 

Re ser va tions

Re ser va tions shall not be per mis sib le in res pect of
this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 45 

En try into for ce ot the Convention

1. This Con ven tion shall be sub ject to adop tion by
the Mem ber Sta tes in ac cor dan ce with the ir res pec ti ve
con sti tu tio nal re qu i re ments.

2. Mem ber Sta tes shall no ti fy the de po si ta ry of the
com ple tion of the ir con sti tu tio nal re qu i re ments for
adop ting this Con ven tion.

3. This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the first
day of the month fol lo wing the ex pi ry of a three-month
pe riod af ter the no ti fi ca tion, re fer red to in pa ra graph 2,
by the Mem ber Sta te which, be ing a mem ber of the
Eu ro pe an Union on the date of adop tion by the Co un cil
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of the act dra wing up this Con ven tion, is the last to
ful fil that for ma li ty.

4. Wit ho ut pre ju di ce to pa ra graph 2, Eu ro pol shall
not take up its ac ti vi ties un der this Con ven tion un til
the last of the acts pro vi ded for in Ar tic les 5 (7), 10 (1),
24 (7), 30 (3), 31 (1), 35 (9), 37 and 41 (1) and (2) en ters
into for ce.

5. When Eu ro pol ta kes up its ac ti vi ties, the ac ti vi ties
of the Eu ro pol Drugs Unit un der the jo int ac tion
con cer ning the Eu ro pol Drugs Unit of 10 March 1995
shall come to an end. At the same time, all equ ip ment
fi nan ced from the Eu ro pol Drugs Unit jo int bud get,
de ve lo ped or pro du ced by the Eu ro pol Drugs Unit or
pla ced at its dis po sal free of char ge by the
he ad qu ar ters Sta te for its per ma nent use, to get her
with that Unit's en ti re ar chi ves and in de pen den tly
ad mi nis te red data fi les shall be co me the pro per ty of
Eu ro pol.

6. Once the Co un cil has adop ted the act dra wing up
this Con ven tion, Mem ber Sta tes, ac ting eit her
in di vi du al ly or in com mon, shall take all pre pa ra to ry
me a su res un der the ir na tio nal law which are ne ces sa ry 
for the com men ce ment of Eu ro pol ac ti vi ties.

Ar tic le 46 

Ac ces sion by new Mem ber Sta tes

1. This Con ven tion shall be open to ac ces sion by any
Sta te that be co mes a mem ber of the Eu ro pe an Union.

2. The text of this Con ven tion in the lan gu a ge of the
ac ce ding Sta te, drawn up by the Co un cil of the
Eu ro pe an Union, shall be aut hen tic.

3. In stru ments of ac ces sion shall be de po si ted with
the de po si ta ry.

4. This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce with res pect
to any Sta te that ac ce des to it on the first day of the
month fol lo wing ex pi ry of a three-month pe riod
fol lo wing the date of de po sit of its in stru ment of
ac ces sion or on the date of en try into for ce of the
Con ven tion if it has not al re a dy en te red into for ce at the 
time of ex pi ry of the said pe riod.

Ar tic le 47 

De po si ta ry

1. The Secretary-General of the Co un cil of the
Eu ro pe an Union shall act as de po si ta ry of this
Con ven tion.

2. The de po si ta ry shall pub lish in the Of fi cial Jo ur nal 
of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties the no ti fi ca tions,
in stru ments or com mu ni ca tions con cer ning this
Con ven tion.
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ANNEX

Referred to in Article 2

List of other serious forms of international crime which Europol could deal with in addition to those already
provided for in Article 2 (2) in compliance with Europol's objective as set out in Article 2 (1).

Against life, limb or personal freedom:
— murder, grievous bodily injury
— illicit trade in human organs and tissue
— kidnapping, illegal restraint and hostage-taking
— racism and xenophobia

Against property or public goods including fraud:
— organized robbery
— illicit trafficking in cultural goods, including antiquities and works of art
— swindling and fraud
— racketeering and extortion
— counterfeiting and product piracy
— forgery of administrative documents and trafficking therein
— forgery of money and means of payment
— computer crime
— corruption

Illegal trading and harm to the environment:
— illicit trafficking in arms, ammunition and explosives
— illicit trafficking in endangered animal species
— illicit trafficking in endangered plant species and varieties
— environmental crime
— illicit trafficking in hormonal substances and other growth promoters

In addition, in accordance with Article 2 (2), the act of instructing Europol to deal with one of the forms of crime
listed above implies that it is also competent to deal with the related money-laundering activities and the related
criminal offences.

With regard to the forms of crime listed in Article 2 (2) for the purposes of this Convention:
— 'crime connected with nuclear and radioactive substances' means the criminal offences listed in Article 7 (1) of the

Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, signed at Vienna and New York on 3 March 1980, and
relating to the nuclear and/or radioactive materials defined in Article 197 of the Euratom Treaty and Directive
80/836 Euratom of 15 July 1980,

—  'illegal immigrant smuggling' means activities intended deliberately to facilitate, for financial gain, the entry into,
residence or employment in the territory of the Member States of the European Union, contrary to the rules and
conditions applicable in the Member States,

— 'traffic in human beings' means subjection of a person to the real and illegal sway of other persons by using
violence or menaces or by abuse of authority or intrigue with a view to the exploitation of prostitution, forms of
sexual exploitation and assault of minors or trade in abandoned children,

— 'motor vehicle crime' means the theft or misappropriation of motor vehicles, lorries, semi-trailers, the loads of
lorries or semi-trailers, buses, motorcycles, caravans and agricultural vehicles, works vehicles, and the spare
parts for such vehicles, and the receiving and concealing of such objects,

— 'illegal money-laundering activities' means the criminal offences listed in Article 6 (1) to (3) of the Council of Europe 
Convention on Laundering, Search, Seizure and Confiscation of the Proceeds from Crime, signed at Strasbourg on
8 November 1990.

The forms of crime referred to in Article 2 and in this Annex shall be assessed by the competent national authorities
in accordance with the national law of the Member States to which they belong.

DECLARATION 

Article 40 (2)

'The following Member States agree that in such cases they will systematically submit the dispute in question to the 
Court of Justice of the European Communities:

— Kingdom of Belgium,
— Kingdom of Denmark,
— Federal Republic of Germany,
— Hellenic Republic,
— Kingdom of Spain,
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— French Republic,
— Ireland,
— Italian Republic,
— Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,
— Kingdom of the Netherlands,
— Republic of Austria,
— Portuguese Republic,
— Republic of Finland,
— Kingdom of Sweden'.
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