
CON VEN  T ION
de ter mi ning the Sta te res pon sib le for exa mi ning ap pli ca tions for asy lum lod ged

in one of the Mem ber Sta tes of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties (97/C 254/01)

HIS MA JES TY THE KING OF THE BEL GIANS,

HER MA JES TY THE QU E EN OF DEN MARK,

THE PRE SI DENT OF THE FE DE RAL RE PUB LIC OF
GER MA NY,

THE PRE SI DENT OF THE HEL LE NIC RE PUB LIC,

HIS MA JES TY THE KING OF SPA IN,

THE PRE SI DENT OF THE FRENCH RE PUB LIC,

THE PRE SI DENT OF IRE LAND,

THE PRE SI DENT OF THE ITA LIAN RE PUB LIC,

HIS RO Y AL HIG HNESS THE GRAND DUKE OF
LU XEM BO URG,

HER MA JES TY THE QU E EN OF THE
NE THER LANDS,

THE PRE SI DENT OF THE PO RTU GU E SE
RE PUB LIC,

HER MA JES TY THE QU E EN OF THE UNI TED
KIN GDOM OF GRE AT BRI TA IN AND

NOR THERN IRE LAND,

HA VING RE GARD to the ob jec ti ve, fi xed by the
Eu ro pe an Co un cil me e ting in Stras bo urg on 8 and 9
De cem ber 1989, of the har mo ni za tion of the ir asy lum
po li cies;

DE TER MI NED, in ke e ping with the ir com mon
hu ma ni ta rian tra di tion, to gu a ran tee ade qu a te
pro tec tion to re fu ge es in ac cor dan ce with the terms of
the Ge ne va Con ven tion of 28 July 1951, as amen ded by 
the New York Pro to col of 31 Ja nu a ry 1967 re la ting to
the Sta tus of Re fu ge es, he re i naf ter re fer red to as
the’Geneva Con ven tion` and the’New York Pro to col`
res pec ti ve ly;

CON SI DE RING the jo int ob jec ti ve of an area wit ho ut
in ter nal fron tiers in which the free mo ve ment of
per sons shall, in par ti cu lar, be en su red, in ac cor dan ce
with the pro vi sions of the Tre a ty es tab lis hing the
Eu ro pe an Eco no mic Com mu ni ty, as amen ded by the
Sing le Eu ro pe an Act:

AWA RE of the need, in pur su it of this ob jec ti ve, to
take me a su res to avo id any si tu a tions ari sing, with the
re sult that ap pli cants for asy lum are left in do ubt for
too long as re gards the li ke ly out co me of the ir
ap pli ca tions and con cer ned to pro vi de all ap pli cants
for asy lum with a gu a ran tee that the ir ap pli ca tions will
be exa mi ned by one of the Mem ber Sta tes and to
en su re that ap pli cants for asy lum are not re fer red

suc ces si ve ly from one Mem ber Sta te to anot her
wit ho ut any of the se Sta tes ac know led ging it self to be
com pe tent to exa mi ne the ap pli ca tion for asy lum;

DE SI RING to con ti nue the dia lo gue with the Uni ted
Na tions High Com mis sio ner for Re fu ge es in or der to
achie ve the abo ve ob jec ti ves;

DE TER MI NED to co-operate clo se ly in the
ap pli ca tion of this Con ven tion thro ugh va rio us me ans,
in clu ding ex chan ges of in for ma tion,

HAVE AG RE ED AS FOL LOWS:

Ar tic le 1

1. For the pur po ses of this Con ven tion:
(a) “Alien” me ans: any per son ot her than a na tio nal of

a Mem ber Sta te;
(b) “Ap pli ca tion for asy lum” me ans: a re qu est whe re by

an alien se eks from a Mem ber Sta te pro tec tion
un der the Ge ne va Con ven tion by cla i ming re fu gee
sta tus wit hin the me a ning of Ar tic le 1 of the Ge ne va
Con ven tion, as amen ded by the New York Pro to col;

(c) “Applicant for asy lum” me ans: an alien who has
made an ap pli ca tion for asy lum in res pect of which
a fi nal de ci sion has not yet been ta ken;

(d) “Examination of an ap pli ca tion for asy lum” me ans:
all the me a su res for exa mi na tion, de ci sions or
ru lings gi ven by the com pe tent aut ho ri ties on an
ap pli ca tion for asy lum, ex cept for pro ce du res to
de ter mi ne the Sta te res pon sib le for exa mi ning the
ap pli ca tion for asy lum pru su ant to this
Con ven tion;

(e) “Residence per mit” me ans: any aut ho ri za tion
is su ed by the aut ho ri ties of a Mem ber Sta te
aut ho ri zing an alien to stay in its ter ri to ry, with the
ex cep tion of vi sas and’stay per mits` is su ed du ring
exa mi na tion of an ap pli ca tion for a re si den ce
per mit or for asy lum;

(f) “Entry visa” me ans: aut ho ri za tion or de ci sion by
a Mem ber Sta te to enab le an alien to en ter its
ter ri to ry, sub ject to the ot her en try con di tions be ing 
ful fil led;

(g) “Transit visa” me ans: aut ho ri za tion or de ci sion by
a Mem ber Sta te to enab le an alien to trans it
thro ugh its ter ri to ry or pass thro ugh the trans it
zone of a port or air port, sub ject to the ot her trans it
con di tions be ing ful fil led.

2. The na tu re of the visa shall be as ses sed in the light 
of the de fi ni tions set out in pa ra graph 1 (f) and (g).
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Ar tic le 2

The Mem ber Sta tes re af firm the ir ob li ga tions un der
the Ge ne va Con ven tion, as amen ded by the New York
Pro to col, with no geo grap hic res tric tion of the sco pe of
the se in stru ments, and the ir com mit ment to
co-operating with the ser vi ces of the Uni ted Na tions
High Com mis sio ner for Re fu ge es in ap ply ing the se
in stru ments.

Ar tic le 3

1. Mem ber Sta tes un der ta ke to exa mi ne the
ap pli ca tion of any alien who ap plies at the bor der or in
the ir ter ri to ry to any one of them for asy lum.

2. That ap pli ca tion shall be exa mi ned by a sing le
Mem ber Sta te, which shall be de ter mi ned in
ac cor dan ce with the cri te ria de fi ned in this
Con ven tion. The cri te ria set out in Ar tic les 4 to 8 shall
ap ply in the or der in which they ap pe ar.

3. That ap pli ca tion shall be exa mi ned by that Sta te
in ac cor dan ce with its na tio nal laws and its
in ter na tio nal ob li ga tions.

4. Each Mem ber Sta te shall have the right to
exa mi ne an ap pli ca tion for asy lum sub mit ted to it by
an alien, even if such exa mi na tion is not its
res pon si bi li ty un der the cri te ria de fi ned in this
Con ven tion, pro vi ded that the ap pli cant for asy lum
ag re es the re to. 

The Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le un der the abo ve
cri te ria is then re lie ved of its ob li ga tions, which are
trans fer red to the Mem ber Sta te which ex pres sed the
wish to exa mi ne the ap pli ca tion. The lat ter Sta te shall
in form the Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le un der the said
cri te ria if the ap pli ca tion has been re fer red to it.

5. Any Mem ber Sta te shall re ta in the right, pur su ant 
to its na tio nal laws, to send an ap pli cant for asy lum to
a third Sta te, in com plian ce with the pro vi sions of the
Ge ne va Con ven tion, as amen ded by the New York
Pro to col.

6. The pro cess of de ter mi ning the Mem ber Sta te
res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum
un der this Con ven tion shall start as soon as an
ap pli ca tion for asy lum is first lod ged with a Mem ber
Sta te.

7. An ap pli cant for asy lum who is pre sent in anot her
Mem ber Sta te and the re lod ges an ap pli ca tion for
asy lum af ter wit hdra wing his or her ap pli ca tion du ring
the pro cess of de ter mi ning the Sta te res pon sib le shall
be ta ken back, un der the con di tions laid down in
Ar tic le 13, by the Mem ber Sta te with which that
ap pli ca tion for asy lum was lod ged, with a view to
com ple ting the pro cess of de ter mi ning the Sta te
res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

This ob li ga tion shall ce a se to ap ply if the ap pli cant
for asy lum has sin ce left the ter ri to ry of the Mem ber
Sta tes for a pe riod of at le ast three months or has
ob ta i ned from a Mem ber Sta te a re si den ce per mit va lid
for more than three months.

Ar tic le 4

Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum has a mem ber of his
fa mi ly who has been re cog ni zed as ha ving re fu gee
sta tus wit hin the me a ning of the Ge ne va Con ven tion,
as amen ded by the New York Pro to col, in a Mem ber
Sta te and is le gal ly re si dent the re, that Sta te shall be
res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion, pro vi ded
that the per sons con cer ned so de si re.

The fa mi ly mem ber in qu es tion may not be ot her
than the spo u se of the ap pli cant for asy lum or his or
her un mar ried child who is a mi nor of un der eig hte en
ye ars, or his or her fat her or mot her whe re the
ap pli cant for asy lum is him self or her self an un mar ried 
child who is a mi nor of un der eig hte en ye ars.

Ar tic le 5

1. Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
a va lid re si den ce per mit, the Mem ber Sta te which
is su ed the per mit shall be res pon sib le for exa mi ning
the ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

2. Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
a va lid visa, the Mem ber Sta te which is su ed the visa
shall be res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for
asy lum, ex cept in the fol lo wing si tu a tions:
(a) if the visa was is su ed on the writ ten aut ho ri za tion of 

anot her Mem ber Sta te, that Sta te shall be
res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for
asy lum. Whe re a Mem ber Sta te first con sults the
cen tral aut ho ri ty of anot her Mem ber Sta te, in ter
alia for se cu ri ty re a sons, the ag re e ment of the lat ter
shall not con sti tu te writ ten aut ho ri za tion wit hin
the me a ning of this pro vi sion.

(b) whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
a trans it visa and lod ges his ap pli ca tion in anot her
Mem ber Sta te in which he is not sub ject to a visa
re qu i re ment, that Sta te shall be res pon sib le for
exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

(c) whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
a trans it visa and lod ges his ap pli ca tion in the Sta te
which is su ed him or her with the visa and which
has re ce i ved writ ten con fir ma tion from the
dip lo ma tic or con su lar aut ho ri ties of the Mem ber
Sta te of des ti na tion that the alien for whom the visa
re qu i re ment was wa i ved ful fil led the con di tions for
en try into that Sta te, the lat ter shall be res pon sib le
for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

3. Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
more than one va lid re si den ce per mit or visa is su ed by
dif fe rent Mem ber Sta tes, the res pon si bi li ty for
exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum shall be as su med 
by the Mem ber Sta tes in the fol lo wing or der:
(a) the Sta te which is su ed the re si den ce per mit

con fer ring the right to the lon gest pe riod of
re si den cy or, whe re the pe riods of va li di ty of all the
per mits are iden ti cal, the Sta te which is su ed the
re si den ce per mit ha ving the la test ex pi ry date;

(b) the Sta te which is su ed the visa ha ving the la test
ex pi ry da te whe re the va rio us vi sas are of the same
type;

(c) whe re vi sas are of dif fe rent kinds, the Sta te which
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is su ed the visa ha ving the lon gest pe riod of va li di ty,
or, whe re the pe riods of va li di ty are iden ti cal, the
Sta te which is su ed the visa ha ving the la test ex pi ry
date. This pro vi sion shall not ap ply whe re the
ap pli cant is in po sses sion of one or more trans it
vi sas, is su ed on pre sen ta tion of an en try visa for
anot her Mem ber Sta te. In that case, that Mem ber
Sta te shall be res pon sib le.

4. Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion
only of one or more re si den ce per mits which have
ex pi red less than two ye ars pre vio us ly or one or more
vi sas which have ex pi red less than six months
pre vio us ly and enab led him or her ac tu al ly to en ter the
ter ri to ry of a Mem ber Sta te, the pro vi sions of
pa ra graphs 1, 2 and 3 of this Ar tic le shall ap ply for
such time as the alien has not left the ter ri to ry of the
Mem ber Sta tes.

Whe re the ap pli cant for asy lum is in po sses sion of
one or mo re re si den ce per mits which have ex pi red
more than two ye ars pre vio us ly or one or more vi sas
which have ex pi red more than six months pre vio us ly
and enab led him or her to en ter the ter ri to ry of
a Mem ber Sta te and whe re an alien has not left
Com mu ni ty ter ri to ry, the Mem ber Sta te in which the
ap pli ca tion is lod ged shall be res pon sib le.

Ar tic le 6

When it can be pro ved that an ap pli cant for asy lum
has ir re gu lar ly cros sed the bor der into a Mem ber Sta te
by land, sea or air, ha ving come from a non-member
Sta te of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties, the Mem ber Sta te
this en te red shall be res pon sib le for exa mi ning the
ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

That Sta te shall ce a se to be res pon sib le, ho we ver, if it 
is pro ved that the ap pli cant has been li ving in the
Mem ber Sta te whe re the ap pli ca tion for asy lum was
made at le ast six months be fo re ma king his ap pli ca tion 
for asy lum. In that case it is the lat ter Mem ber Sta te
which is res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for
asy lum.

Ar tic le 7

1. The res pon si bi li ty for exa mi ning an ap pli ca tion
for asy lum shall be in cum bent upon the Mem ber Sta te
res pon sib le for con trol ling the en try of the alien into
the ter ri to ry of the Mem ber Sta tes, ex cept whe re, af ter
le gal ly en te ring a Mem ber Sta te in which the need for
him or her to have a visa is wa i ved, the alien lod ges his
or her ap pli ca tion for asy lum in anot her Mem ber Sta te
in which the need for him or her to have a visa for en try
into the ter ri to ry is also wa i ved. In this case, the lat ter
Sta te shall be res pon sib le for exa mi ning the
ap pli ca tion for asy lum.

2. Pen ding the en try into for ce of an ag re e ment
bet we en Mem ber Sta tes on ar ran ge ments for cros sing
ex ter nal bor ders, the Mem ber Sta te which aut ho ri zes
trans it wit ho ut a visa thro ugh the trans it zone of its
air ports shall not be re gar ded as res pon sib le for

con trol on en try, in res pect of tra vel lers who do not
le a ve the trans it zone.

3. Whe re the ap pli ca tion for asy lum is made in
trans it in an air port of a Mem ber Sta te, that Sta te shall
be res pon sib le for exa mi na tion.

Ar tic le 8

Whe re no Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le for exa mi ning
the ap pli ca tion for asy lum can be de sig na ted on the
ba sis of the ot her cri te ria lis ted in this Con ven tion, the
first Mem ber Sta te with which the ap pli ca tion for
asy lum is lod ged shall be res pon sib le for exa mi ning it.

Ar tic le 9

Any Mem ber Sta te, even when it is not res pon sib le
un der the cri te ria laid out in this Con ven tion, may, for
hu ma ni ta rian re a sons, ba sed in par ti cu lar on fa mi ly or 
cul tu ral gro unds, exa mi ne an ap pli ca tion for asy lum at 
the re qu est of anot her Mem ber Sta te, pro vi ded that the
ap pli cant so de si res.

If the Mem ber Sta te thus ap pro a ched ac ce des to the
re qu est, res pon si bi li ty for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion
shall be trans fer red to it.

Ar tic le 10

1. The Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le for exa mi ning an
ap pli ca tion for asy lum ac cor ding to the cri te ria set out
in this Con ven tion shall be ob li ged to:
(a) Take char ge un der the con di tions laid down in

Ar tic le 11 of an ap pli cant who has lod ged an
ap pli ca tion for asy lum in a dif fe rent Mem ber Sta te,

(b) Com ple te the exa mi na tion of the ap pli ca tion for
asy lum,

(c) Re ad mit or take back un der the con di tions laid
down in Ar tic le 13 an ap pli cant who se ap pli ca tion is 
un der exa mi na tion and who is ir re gu lar ly in
anot her Mem ber Sta te,

(d) Take back, un der the con di tions laid down in
Ar tic le 13, an ap pli cant who has wit hdrawn the
ap pli ca tion un der exa mi na tion and lod ged an
ap pli ca tion in anot her Mem ber Sta te,

(e) Take back, un der the con di tions laid down in
Ar tic le 13, an alien who se ap pli ca tion is has
re jec ted and who is il le gal ly in anot her Mem ber
Sta te.

2. If a Mem ber Sta te is su es to the ap pli cant
a re si den ce per mit va lid for more than three months,
the ob li ga tions spe ci fied in pa ra graph 1 (a) to (e) shall
be trans fer red to that Mem ber Sta te.

3. The ob li ga tions spe ci fied in pa ra graph 1 (a) to (d)
shall ce a se to ap ply if the alien con cer ned has left the
ter ri to ry of the Mem ber Sta tes for a pe riod of at le ast
three months.

4. The ob li ga tions spe ci fied in pa ra graph 1 (d) and (e) 
shall ce a se to ap ply if the Sta te res pon sib le for
exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum, fol lo wing the
wit hdra wal or re jec tion of the ap pli ca tion, ta kes and
en for ces the ne ces sa ry me a su res for the alien to re turn 
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to his co un try of o ri gin or to anot her co un try which he
may law ful ly en ter.

Ar tic le 11

1. If a Mem ber Sta te with which an ap pli ca tion for
asy lum has be en lod ged con si ders that anot her
Mem ber Sta te is res pon sib le for exa mi ning the
ap pli ca tion, it may, as qu ic kly as po ssib le and in any
case wit hin the six months fol lo wing the date on which
the ap pli ca tion was lod ged, call upon the ot her
Mem ber Sta te to take char ge of the ap pli cant.

If the re qu est that char ge be ta ken is not made wit hin 
the six-month time li mit, res pon si bi li ty for exa mi ning
the ap pli ca tion for asy lum shall rest with the Sta te in
which the ap pli ca tion was lod ged.

2. The re qu est that char ge be ta ken shall con ta in
in di ca tions enab ling the aut ho ri ties of that ot her Sta te
to as cer ta in whet her it is res pon sib le on the ba sis of
the cri te ria laid down in this Con ven tion.

3. The Sta te res pon sib le in ac cor dan ce with tho se
cri te ria shall be de ter mi ned on the ba sis of the
si tu a tion ob ta i ning when the ap pli cant for asy lum first
lod ged his ap pli ca tion with a Mem ber Sta te.

4. The Mem ber Sta te shall pro no un ce jud gment on
the re qu est wit hin three months of re ce ipt of the cla im.
Fa i lu re to act wit hin that pe riod shall be tan ta mo unt to 
ac cep ting the cla im.

5. Trans fer of the ap pli cant for asy lum from the
Mem ber Sta te whe re the ap pli ca tion was lod ged to the
Mem ber Sta te res pon sib le must ta ke pla ce not la ter
than one month af ter ac cep tan ce of the re qu est to ta ke
char ge or one month af ter the con clu sion of any
pro ce e dings ini tia ted by the alien chal len ging the
trans fer de ci sion if the p ro ce e dings are sus pen so ry.

6. Me a su res ta ken un der Ar tic le 18 may
sub se qu en tly de ter mi ne the de tails of the pro cess by
which ap pli cants shall be ta ken in char ge.

Ar tic le 12

Whe re an ap pli ca tion for asy lum is lod ged with the
com pe tent aut ho ri ties of a Mem ber Sta te by an
ap pli cant who is on the ter ri to ry of anot her Mem ber
Sta te, the de ter mi na tion of the Mem ber Sta te
res pon sib le for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum
shall be made by the Mem ber Sta te on who se ter ri to ry
the ap pli cant is. The lat ter Mem ber Sta te shall be
in for med wit ho ut de lay by the Mem ber Sta te which
re ce i ved the ap pli ca tion and shall then, for the pur po se 
of ap ply ing this Con ven tion, be re gar ded as the
Mem ber Sta te with which the ap pli ca tion for asy lum
was lod ged.

Ar tic le 13

1. An ap pli cant for asy lum shall be ta ken back in the
ca ses pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 3 (7) and in Ar tic le 10 as
fol lows:
(a) the re qu est for the ap pli cant to be ta ken back must

pro vi de in di ca tions enab ling the Sta te with which

the re qu est is lod ged to as cer ta in that it is
res pon sib le in ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 3 (7) and
with Ar tic le 10;

(b) the Sta te cal led upon to take back the ap pli cant
shall give an an swer to the re qu est wit hin eight days 
of the mat ter be ing re fer red to it. Sho uld it
ac know led ge res pon si bi li ty, it shall then take back
the ap pli cant for asy lum as qu ic kly as po ssib le and
at the la test one month af ter it ag re es to do so.

2. Me a su res ta ken un der Ar tic le 18 may at a la ter
date set out the de tails of the pro ce du re for ta king the
ap pli cant back.

Ar tic le 14

1. Mem ber Sta tes shall con duct mu tu al ex chan ges
with re gard to:
— na tio nal le gis la ti ve or re gu la to ry me a su res or

prac ti ces ap pli cab le in the field of asy lum,
— sta tis ti cal data on mon thly ar ri vals of ap pli cants for 

asy lum, and the ir bre ak down by na tio na li ty. Such
in for ma tion shall be for war ded qu ar ter ly thro ugh
the Ge ne ral Sec re ta riat of the Co un cil of the
Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties, which shall see that it is
cir cu la ted to the Mem ber Sta tes and the
Com mis sion of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties and to
the Uni ted Na tions High Com mis sio ner for
Re fu ge es.

2. The Mem ber Sta tes may con duct mu tu al
ex chan ges with re gard to:
— ge ne ral in for ma tion on new trends in ap pli ca tions

for asy lum,
— ge ne ral in for ma tion on the si tu a tion in the

co un tries of ori gin or of pro ve nan ce of ap pli cants for 
asy lum.

3. If the Mem ber Sta te pro vi ding the in for ma tion
re fer red to in pa ra graph 2 wants it to be kept
con fi den tial, the ot her Mem ber Sta tes shall com ply
with this wish.

Ar tic le 15

1. Each Mem ber Sta te shall com mu ni ca te to any
Mem ber Sta te that so re qu ests such in for ma tion on
in di vi du al ca ses as is ne ces sa ry for:
— de ter mi ning the Mem ber Sta te which is res pon sib le

for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum,
— exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum,
— im ple men ting any ob li ga tion ari sing un der this

Con ven tion.

2. This in for ma tion may only co ver:
— per so nal de tails of the ap pli cant, and, whe re

ap prop ria te, the mem bers of his fa mi ly (full name
and whe re ap prop ria te, for mer name; nic kna mes or 
pseudo nyms; na tio na li ty, pre sent and for mer; date
and pla ce of birth),

— iden ti ty and tra vel pa pers (re fe ren ces, va li di ty, date
of is sue, is su ing aut ho i ri ty, pla ce of is sue, etc.),

— ot her in for ma tion ne ces sa ry for es tab lis hing the
iden ti ty of the ap pli cant,

— pla ces of re si den ce and ro u tes tra vel led,
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— re si den ce per mits or vi sas is su ed by a Mem ber
Sta te,

— the pla ce whe re the ap pli ca tion was lod ged,
— the date any pre vio us ap pli ca tion for asy lum was

lod ged, the da te the pre sent ap pli ca tion was lod ged, 
the sta ge re a ched in the pro ce e dings and the
de ci sion ta ken, if any.

 3. Fur ther mo re, one Mem ber Sta te may re qu est
anot her Mem ber Sta te to let it know on what gro unds
the ap pli cant for asy lum ba ses his or her ap pli ca tion
and, whe re ap pli cab le, the gro unds for any de ci sions
ta ken con cer ning the ap pli cant. It is for the Mem ber
Sta te from which the in for ma tion is re qu es ted to de ci de 
whet her or not to im part it. In any event,
com mu ni ca tion of the in for ma tion re qu es ted shall be
sub ject to the ap pro val of the ap pli cant for asy lum.

 4. This ex chan ge of in for ma tion shall be ef fec ted at
the re qu est of a Mem ber Sta te and may only take pla ce
bet we en aut ho ri ties the de sig na tion of which by each
Mem ber Sta te has been com mu ni ca ted to the
Com mit tee pro vi ded for un der Ar tic le 18.

 5. The in for ma tion ex chan ged may only be used for
the pur po ses set out in pa ra graph 1. In each Mem ber
Sta te such in for ma tion may only be com mu ni ca ted to
the aut ho ri ties and co urts and tri bu nals en trus ted
with:
— de ter mi ning the Mem ber Sta te which is res pon sib le

for exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum,
— exa mi ning the ap pli ca tion for asy lum,
— im ple men ting any ob li ga tion ari sing un der this

Con ven tion.

 6. The Mem ber Sta te that for wards the in for ma tion
shall en su re that it is ac cu ra te and up—to—date.

If it ap pe ars that this Mem ber Sta te has sup plied
in for ma tion which is inac cu ra te or which sho uld not
have been for war ded, the re ci pient Mem ber Sta te shall
be im me dia te ly in for med the re of. They shall be ob li ged
to cor rect such in for ma tion or to have it era sed.

 7. An ap pli cant for asy lum shall have the right to
re ce i ve, on re qu est, the in for ma tion ex chan ged
con cer ning him or her, for such time as it re ma ins
ava i lab le.

If he or she es tab lis hes that such in for ma tion is
inac cu ra te or sho uld not have been for war ded, he or
she shall have the right to ha ve it cor rec ted or era sed.
This right shall be exer ci sed in ac cor dan ce with the
con di tions laid down in pa ra graph 6.

 8. In each Mem ber Sta te con cer ned, the for war ding
and re ce ipt of ex chan ged in for ma tion shall be
re cor ded.

 9. Such in for ma tion shall be kept for a pe riod not
ex ce e ding that ne ces sa ry for the ends for which it was
ex chan ged. The need to keep it shall be exa mi ned at the 
ap prop ria te mo ment by the Mem ber Sta te con cer ned.

10. In any event, the in for ma tion thus
com mu ni ca ted shall en joy at le ast the same pro tec tion
as is gi ven to si mi lar in for ma tion in the Mem ber Sta te
which re ce i ves it.

11. If data are not pro ces sed auto ma ti cal ly but are

han dled in so me ot her form, eve ry Mem ber Sta te shall
take the ap prop ria te me a su res to en su re com plian ce
with this Ar tic le by me ans of ef fec ti ve con trols. If a
Mem ber Sta te has a mo ni to ring budy of the type
men tio ned in pa ra graph 12, it may as sign the con trol
task to it.

12. If one or more Mem ber Sta tes wish to
com pu te ri ze all or part of the in for ma tion men tio ned in
pa ra graphs 2 and 3, such com pu te ri za tion is only
po ssib le if the co un tries con cer ned have adop ted laws
ap pli cab le to such pro ces sing which im ple ment the
prin cip les of the Stras bo urg Con ven tion of 28 Ja nu a ry
1981 for the Pro tec tion of In di vi du als, with re gard to
auto ma tic pro ces sing of per so nal data and if they have
en trus ted an ap prop ria te na tio nal body with the
in de pen dent mo ni to ring of the pro ces sing and use of
data for war ded pur su ant to this Con ven tion.

Ar tic le 16

1. Any Mem ber Sta te may sub mit to the Com mit tee
re fer red to in Ar tic le 18 pro po sals for re vi sion of this
Con ven tion in or der to eli mi na te dif fi cul ties in the
ap pli ca tion the re of.

2. If it pro ves ne ces sa ry to re vi se or amend this
Con ven tion pur su ant to the achie ve ment of the
ob jec ti ves set out in Ar tic le 8a of the Tre a ty
es tab lis hing the Eu ro pe an Eco no mic Com mu ni ty,
such achie ve ment be ing lin ked in par ti cu lar to the
es tab lis hment of a har mo ni zed asy lum and a com mon
visa po li cy, the Mem ber Sta te hol ding the Pre si den cy of 
the Co un cil of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties shall
or ga ni ze a me e ting of the Com mit tee re fer red to in
Ar tic le 18.

3. Any re vi sion of this Con ven tion or amen dment
he re to shall be adop ted by the Com mit tee re fer red to in
Ar tic le 18. It shall en ter into for ce in ac cor dan ce with
the pro vi sions of Ar tic le 22.

Ar tic le 17

1. If a Mem ber Sta te ex pe rien ces ma jor dif fi cul ties as 
a re sult of a sub stan tial chan ge in the cir cum stan ces
ob ta i ning on con clu sion of this Con ven tion, the Sta te
in qu es tion may bring the mat ter be fo re the Com mit tee
re fer red to in Ar tic le 18 so that the lat ter may put to the
Mem ber Sta tes me a su res to deal with the si tu a tion or
adopt such re vi sions or amen dments to this
Con ven tion as ap pe ar ne ces sa ry, which shall en ter
into for ce as pro vi ded for in Ar tic le 16 (3).

2. If, af ter six months, the si tu a tion men tio ned in
pa ra graph 1 still ob ta ins, the Com mit tee, ac ting in
ac cor dan ce with Ar tic le 18 (2), may aut ho ri ze the
Mem ber Sta te af fec ted by that chan ge to sus pend
tem po ra ri ly the ap pli ca tion of the pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion, wit ho ut such sus pen sion be ing al lo wed to
im pe de the achie ve ment of the ob jec ti ves men tio ned in
Ar tic le 8a of the Tre a ty es tab lis hing the Eu ro pe an
Eco no mic Com mu ni ty or con tra ve ne ot her
in ter na tio nal ob li ga tions of the Mem ber Sta tes.

3. Du ring the pe riod of sus pen sion, the Com mit tee
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shall con ti nue its dis cus sions with a view to re vi sing
the pro vi sions of this Con ven tion, un less it has al re a dy
re a ched an ag re e ment.

Ar tic le 18

1. A Com mit tee shall be set up com pri sing one
re pre sen ta ti ve of the Go ver nment of each Mem ber
Sta te.

The Com mit tee shall be cha i red by the Mem ber Sta te
hol ding the Pre si den cy of the Co un cil of the Eu ro pe an
Com mu ni ties.

The Com mis sion of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties may
par ti ci pa te in the dis cus sions of the Com mit tee and the 
wor king par ties re fer red to in pa ra graph 4.

2. The Com mit tee shall exa mi ne, at the re qu est of
one or more Mem ber Sta tes, any qu es tion of a ge ne ral
na tu re con cer ning the ap pli ca tion or in ter pre ta tion of
this Con ven tion.

The Com mit tee shall de ter mi ne the me a su res
re fer red to in Ar tic le 11 (6) and Ar tic le 13 (2) and shall
give the aut ho ri za tion re fer red to in Ar tic le 17 (2).

The Com mit tee shall adopt de ci sions re vi sing or
amen ding the Con ven tion pur su ant to Ar tic les 16 and
17.

3. The Com mit tee shall take its de ci sions
una ni mo us ly, ex cept whe re it is ac ting pur su ant to
Ar tic le 17 (2), in which case it shall ta ke its de ci sions by 
a ma jo ri ty of two—thirds of the vo tes of its mem bers.

4. The Com mit tee shall de ter mi ne its ru les of
pro ce du re and may set up wor king par ties.

The Sec re ta riat of the Com mit tee and of the wor king
par ties shall be pro vi ded by the Ge ne ral Sec re ta riat of
the Co un cil of the Eu ro pe an Com mu ni ties.

Ar tic le 19

As re gards the Kin gdom of Den mark, the pro vi sions
of this Con ven tion shall not ap ply to the Fa roe Is lands
nor to Gre en land un less a dec la ra tion to the con tra ry is 
made by the Kin gdom of Den mark. Such a dec la ra tion
may be made at any time by a com mu ni ca tion to the
Go ver nment of Ire land which shall in form the
Go ver nments of the ot her Mem ber Sta tes the re of.

As re gards the French Re pub lic, the pro vi sions of
this Con ven tion shall ap ply only to the Eu ro pe an
ter ri to ry of the French Re pub lic.

As re gards the Kin gdom of the Ne ther lands, the
pro vi sions of this Con ven tion shall ap ply only to the
ter ri to ry of the Kin gdom of the Ne ther lands in Eu ro pe.

As re gards the Uni ted Kin gdom the pro vi sions of this
Con ven tion shall ap ply only to the Uni ted Kin gdom of

Gre at Bri ta in and Nor thern Ire land. They shall not
ap ply to the Eu ro pe an ter ri to ries for who se ex ter nal
re la tions the Uni ted Kin gdom is res pon sib le un less a
dec la ra tion to the con tra ry is made by the Uni ted
Kin gdom. Such a dec la ra tion may be made at any time
by a com mu ni ca tion to the Go ver nment of Ire land,
which shall in form the Go ver nments of the ot her
Mem ber Sta tes the re of.

Ar tic le 20

This Con ven tion shall not be the sub ject of any
re ser va tions.

Ar tic le 21

1. This Con ven tion shall be open for the ac ces sion of
any Sta te which be co mes a mem ber of the Eu ro pe an
Com mu ni ties. The in stru ments of ac ces sion will be
de po si ted with the Go ver nment of Ire land.

2. It shall en ter into for ce in res pect of any Sta te
which ac ce des the re to on the first day of the third
month fol lo wing the de po sit of its in stru ment of
ac ces sion.

Ar tic le 22

1. This Con ven tion shall be sub ject to ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val. The in stru ments of
ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or ap pro val shall be de po si ted
with the Go ver nment of Ire land.

2. The Go ver nment of Ire land shall no ti fy the
Go ver nments of the ot her Mem ber Sta tes of the de po sit 
of the in stru ments of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or
ap pro val.

3. This Con ven tion shall en ter into for ce on the first
day of the third month fol lo wing the de po sit of the
in stru ment of ra ti fi ca tion, ac cep tan ce or ap pro val by
the last sig na to ry Sta te to take this step.

The Sta te with which the in stru ments of ra ti fi ca tion,
ac cep tan ce or ap pro val are de po si ted shall no ti fy the
Mem ber Sta tes of the date of en try into for ce of this
Con ven tion.

In wit ness whe re of, the un der sig ned
ple ni po ten tia ries have he re un to set the ir hands.

Done at Dub lin this fif te enth day of June in the year
one tho u sand nine hun dred and ni ne ty, in a sing le
ori gi nal, in the Da nish, Dutch, En glish, French,
Ger man, Gre ek, Irish, Ita lian, Po rtu gu e se and Spa nish 
lan gu a ges, the texts drawn up in each of the se
lan gu a ges be ing equ al ly aut hen tic and be ing de po si ted 
in the ar chi ves of the Go ver nment of Ire land which
shall trans mit a cer ti fied copy to each of the ot her
Mem ber Sta tes.
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